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By Casey Hane
ataff wrlter

Florian Jr. shot and killed bis reom-
mate last summer — not even his
altorney.

As Florian's murder trial began
(his week In Cakland County Circuit
Court, the question was whether the
former dent of Newport Creek
Apartments in Farmington Hilla
planned to pull the trigger July S, a3

rosecutors contend, or whelher he

'g.ld it in a fit of anger and passion,

which {a his defense. .
Emotions ran high In the court-
room of Clreuit Judge John OBrien,
as the victim's family members
sobbed openly when prosecutor Rob-
ert Hedges detatled how the three

gon, 40. And the nervous smile Flori-
an offered his family at the atart of
the trial turned to tears during pros-

. ecution testimony.

A 27-YEAR-OLD former Marine,
Florlan Is charged with first-degree
murder In the death of Magnon, who
had lived with Florian only & short
time at the Newport Croek complex
on Eight Mile Road. Florian faces
life In- prison without chance of

flve women hearing
him aa charged.

_“That was litile more than Balf an

No one disputes that Raymond

parole if the jury of seven men and |
the case convict’

» IFarminaton

Farmington, Michigan

Defense says ex-Marine
was taunted into shooting

‘My client is gulity of &
killing In the heat of
passion.’
— David Binkley
defensa attorney

Hedges contends Florlan was cool
and calm about his actions a3 he
went to Lhe Meijer store at Elght
Mile and Haggerty, purchased a .22-
caliber semi-automatic Marlin rifle
and ammunition, returned to the
apartment and shot Magnon {or re-
venge. He (hen called pollce and
turned himself in.

Magnon had reportedly taken the
last $25,000 of Florian's Inheritence
left by his grandmother, telling hlm
it was an investment In an aquarium
business. On July 2, Florian met a

young woman who told him abe had *

been bilked by Magnon, which upset
Flotlan.

“The evidence Is golng to prove
that (his man Is a murderer,”
Hedges ald In hls opening statement
1o the Jury. “His motive was revenge
‘—’—‘ revenge for an Investment gone

d. .
“He was {00 impatlent to walt two
days for a police investigation. He.

deelded to appoint himself Investiga-
tor, Judge, jury and exccutioner.”

DEFENSE ATTORNEY David .

Blnkley safd he did not dispute the
killlng occurred, but I8 claiming it
and not murder.

hour after the p
the weapon used in the incident at a
nearby Meijer Thrifty Acres and
several hours after Florian had gone
to the Farmington Hills police and
complained he had been tricked by
Magnon.

Schools

By Casey Hans
sialf writer

Farmington school officlala are
pondering the timing of 2 mlllage re-
newal etection and looking at projec-
tions for the next four years, as a
black cloud of school finance uncer-
talntles continues to hang overhead.
With apparent anti-tax sentiment
and an operating millage defeat Jast
February, officlals are taking no tax

was

“My elient is guilty of a killing in
the heat of passion,” Binkley said in
his opening remarks.

As Florlan held 2 gun on Magnon,
Magnon dismissed his roommate’s
concerns about the investment and

Bloomtield Hills attorney David Binkley halps
his client, Ray Florian, adjust his tie before Flo-

bgerver
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Prosecutor: Revenge motive for killin

risn's ma] begins In Oakland County Clrcult

taunted him saylng: “‘you’re not
man cnough to shoot me. Do it, do it,
Do ft, " Blnkley totd the jury.
“In that flced of excitement, he
did it. He was In a rage, no doubt.”
Binkley described Magnon as a

ponder timing of

renewals for granted. They are also
concerned about state proposals
which may appear on the November
1992 ballot, which could cut educa-
tion dollars further.

Looking at a short-term flnanclal
profile is important for the district,
sald assistant superintendent for
finance Bruce Barretl, who offered
school board members information
and options Tuesday night.

He sald the disirict could fall Into

3A.

Nose to the window

Two-yoar-oid Jessica Weiss of Farmington peers out from
the trolley car, pressing her nose to the window, as Santa
Claus walks through the crowd Saturday during special
ceremonies. For & story and more photos, pléase see Page

BHARON LeMIEUX/s1af photographer

a deflcit as early as 1994'tf a S-mill
tax renewal 1s not passed by voters
by 1993-94. According lo Barrett's
figures, the district's fund balance
will be pared by $10 mililon even if
tax renewals are succeasful and
could {all into a defleit of millions if
they are not.

Adminlstrators suggested the
board conslder holding a renewal
clection cither in Scptember or in
January or March of 1993 to impact

Intruders

“studled and practiced lar, fraud
and cheat. He scammed lots of peo-
ple, because he was good at it.”
After two hours of Jury selection
Monday afternoon, a number of
Farmington Hills pollce officers
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SHARON LeMIEUX/staff photographes.

Court Tuesday, Florlan faces first-degree mur~
der.and felony firearms charges. .

took the stand to testify for the pros:
ecution beginning Tuesday morning.;

Officers sald they arrived at the
scene to (Ind Florian sitting on the

Ploase turn lo Page 2

millage election:

the 1993-94 fIsca) year.

THE DISCUSSION at Tuesday's
school board finance committee
mecting comes at a Ume crucial to
school finances because of property
tax reform, tax freezes and state ald
recapture, A declsion on the electlon
date may not be made untll after a
budget is adopted in June 1992,

“It's hard (o put out the numbers
that far into the future, then say

terrorize

pair in Hills condo

By Sussn Buck
statt writer

A Farmington Hills man and-a
woman companlon tald police of two
hours of terror in the man's Kingston
Court condominium Saturday.

A tall man, wearlng a dark blue
blazer, knocked at the front door of
the condo about 9 a.m. pretending lo
be a salesman, Farmington Hills po-
lice sald. He then displayed a
handgun and forced his way past the
24-year-old owner.

Less than two hours later, the 20-
year-old woman visitor had been

sexvally assaulted twice by a second
intruder, the condo owner had been
robbed of $160, and his home ran-
sacked. Police have no suspects.

Both were Ued up with twine and
TefL on a bed in the vpstairs bedrootn
In the condo, located in the Nine
Mile/Orchard Lake area,

“This (incident) ks unusual for this
area,” sald Farmington Hills Detec-
tlve Davld Loe. "Livonia had a siml-
lar Incldent later in the day, but the
weapons used were different.”

That Llvonia case, however, did

Ploaso lurn to Page 2

Make caution part
of holiday decorating

By Susan Buck
stafl writer

It takes less than & minute to en-
gull in MNames an average fresh
Christmas tree. .

The temperature In the room o
fire reaches several hundered de-
grees (n 15 seconds, Painted walls
bubble and plastic melts.

Fire deparimenta (hroughout
are busy edu-

cating thelr communities thls holl-
day season about the hazards of hot
lights on dry Christmas trees.
Farmington Hili's Fire Depart-
ment went one step further Monday
by actually setUng Christmas trees
on fire In three rooms of a vacant
house on Drake Road south of 12
Mile. The clty-owned house is sched-
uled to be demolished for the widen-

‘there are 57 variables',” Barrett
said after the mecting. “It's tough. *
“The intent was to give the board
what the next two to three years witt
be and . . . ta make thetm sensitive
to the array of varlables.” 0
Any onc of those variables could
Impact the district tremendously, he’
added. N
A Scptember election date ap-

Pleass turn to Page 4
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