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By Casey Hans
stafl writer

A jury found a 28-year-old ex-ma-
rine guilty of second-degree murder
Friday In the shooting of his former
roommate In thelr Newport Creek
apartment in Farmington Hills in
July. .

The verdlct came after scveral
hours of dellberation, and alter the
defendant, Raymond Joseph Florian,
Jr., had taken the stand Thursday In
his own defense. There, he admitted
he was frantic to detain 40-year-old
Dante] Magon, the man who be testi-
fled had bilked him out of $25,000
and was planning to leave town.

After contacting potlce the mom-
Ing of July 3, Florian drove to the

Meljer Thrifty Acres at Eight Mile

and Haggerty and bonght 2 gun and
ammunitlon. -

Farmington, Michigan

‘Clearly, Ray (Florian) gave very
compelling testimony about the
breach of trust he had with Magon.’

— David Binkley
defense attorney

“1 knew I couldn’t just go to him
and say . . . I would like to be relm-
bursed — I want my money back. He
was smooth. I needed some kind of
influence,” Florian sald,

He shot and killed Magon shortly
after noon that day at the Newport
Creek complex on Elght Mile.

DEFENSE ATTORNEY David
Binkley, who pleaded the case as
manslaughter, said be was not

surprised at the second-degree ver-
dict because he did not believe the
prosecutlon proved premeditation.

Premeditation 1s required for a
first-degree - convictlon, for which
Florlan was charged.

“Clearly, Ray gave very compel-
ling testimony about the breach of
trust he had with Magon. He felt be-
trayed and acted angrily. He [elt like
he was being provoked.”
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FH man guilty in murder of roommate

I think it's a really sad thing on
the part of both familles,” Binkley
added. “Both famllles (defendant's
and victim's) lost,"

Binkley 3ald he is unsure just what
type of sentence “his cllent will
recelve, though he can get up to life
In prison with a chance for parole.

Sentenclng for Florlan is slated
for .Dec. 30 before Oakland Clreult
Judge John O'Brien,

Oakiand County asslstant presecu-
tor Robert Hedges said he was “sat-
Istitd with the verdict” and that “the
degree of gullt is based on hls (the
ldlel'endnnl‘;) mental state at the

me."

FLORIAN TESTIFIED he meant

‘(o threaten Magon and “never in-
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A salute to Ernie

Ernle Harwell, a Far

Hills and ime voice
of the Detroit Tigers, shares a laugh Ftlduy with WCAR radio

d Marylou Janiga. The station selected Harwel! as the
4991 Seniar of the Year in Michigan, For more, see Page 1B,

JOHN STORMZAND/staff photographer

MEAP changes probably mean low scores

By Susan Buck’
stalt wrlter

Those hoplng for high Michigan
Educational Assessment Program
(MEAP) scores are llkely to be dls-
appointed this year, according to
two University of Michigan cduca-
tors,

“There's a 30 percent success rate
{expected on the new math) In the
first year for grades four, seven and
10,” said Sue Rigney, an assessment
consultant for the State Board of Ed-
ucation. “The test changed radically
for all grades.”

Test resulis of Farmington Publlc
school students will be discussed af
Tuesday’s school board meellng, nld
Carolyn Mahalak, of Farmington's
assessment office,

Meanwhlle staff members, many
of whom on Thursday had not yet
seen the test results , are

THE MATH SECTION of the test
has been revamped to place greater
emphasls on concepiual thinking and
reasoning skllls, according to Joseph
Payne, professor of mathematics cd-
ucation and co-chair of the state De-
partment of Education Committee

phasize rote computation and
highlight math skills that people use
In reat life,” Payne said. "“The test
places a greater emphasls than ever
before on conceptual understanding

. and contatns a broader range of con-

tent. Sectlons on problem solving,

to Develop the algebra, mental arithme-
Goals and Objs for tic and have been Includ-
ics Education. cd”

For the first time thls year,
MEAP test takers were alowed Lo
use calculators on major portlons of
the test,

“In redesigning the test, we were
trylng to define a new goal for math
Instruction in Milchigan, to de-em-

Reporter finds mini-MEAP

By Susan Buck
statl writer

holding their breath.

"We do not know when they will
be mailed (Lo parents), Mahalak sald.

