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polnts of view

Sorry

HOLD IT, please. Before you read
this, let your eyes wander down the
page to Andy Sneddon’s guest col-
umn. Take a few minutes to savor
his written glft to the Farmlington

area. .
“Ticktickticktick . . . a few min-
utes are passing.
All finished? Good. Now please’
continue reading this one,

SORRY ANDY, but your logic —\
Alke Cheboygan High's football team
In the state flnals — i3 a loser. .

Now, Andy, I'm glad you wrote
that column and I'm glad the Che-!
boygan Dally Tribune published it.
And I'm happy that so many prep
foatball fans down here in fudgle-
land got Lo read it

1t got a lot of us down here {and up
there, too, [ suspect) thinkiog and
talking about where we live and

why,

I’Indy, we both know that's what
newspapering's all about, getting
people to think and talk and act. So,
niee going on that score. Of course,

live stcam was shooting out of a lot ~

of ears around here as they read
your oplalons about the Farmlington

* the  Devil's

An

area and ts cl‘lluns, but that's OK,
too.

1 suspect our fans'll survive to
bitch another day about some other

reporter’s column, You know sports

fans, Andy. They love to gripe about
what they read (or don't read) in the
newspapers. .

But what really bothered a lot of
us was the way you tried lo make the

state Class BB high school football *

~-our F
Harrison Hawks agalnst the Cheboy-
gan Chiefs Nov. 30 in u-e‘Ponu.c

—Llnm a
Evll kind of thing.

TO YOU, A schoolboy lool!;all
game nmounm‘ to: Up There versus
Down Here . .1 God's Country vs.
Domaln ... honest,
hard-working ¢ountry boys who
know the value of a buck vs. fat
Tudgles with too much money and
not enough bralns or brawn,

Well, that boat just won’t float,
Andy, and the game’s outcome — 34
7 In favor of the fudgics — has noth-
ing to do with why It won't,

Harrison won that game simply
because coaches — Messers.
Herrington and Sutter and others —

were beltel prepared than the nppo-
sition — agususl.

And over the years they've man-
aged %0 Infuse that spirit of pre-
paredness (both physical and mental)
to ldhclr young charges In greea and
gold.

Sure, that's only my opinion, but
it's based on almost 11 years cover-
ing sports in the Farmington area In
the 1970s and carly 80s.

Andy, in your column you asked us
to check out the Harrison parking
lot. Well, I have, my friend, maybe
too many times. The school ltself
probably wouldn't Impress you. It
has the grim look of 2 walled peni-
tentiary — complete with gun tur-
rets,

In fact, a rumor has persisted for
years that Harrison will be sold to
the county or state and turned into a
‘prison. h

Harzison fs also the runt of the
Farmlagton public high school litter,
enrollmeniwlse. - That's why the
fiawks, with a Class A football pro-
gram, always seem to be playlng for
B or BB titles. .

AND WHEN IT comes to athletic
facilltes, well, the playing flelds here
certalnly aren't lined with gold dust.
‘The foothall press box Is {or was) an

two-holer. that

one of ‘those out-bulldlngs you up
North guys might know about, There
are no lighta for football and the
scoreboard had a way of clunking
out at crucial moments,

But you see, Andy, none of this
matters. It's people, not luxury facil-
ities, that make & football

dy, that boat won’t float

Let’s just try to bloom where we are —

a smart move since

most of us don’t

have much choice about where we
live. We live where the job is, or where

the loved-ones are.

will never make the “Select Proper-
tles" section of our newspaper.

When it comes to houscs, people
and football programs, it takes all
kinds, Andy, and all kinds are what .
we have here in our community.

program. Harrison's bad those peo-
ple over the years, and they've man-

aged to bring five football champi-.’

onships to the school,

And, Andy, we had to laugh when
you wrote about those $150,000 hous-
in Farmington Hilla. [ guess that
might be about Jow average average
for Lhls town. There are olhers Lhat
go for about $400,000 (Yeah, thal's
out of my range, too, Andyl) and stlll
others known as “fixer-uppers™ that

Peoplewlise, It's solld white-coll
with maybe a slight bluish tint to it

Yes, there are doctors and lawyers
and corporate executives. And there
are also people who work In machine
shops.  Hopefully, they're all em-
ployed these days. Lots aren't
around here, you know. If you don't
betleve It, shine around and sce what
there is for our Farmington Goodfel-
lows to do,

Ah, but enough of this. Let's just

to bloom where we are -~ 2
smart move since most of us really .
don't have much choice about where
we llve, We llve where the job Is, or
where the loved-ones are.

