Japanese fumsh what we started

Befora he went on to write thoso

Brought You Pear] Harbor,” the title
a reference (0 a slogan he allegedly
suggested for the first Sony Corp, ac-
count In the United States,

Admen aren't laughlng now: Mit-
sublshi, Hondz, American Suzuki,
among others, canceled ads in maga-
zines and on TV shows (hat did spe-.
clals on the 50th anniversary of the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

SOME OF these guys are under-
standably a bit touchy. Mltsublsh
bullt ncarly everything In the arma-
da (hat led the assault, both ships
and alrplanes (photos of which were
on display in thelr corporale head-
quarters, hastily covered up a few
years ago during & visit by American
Journallsts, but I peeked).

Honda didn't cven exlst then, but
its ads talk about the Accord being
everybody's “target,” and they don't

want anybody to take them too liter-

ally. But I digress, -

It's clear that this whole Pearl
Harbor annlversary thing has gotten
out of hand. Sen. Donald Riegle flg-
ured ke could use the occasion lo

Dan

auto talk _ ‘.

McCosh

pomle pollcy favoring rapld capital
bulldup at’the ume of Japanese
Iiving standards.

IN WHAT hecame the ultimats of
economic ironles, Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur and Detroit banker Joseph
Dodge (on loan from (e predecessor

push through a bill ‘almed at reduc-
ing the auto parts deficit — giving

him a chance to wave the flag and,
hopefully, blot out the memories of
his constituents about his role in the
savings and loan flasco,

THERE ALSQ have been an unu-
sual number of storles to

‘World War II, as well as the postwar
bulldup of Japan's industrial base, ,*

THE JAPANESE military estab:
lishment that launched the Invasion
of Manchuria, the Philippines, and
attacked Pearl Harbor, not inciden-
ully, also lllll;‘xhul‘cd much n( the

clvl

tle together the infamous sneak at-
tack and the far more recent Japa-
nese domination of world manufac-
turing. Offsetting this Is a lot of U.S.
guilt-ridden hand-wringing about el-
ther Hlroshlma or the internment of
Japanese-Americans during World
War 11,

It's predictable hyperbole, but
malnly overblown, overemotional
stulf that detracts from today's le-
gitimate debate over current trade
lssues. Most of it, in fact, reflects a
gross Ignorance about the onset of

rise to power.

Defeating them was a bloody, ter-
rible task, which was followed by &n
American effort to rebuild the Japa-
nesc economy as quickly as possihle,
mainly to act as a bulwark agalllut

f

to G spelled out most of the
essentla] elementa of a trade pollcy
that would seriously threaten the
Unlted States a hall-cu:lury in the
future.

But there was much more than
nalvete at work here. Underlylnz
thelr actions was the premise thal
economic “war” Is nothing lke real
war —
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Look before you Ieap
into Soviet business

.Conlintiad from back page

has been hooked on govern-

n
ment subsidies for years, meaning .

workers and management bave nev-
er learned to conserve resourees.

BECAUSE HARDLY anything the
Soviet Union currently produces,
save perhaps weapons and vodka,
can be sold in world markets for
more than the value of the embodled
raw materials, Gregory noted the

ut {n extra hours or strive for abso-
!:xle quality.

“This is Like & brand-oew country
almost, and companies which want
1o get In on the ground floor are tak- |
Ing a risk, but if they can stay there
and learn like everyone else as they
g0, there could be long-term bene-
fits, but that is somewhere down the
road.” -

Another prospect lo comslder: :
Sinee the repuhliu are 30 ine
tertwined the Soviet

for Western

fresh in the minds of the men who
had just concluded a real one,
Building up businesses was sup-
posed to be the job of peace — a gen-
uine alternative to war, and some-
thing difficult to fault the Jepanese
lor lodny simply for dolng too well.

or
truslons in Asla.

A good deal of loday's Japanese
cconomle pollcy was written by
Americans in that postwar recon-
struction era — ineluding the resur-

rectlon of prewar corporate banking .

emplres, and a monetary and eco-

datebook

® ASKINGFOR A LOAN
Thursday, Dec. 12 — “Writlng a
Winnlng Loan Propesal” 1:30-4 p.m.
in Troy. Fec: $35. Informatlon; 689
4094. Sponsors: Buslness Enterprise
Development  Center, US. Small
Business Adminlstration, . Service
Corps of Retlred Execullves, Oak-
tand County Ecenomlc Development
Division, Troy Chamber of Com-
- meree. .

