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Performances of the Jewish
Ensemble Theatre production of
+First is Supper” continue'
Aaron
Roy Theatre at .the Jewish
Community Center, 6600 W.
) e Rood, West Bloomfield.
“For tickets, call JET at 788-2900,
v

through "Dec. 29 at the:
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visit any Ticketmaster outlet or
call 643-6666. )

Just as laughter and tears often
-intermingla ‘in real lle, “Flrat Is
. Supper” comblnes humor and trage-

dy in a swirl of emotions that cannot

{all to touch the heart. Beautifully

presented by the Jewish
Theatre, the play has a very fine
cast and directfon, !

“First Is Supper” la a very impres-
slve play-writing debut for actor/co-
medlan Shelley Berman, who loosely
modeled the story on an incldent in
the. lives of his maternal grand-
parents, and then conjectured what
they might have been like. when
young. .

A

THE BITTERSWEET family dra-
ma cxplores the strengthy, foibles,
and reslllence of an immigrant faml-
ly'in Chicago In 1919 as they face the
vicissitudes of life. : :

Frieda (Kate Willinger) and Getz
Marks (Tony Dobrowolski) are the
parents of theee children, but the fa-
ther 50 obsessively loves his 14-year-
old retarded daughter Resie (Jaime
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Rose Marie Floyd's Contemporary
Civic Ballet Company
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NUTGRACKER

Kyle Ahmed & Johanna Snyder
From New York's Jofirey Ballet

- at Birmingham's Seaholm High School
’ Lincoln and Cranbrock Rd.

For reservations Call 535-2113 or 354-4717
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Dec. 15 at 3:00 p.m.

Senfors & Students
$8.00

from the Michigan Council for the Arta.

Newman} that he barely acknowl-
edges the existence of the others.

When 16-year-old daughter Ida
{Kathryn Cherasaro) gets “In trou-
ble,” her dilemma forces an angry
showdown between her parents.
Frieda desperately wants’ ber stub-
born husband to accept Rosle's limi-
tations and start paying attention to
the needs of his other children, but
she has a hard Ume getting him to
even listen. N

Willlnger is outstanding as Frieda.
‘Though her difflcultles with the Eng-
lish language make Frieda some-
times feel inadequate, Willinger
clearly shows her as a2 woman of
strength, Intelligence and determi-
natlon as well as great patience and
understanding. Her Insistence that
“first is supper,” even at a time of
tragedy, scems a timeless, unlversal
atilrmatlosn of life. X

Dobrawolski is excellent as Getz,
on the surface as hard as the shoe-
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ine cast and diréct'idn"in ‘First Is Supper’

maker’s nails he pounds all day, but
actually capahla of gentle patience,
tenderness, and even laughter.
Newman ls wonderful in the diffi-
cult role of Rosie, at times off in ber
own world but capable of strong
emotlonal outbursts that elicit great
pathos in Lwo key scenes. .

DANIEL KAHN plays the third
child, 12-year-old Solly, whom bis fa-
ther secms to regard mainly as an
errand boy. Kahn is dellghtfully fun-
ny aa he repeatedly races up and
down three Imaginary flights of
stairs between his. apartment and
the street and makes oullandish
statements (o try to get his parents’
attention.

Adding to the play's nostalgle hu-
mor s Peggy Thorp as Lotte, Frie-
da's close friend and nelghbar. Thorp
Is engaging as she dishes up advice
to Frieda or Indulges In her favorite
activlty, cursing Getz with a colorfu!
atream of invective that sometimes
ransiates awkwardly from (he orig-
inal Yiddish expressions.

TRACY KARBEL is fine as
Lotte’s doughter Rachel, who keeps
altering her name to try to sound
more assimilated. Roy Dennison is
good as Victor, Getz's gentile Iriend,

though. his is the least well-devel-
oped character.

Playwright Berman and JET dI-
rector Evelyn Orbach have done a
remarkable job of creating charac-
ters that thoroughly capture the au-
dlence's emotions; It is easy to really
1lke these people and: care about

them. .

Orbach keeps the pacing smooth
throvghout. At varlous times all
three of the children are required 10
cry on stage, and under Orbach’s di-
rectlon this is as convincing as ev-
erything else. .

Russ Smith's scenlc design and
Edith Leavis Booksteln's costumes
are well-sulted to Lhe family’s limlt-
ed means, and Tom Schraeder's
lighting works well.

“First Is Supper” debuted In Ber-
man's native Chlcago, and following
its run with the JET the play Is
scheduled for an' off-Broadway pro-
duction.

Barbara Michals is a retired
Southfield English teacher. A the-
ater critic for the last 17 years,
she is an invetcrate playgoer who
regulasly catches up on ali the
New York productions.
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4 EXCITING
b\ PERFORMANCES!
Saturdays at 11 a.m.

Oulland University's Professional Thaater Compeny

.
Song Sisters Holiday Concert

- ebrunry 29 Storyteller Jackie Torrence
- marcn28 Singer Joanie Bartels
. May2“The Firebird”
by Chicago's Puppet Place Theatre

* Calt (3 l 3) 377'3300 to chorge by phono

Single tickets are $6 ond go on salo December 9

Doors 10 the thestre opem ome-half howr before preformance.
Each performance lasts o b
Concerts not meommended for children wnder 3 years of age.

In associofion with '\{oﬁ&% D Aubum Hins

Chris and Julicare the

Song Sisters, one of Michigan's
mos! popular duos. A special
concert for the kotidays.

ximately one hour.
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Clarion

Clarion Hotel & Executive Suites

31525 W. 12 Mile Road at Orchard Lake Road
Farmington Hills

553-0000
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CASA LUPITA

ENCHILADA TRIO
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Our Enchilada Trio
ilada

© ABeef Enchila

* A Chicken Enchilada
» A Cheese Enchilada

. annbh Rice

Sunday - Thursday

Hurry, expires December 31, 1991

5(ASA LUPITA

Reservations Gladly Accepted

Troy * 643-7720 or 1-800-245-CASA
2085 West Big Beaver » Between Crooks & Coolidge
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@ Twice a week is better @ Twice a week is better @ Twice a week is better @ Twi

“The UIt

imate
Elf-Help Book

For casy. one-stop Christmas shopping. you can't beat an ENTERTAINMENT®
book. With over 1.000 two-for-one and 50% off discounts for the very best in
dining. movies. sports, special attractions, hotels and more. it's the perfect gift
for everyone. Give ENTERTAINMENT". It's the perfect Santa's helper.

adodninment.

2125 Butterficld Road. Troy, ME 48084 1313] 637-8444

$ 00 ilable through ity groups and charitable orpantzati
only 35— throughout your arca. or lhm’-scnnc s.lurc:: Hons
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