Andy, if you're ever down this
way, Jook me up and we'll brave the |
“grid-locked trafflc” you're so con-
cerped about and maybe hit that
hated Glnopolis. I can recommend
the ribs. And if I'm ever in C-town,
you can show me the sights. I don't
know, but the Club 27 sounds llke my
kind of watering hole. And any place
calted Hank's probably has passibili-
ties.

Tom Baer is the cditor of the
Farmingten Observer,

Hills could be state’s ‘fudgie’ capital

Q: Andy Sneddon
gyest columnist

\CHEBOYGAN and Farmington
Hills are about 240 miles from one
appther, But there is more that

these two
from each other. Much more.

:Cheboygan s nestled here in rug-
ged Northern Michigan. The kids
geow up hunting and fishing or work-
ing on the farm. Most werk during
the summer at scrubbing boats or
taillng I the little “tourist" shops In

Clty and Ct
Many work throughout the school
year at Glen's, Carter’s or Subway.
Most bave had their share of experl-
ences with fudgies.

(There are families of fudgles all
over Farmington Hills, an upper
middieclass suburb of Detroit, If
you go to to the Class BB state
cliamplonship game, you are
10/ see the sons of doctors, lawyers
and white<collar executives wearing
the Harrison green and gold.

‘Cheboygan will counter with the
sons of cops, farmers, restaurant
and hotel managers, laborers, road-
crew workens, teachers, small busl-
nessmen, keypunchers and people
‘who work for the city.

' Thinga to do in Farmington Hills:
Drive around ln grid-locked traffic.
Go to the monstrous cinema where

\ Starting at

53 900

New o Previows Reni
DINNER JACKLTS
pa=

. SHIRTS 8=
o st o7 thow 50
TUXEDO UAUIDATORS

1 a802 T

, Deasbom Heights
S. of Joy

there are a dozen flrst-run movies
playing — for 6 bucks each. Put on
your best clothes, hop In your
Mercedes or Cadlllac or Corvette or
Porsche and try to impress the rest
of the trendies at the mall or a so-
called pub.

DO YOU KNOW what the bara are
ke in Farmington Hilla? Picture
the trendy spots in Petoskey or
Traverse City or Harbor Springs.
That is Farminguon Hills, You know,
3 bucks a bottle for the latest “in"

. beer.
‘What is Cheboygan? The Kingston

theatre, the Subway shop, Cheboy-
gan's Convenience Store, Johnnle's,
Hank’s and Club 27, Rivertown Car-
go, Kmart, The House of Belgae,
Pappas', The Gold Front, Mickey's
Mini Mart, The Famlly House Res-
taurant, Viau's, Kretchman's.

Two- and throe-story,  $150,000
homes are the norm in F. gton
Hllls. Of course (hese houses are
bullt about three feet from each
other because of the price of real es-
tate In metropolltan Detroit. The
lawn scrvice people come once a
week to spray chemicals to get rid of
the insects. God forbld mummy suf-
ﬁr the discomfort of a mesquito

te.

= Precious Moments

+ Hummels

+ Golden memories by Ladro'
of
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+ Large sclectlon of grecting cards

Hills sub-

Central

F:

urban .sprawl. Thirty years ago,
when the area was called Farming-
ton Township, there was nothing but
woods and swamp where Harrison
High School now stands at 14 Mile
and Farmington voads. .

r‘l-lx:ept for a few developments,

. is
It is, for the most part, the same as
1t was in 1970,

Do you know what's down the
street from Harrison High? A bar/
restaurant called Gloopolls where
professional sports stars are sald to
frequent. ANl you have to do iz walk
in the place and everybody there will
be more than happy (o teil you about
the night they bought a beer for Jack
Morris or Alan Trammell or Steve

zerman, . : .
*“He sat right here on this stool,"
the guy wlll tell you, Of course, he'll
also have to tet) you that he makes
$100,000 a year, his kids arc 4.0 stu-
. dents, hls wife docs 900 bours a week
of volunteer work at the hospital and
what a great athlete he was In
school.

