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Toys For Tota

bo 190 branches of the F
Hills-based

annua) Toys For program

Corps
by oﬂeﬂ.nzlu buildings 23 ool!ecuan polntafor

donatlons.

Toys For Tots Is the Marine Ccrp- Reserve's
annual Christmas campaign to colleet and
distribute toys to disadvantaged children across
the country. Toys For Tots was founded hy the
Marines In 1947.

Mlchlyn Natlonal branches will collect toys
through Dee. 20, Dooors are asked to bring a
new, unwrapped toy to any Michigan Natlonal
branch to assist in this cheritable cause.

“This is the fourthi-year wa have participated

Teacher tells kids about life in Japan

‘Fourth graders look at
similarities, differences

By Tim 8mith
staff writer

Japanese children go to school 240 days & year, includ-
Ing Saturdays; sleep in the same room with their parents;
eat pickles for breakfast; and get up at 6:30 a.m. to ex-

ercise — during mmmwlm Beyvnd that,

they're just like American

That's partly how they were portrayed to Maple Ele-
mentary School fourth graders Monday by Iwao onmu-
ra, one of two teachers visitlng schoola in the Walled

In this program,” said Robert J. Mylod, ban.k
and p “Our

Lake C Schoo) District this week through the

team members have been  most g ln
responding to this worthy cause. This is & reat
comtnunlty effort, and we're pleased o belp the

" US. Marine Reserves distribute toys to loul
" needy children.”

To locate the Michigan Natlonal Bank branch
nearest you, call 1-800-CALL-MNB.

Seasonal smg—along

arkshire Elementary School’s holiday aing-
. along is scheduled for 7-7:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec, 16, at the Farmington
City Park, Shiawassee and Power, The
public, especlally youngsters, is invited to
attend. Refreshments will be served by Lhe
Larkshire PTA.

- New Year’s Eve ball

‘nal B'rith and the Men's Clab of Adat
Shalom Synagogue will host a New -
Year'a Eve ball at the Farmington
Hllls synagogue.

The cost of §48 per person includes hors
d'ocuvres, a kosher sit-down dinner, sweet table,
party favors, cocktalls, dumpagne toastat
mldnlght and dancing to tha music of the Encore

For more Information or to register, call the
B'nal B'rith office at 552-8177, -

2nd vice president

onn Wolf, Oakland Cotinty commlssloner
D and lormer Farmington Hills mayor, .

Wolf was elected at the 93rd annual
conference of tha association. More than 400
delcgates attended the four-day session held in
Tnvern City. Wolf, a mpnhllun from the 27th

trict, was elected to the commission In 1989
Board of Directors in 1980, Ho has
many years of service with local government In
various elected pesltions.

no hospital stay or recovery time.

As founders of The Michigan Eyecare Institute, Dr. William Myers and Dr. Mark Rubinstein
have been at the forefront of Ophthalmologic breakthroughs. They were the first Ophthal-
mologists in the state 1o develop or utilize:

* YAG laser surgery for treatment of secondary cataracts

* Nova Curve lens, designed especially for the YAG laser surgery

* Excimer laser surgery for treatment of glaucoma

* Radial Keratotomy for correction of nearightedness
These laser surgeries are fast, virtually painless and they require

The founders of Michigan Eyecare Institute conduct courses in surgery and have lectured
on their state of the art surgical techniques to other physicians throughout North America,
Europe, Russia and the Far East. If you are nearsighted, ﬁmghled or suffer from cataracts
or glaucoma, Michigan Eyecare Institute can help.

Complete quality eye “Care at affordable prices.

5 convenient nelghborhood locations to serve you:

29877 Telegraph, Suite 100-
Southfleld, M1 48034

352-2806
1-800-248-3643
1455 Levan 5050 Schacfer 2861 Wit Road Fisher Building
Suite E 101 Dearbom, MI 48126 Teenton, M1 48183 Suite 874
Livonia, MI 48154 5827440 675-5600 Delroit, MEa8202
4647800 872:2626

Shiga, Japan Teacher Exchange Program..
Also discusalng llfe in the Aslan country this week s
Kenjt Kitagawa, Both Okamy- ———r—o—
ra and Kilagawa are ataying

this week with teachers of the = | want the
Walledmhke district, one uﬁl students in
many they will vislt n Miehi-

. gan furing the 1991:92 schoot 1110 Uniited
year. States to
u:;;u.sm tha students In the  know

tates lo know some-

. thing more about things Japa- something
nese” sald the S8-year-old ImIore about
Okamura, l‘:vitlg'lr;nx :i.ldp? things -
entation, which Inclu visu-
al aids and slides, “Because, JApanese.’
when we walch TV or listento  — /wao Okamura
the radlo, Japanese news visiting teacher
can't be heard at all. -

““Except last week, when we
2aw a lot of films about Pearl Harbor," he sald with a
chuckle,

THROUGHOUT HIS lecture, Okamura — who teaches
high school in Shiga Prefecture — passed Japanese items
around for perusal, including a newspaper -and
MecDonald’s coupons — the latter featuring Japanese text
as well as famillar pictures of Blg Macs.