Several staff personnel volun-
teered (o take part In statewlde re-
view scsslons of the math portlon of
the new MEAP along with other
stale teachers. Locally, they were:
Mahalak; Joan Armistead of Wood-
dalc Elementary’s learning center;
Bet! . a Wooddale Elementary
fourth grndt teacher; and Carolyn
Hewes of Larkshire Elementary's
learning center,

“We all reviewed the same mate-
rial,”" Armistead sald, “We took the
test and studied pl;

Ever since my last parent-leacher
conference with my daughter An-
nle's teacher, 1 had to know what
was on the ncw Michlgan Education
Assessment szum 's (MEAP) test
for fourth-graders,

Annie's teacher, who works In an-
ather suburban district, spent much
of our allotted 15-minute conference
session with her critique of the new
MEAP, both the math and reading
portions,

The use of caiculators — which
students weren't prepared for — and
the need for advanced logic in one
reading question were some of her
col

- of test items relalive to other test

items, graphics, ete, The main focus
Is an problem-solving by applicatlon
of mathematics rather than by com.
putation skitls.”

1

Michigan teachers bhave com-
plalned the test is more difficult and
students Lire easlly, said Sue Rigney,
the state school board's asscssment
consultant for mathematics.

i

The old MEAP test was a test of
“minimal skills,” according to
Payne, primarily measuring stu-
dents* ability to perform operations
such as addltion, subtractlon, long
division and

taught this type of material, are like-
Jy to think the new test is unfair, be-
cause il measures skills that have
not been incleded in mest Michigan
school curriculums,” Payne sald.
This Is an opportunity for them to
look at where thelr curriculum needs
to be changed and make the neces-
sary ad)ustments,” Payne sald.

“We {as a nation) arc miserable in
math and sclence,” Rlgney said,
“The people who work at math are
good at i, We are dylng here be-
cause our kids do nat have basle
skills. What was good for our parents
is not good enough for us.”

Many teachers, who have not

1 got four wrong, and

Plonse lurn to Pago 2

a challenge

1 WAS IN good company. Mike
Flﬂnzg.‘m. Farmington Schools su-
was taking the test, So

had to
intensely.

~Sue Buck

Observer reporter

So, when Farmington Public
schools extended an Invitation to
some parent representatives, school
board members, achool administra-
tors and this paper to take a portlon
of the MEAP, I jJumped at (he
chance,

1t's always more {un to be a volun-

test taker. The last mandated
standardized test I took was the SAT
in 1969,
So, 1 slipped Into the first seat In
¥

um others llke board members
Helen Prutow, Susan Renncls and
Cathy Webb.

“Before I left, my husband asked
me If I had eaten a good breakfast,
had a good night's sleep and had a
sharp pencil,” Farmington parent
Jan Beanett Joked in a whisper from
her seat directly behind me.

It was Benneit's suggestion to hold
this test session, I later learned.

“The only reason I'm here Is be-
cause it's confldential,’ Flanagan
Joked.

A source close Lo the superintend-
ent's officc said that Flanagan
missed two questions.

T got four wrong, and had to con-
centrate Intensely on some ques-
tions.

the first row of Fi 1igh
school's mgdla center.

Please turn to Page 2

SHARON LaMIEUX/ataft phatographes

Defendant Ray Florian huhg
his head momaenta after test
tying that he shot Danjel M
gon.

Football
champs
honored

By Casey Hama
statf writer

Members of Harrison's champlom
ship football team and thelr coach
were lauded Tuesday night by Farm-
ington school -officlals, who encour-
aged them to continue thelr success-
es throughout Ilfe.

“They are here thls evenlng .
because we care about them and we
take pride In their accomplish-
ments,” sald Farmington school
board presldent Jack Cotton, retired
athletic director for the Farmington
distriet,

Cotton and other officlals stressed
that they are proud not only of stu-
dent as athletes, but for the work
they do in the classroom as well, - -

“We've got successful high
schools, period,” said Superintendent
Michael Flanagan. “We're proud of
you not just because of what you've
accomplished on the football fleld.

“The toughest think about success
ts that you have ta keep on being a
success. We're really proud of you.™

TEAM CAPTAIN Mike Pescl
thanked the community for “all thelr
support” and head coach John Herr-
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r Obssrver
will  be
slopping’ by this week 1o
caltect for the month. Pleass
have the money ready and
be sura to got your receipt.
It's worth a $2.00 dlwounl
on the next classitied
advertisement you placs In
your hometown newspaper,

Carrlav