HARRISON HIGH school opened
In 1970, Most of those $150,000 hous-
es are less than 25 yearsold. Harrison
graduates go on lo places such as

+ Enchantica and Krystonia
* David Winter Cattages
« Emmet Kelly Je. & Sr.
« Lilliput Cottages

G Plates

" ORNAMENTYS, -

Q}ema’s’
CARDS &

Farmington Jiitla » Open

37598 W, 12 Mile Road » Halsted Village Plaza

COLLECTIBLES

$ 10:9, Sun. 125 + 4494060

- ® Four course meal .
- Lobster bisque or beef barley soup - Specialty house salad-

$230 per couple

20 Drawing
1st Prize - 8250 Cash
Room or dinner pa
packages slso availal
raservations/information
call(313) 349-66868

Entree (choice of one per
with dill sauce or Swordfis

All couples purchaesing this
g‘;‘g. will ba entered in a Grand

la. For

Package inciudes;

ond hoirdryer.

availuble

* Hors d'ocuvre reception including gul! shrimp,
swited mushraom caps, Oyster Rockelelier and more.

A Night To Remember ...

New Year's fve at the Hotel Baronette
Overnight and Dinner Party Dackage

-« Datluxe guost roaom with VCR, microwave, hat pot,
in room servica bar, robes to enjoy during your stoy

« Usa ol our indoor pool, souna, whiripool and
fitness center.
* Inckugas B cockiads per couplo - cash bor

ﬁerson]FlEen mignon, Prime Rib, Salmon
- Baked potato with chefs choice of -
vegetable- Assorted miniature desserts- Live entertainment and
dancing- Champagne toast at midnight- Party favors -Tatal pkg.

“THE HOTEL BARONETTE

27780 Novi Road, Novi
On Twelve Oaks Mall Service Drive

O per couple

%

State,
Michigan, Eastern Michigan and
Western Michigan. All, of course,

courtesy of mom's and dad’s pocket-
bool

k. B

" Oh sure, Farmington Hilla kids
work. But 1'm sorry, & part-time job
at the city pool or valet parKing cars
at a restaurant during the summer
Isn't the same as balllng hay from
sunup to sundown, Larring a roof or
slaving over a tub of hot grease o
McDonald’s every day after schoal
and on weekends. )

+ Take a look at the student parking
lot at Farminglon HHls Harrison
Hlgh School. Convertahle Mustang
GTO, Chrysler LeBaron, Pontlac
Sunbird, Ford Escort GT, Jeecp
Wagoneer. These are swect 18 birth-
day presents,

At Chebaygan, it's plekup trucks, a
rusted out 12-year-old Chrysler Cor-
doba and a Plymouth Horlzon with
110,000 mlles on it. It's working on
that car for hours on the weekend to
kecp It running.

‘The recession hurts in both towns.
The unemployment rate ln Cheboy-
gan County Is 30 percent. General
Assistance has been sliced and diced

| - .
March Tire Co.

INVENTORY
NV

?armlnglon Hills epitomizes suburban

sprawl, Thirly years

ago, when the

area was called Farmington To wnship,
there was nothing but woods and
swamp where Harrison High School

now stands. . .

by the governor. A lot of péople are
running out of options. In Farming-
ton Hiils, daddy doesn’t get the big
Christmas bonus from General Mo-
tors because of the recesslon, Sorry,
Skippy, you'll have to spend spring
break in Daytona this spring tnstead
of Cancun, Mexlco. Sorry, Muffy,
you cant’ go to the prom in a stretch
lime. You'll have to take Blff’s Z-28
Instead.

1f womorrow's {ootball game was
10 be declded on per captia Income,
Hatrison would win easily.

‘The game, thankfully, is about 186,
17 and 18-year-old kids, blocking,

.

22 GOODSYEAR

CLEARANCE

tackling and running. It's about foot-
ball.

The Chiefs have a chance (o knock
off one of the true heavywelghts In
Michlgan high school football.

That's all they've ever asked for, a
chance.

Andy Sneddon is the sports edi--
tor of the Cheboygan Daily Tri- .
bune. His column appeared in
that newspaper on Nov. 29 — the
day before Farmington Harrison
beat Cheboygan, 34-7, in the state
Class BB football championship.
Sneddon, by the way, once lived in
the Detroit area. :
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Over the Holidays, why not drop your ¢ar off to be serviced while
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you're shopping.

*CANTON
5757 SHELDON RD.
)u:jl‘t ol Fo?d Rd
[Sheldon & Horvard Squore Plazas)

*PLYMOUTH *FARMINGTON
767 5, MAIN 33014 GRAND RIVER
455-7800 ;1710'6;70 )
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