® CAREER WOMEN

Thursday, Dec. 12 — National As-
soclation of Carccr Women meets at
11:30 a.m. at the Steak & Ale Restau-
rant, Orchard Lake Road at I-696,
Farmingion Hllls. Fee: $15. Pro-

B8
SIERN Rinumas-Kncatas Bonns

MRIBEULS (1 DARLERD O,
SIRCESS

Butome Company

855 3600 [FITIETIN

gram: “So What Is Community Jour-
nalism? — and Why Your Story
Didn't Get In the Paper” by Judith
Doner Berne, assistant managing ed-
Itor of the Oakiand County Observer
& Eccentric newspapers. Informa-
tion: 474-4241. .

® PURCHASING MANAGERS

Thursday, . 12 — National As-
sopclation of Purchasing Manage-
ment meets 6-9:30 pm. at the Em-
bassy Suites Hotel, 28100 Franklin
Road, Southfield. Fee: $25 per per-
son. Information: 313-773-3737.

T NEW oo

® INTRO TO DOS
COMPUTERS

Friday, Dec. 13 — “Introduction
1o Computers with DOS" @ am. to 5
p.m. at the American Soclety of Em-
ployers, 23815 Northwestern High-
way, Southfield. Non-member fee:
$225. Information: Pat Murphy, 353-
4500,

® PROPERTY VALUES
Monday-Thorsday, Dec. 16-19 —
“Reatl Properly Valvation Methodol-
gy” for appralsal relicensure of-
fered In Troy. Information: 689-8282
Ext. 260, Sponsor: Walsh College.

ENT NEW SKIS
|  FOR THE SEASON

ALL NEW SETS « JUNIOR $139 » ADULTS $199
INCLUDES NEW SKIS, BOOTS, & BINDINGS.
INSTALLED & RELEASE TESTED,

OFTION TO PUFICHASE LIMITED AVANLABILTY. RENT TODAY AT ANY.

Bavarian Village

(OPEN DAILY 10-8 » SAT 10-9 » SUN 12:5

SKI SHOPS

worth keeplng In
mlnd whenever we rtmember Pearl
Harbor.

Dan MeCosh is automotive edi-
tor of Popular Science magazine,

arc

yet suspect,
“Everything in the Soviet Union Is
determined by five-year plans that
don’t work,” he said. “They have an
archale priclng system and there i3
no sct of incentives for workers to

Unfon may creale a trading bloc
similar to the European Community.
What -form or direction a Soviet
Communlly may take ix anyone's
guess, but for those with established
roots, it’s not lkely they'll ever be
kicked out.
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‘%~ Remember Classified

With an Obsesver & Eccentiic Classified .

% od...you'll make money hand over fisth

HOLIDAY
SAVINGS

_ Christmas

Starting

Deccmber 16, 1991

FPalm -
1 BeaCh 43236 Nowl T:Em:cnter

Off

rand River & Novl Rd

TPatio Furniture

& The Christmas Btore
Hours: Moa., Thur,, frl. 10-9; Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6; Sun. 114

347-4610

it d 86800 Fe FOTECHIGETmmimiaaansssnse

Waterford
7350 Highland Ad. (M-59)
7 Miles W, of Telegroph
Near Poatloc Alrport

666-2880

deduiasatssarttavas

on All Solid Wood Furniture, Custom
Upholstery and Accessories.

[ANIA
Its what youve waed all along, -

Steiit- (Gl

SEASON FOR SAVING SALE

with Pennsylvama House

SAVE AN EXTRA 10%!

In appreciation for your participation,
when you bring a new toy 1o our store, -
we'll give you an additional 10%
discount off our already sale priced
Pennsybvania House furniture. Offer
valid through December 24, 1991,

A o#cial Tops for Tots Grop off poied

2500 N. WOODWARD Of Bloomfield Hills 332-8348
OF BQUARE LAKE RO, QPEN MON., THURS., FRL TIL9 P.M.
PN FURNTTURE SIVCE 1917 TUES., WED., BAT'TIL 6:30 P,
X . Y v

Personal
the business ol’follg\::tg... The fr

" arr? tremet;dous. And, it's dlso
e perfect gift for anyone on your
P shoyﬁg list mo need! fo

stay i touch and on the go.

MobileComm’

A BELLSOUTH Company

IF YOU CARE ABOUT
SOMEONE THIS CHRISTMAS,

MAKE SURE THEY GET THE MESSAGE.

by MobileComm is the perfect gift for
eedom and convenience it provides

Available from your BELLSOUTH PRODUCT CENTER...

Alexander Graham’s

From common to extraordinary,

you'll find it here!

Personal & Business Phones/Accessories/Productivity. Devices

Cerngh Vst Cornn BN A (b Asonad

OAKLAND MALL TEL-TWELVE MALL
588-4444 355-1916 :
i { s