‘Okamura held up a copy of a Japa

Guest teacher Iwao Okamura explains the Japa-
nese alphabet, known as “hiragans,” to fourth~
grade pupll- at Muple Elementary School.

KenJl K are visiting sev-

glmpse at snlppets of Japanese life.
‘They found out: Children aleep on mats wlth their par-

ents untll they reach the age of 10 or 12; gasoline costs-

four times mare than in the United States; a typical

“The content Is almost Lhe same as s U.S. pnpen There’s
TV listings, domestic news, entertaloment . . . sporis.”

Of particular interest to the youngsters was a plastic
sheet containlng various bllls and colns which make up
the Japanese syatem of money, known as yen,

“This is Japanese money,” Okamura sald, holding up
thedlsplay. With a laugh, he added, “which Is more beau-
tiful than American money."

Student Lorenzo Parker,'10, asked about the yen colm
al the bottom of the sheet. “Why do they have holes in
them?”

According to Okamura, Lhe coins of today resemble
those of long-ago times because of tradition. He sald the

- boles originated during times when change purses did oot

exist, hence coins had to be strung touth:r.
A SUBSEQUENT slide show helped lludenu take a

The Michigan Eyecare
Institute is known for its
pioneering breakthroughs.
Staffed by specialists who
have developed and refined
the latest medical

the Michigan Institute
specializes in treating and
eliminating disabling eye
disease.

nslsts of green tea, pickles, tomaloes and
rice; and humu in Japan have many more windows,

“We need many windows because it's hot and bumid,”
Okamura sald. “It's to let the fresh air in."

Another slide showed the front of Of ‘s

DAN DEAN/sialf photographer-

“arel schools:In the Walled Lalm district as pnrl

of the Michigan-Shiga Japan Tuchor Exchange:
Program,

<chines can be found everywhere in Japan. selllng a varie-
ty of liems, Including cold beer:— ——

“We have much more vending machines than in the
U.S., not only in bulldings but out on the street.”

As far as school Is concerned, Okamura sald Japanese
youngsters go 240 days a year, from April to March ex-
cept for a 40-day break from .luly 21 ¢0 the end of August.
They attend classes on Saturday, £oo.

home, wlith a row of shoes stretched across the floor.

“We must take off our shoes here and change Into
sllppers,” he sald. *'You (students) don't have to. That's a
cultural difference betwéen the two countries.”

That difference came through on yet aucther slide,
featuring n bathtub.

“WE USUALLY wash ourselves outside the bath tub,”
Okamura mld ”’l'nn!‘u why you see the drain outslde lbe
tub, not inside.

The fact was amuslng to Lorenra Parker. “That's
welrd, very welrd.

Okamura, explainlng another slide, sald vending ma-

“AJi student must mcmnﬂm more than 2,000
Chinese characters by the end of the ninth grade,”
Okamura sald,

EVEN THOUGH the Japaiiese way of Hfe differs In
many ways from that in the United States, Maple Ele-
mentary principal Scott l.lme sald Okamura's visit
showed similarities also exis

“I think that they (lludenu) got an understanding about
how different llfe can be in Japan,” sald Little, whose
achool has about 33 Japanese students. “. .. but he
showed a Jot of things that are yntlynlmunr There's not
that much difference. Just sppreclate one another as
human belngs.”

25%-35% Off
Decorative
Accessories

20%-30% O,
Lamps And

Tables

Up To 35% Off
Rugs
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JUST THE RIGHT PIECE,
JUST THE RIGHT PRICE'

Up To 40% Off t !
\

Up To 50% Off Sofas, Sleepers,
Sectionals, Chairs

. Our Floor Sample
N Sale Wilt
) Floor You!

Right naw you can save like
never belore on every
~welected floor sample in
store. Pick from choice
Expressions fusniture,
ilCEC\\\\lit‘\—C\‘cll rugs,
tables & lamps.

They're the finest Noor
samples in town, but they're
marked down 1o move
quickly, so u 3 l‘m come—
first servi
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Mon.-wed. & Frl.
10 am+6 pm
Thurs. 10 am-9 pm
sat. 10 am-5 pm

EXPRESSIONS
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Come Quick & Pick From Expressions’ Choice Floor Samples!s

950 S. Woodward « Birmingham + 647-8882




