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Schools should stress ]Ob skllls, parents say

By mvm Peat
statt writer

+ < Michigan residents want changes in pub-
ilc education — but they want them for
adults lnd -older students more than for

N ZNo dcmbt reflecting the slumplng econo-
my, 61 percent of these who responded to
‘this year’s Michigan Education Poll sald
.Ahat job skills ahould also be a lop educa-
}.bnal priority. .

. Nearly' two-thirds said ld:ooh should
mlke adult: reading skills a top priority.

percentages, listed college prepa-

ntlvn {57 perceat) and pre-school education
glb percent) as key uoll.s.

-2“IF YOU look at lchools. it (support) al-
iost ‘goes from the oldest group to the

ynungut group,” sald former state Sen.
Willlam Sederberg, who conducted Lhe poll
for l.uulnz»bned Public Sector Consult-
ants, Inc,

‘While 41 percent of thosa polled said they
favored substantial or radical change In the
state publlc education system, most none-
theless 'gave good grades to their local
schools,

Local schools were glven an A by 11 per-

" cedt of those who responded, the highest
pereentage In the past decade. Overall, 83
pcreenl gave their schools.a grade of C or
bette:

Smu Board of Education President Doro- -
thy Beardmore warned, however, that the
good grades could actually be & roadblock
to the kind of changes belng sought.

“ONE OF the hluut problems is Uut

there's oo mud: satisfaction from adults,”
the Rochester resident sald. “Theres the
feellng that we need change, but our local
schools are just flne.”

Despite . the generally good grades,
Beardmore sald logal school boards should
take survey results seriously.

Oplnions were taken from 800 Michigan
restdents, nearly 40 percent from Detroit
suburbs. Among the llnmn;a.

® More thai thred In every {lve respon-
denta favor “schools’of cholce” — letting
students choose any schools Lhey wish with-
in their local district.” Less than half would
allow students to choose schools In other
districts.. That figure shot up to €2 percent,
however, if students would attend pn)xrlms
In private and church-related school

® Other wlidely-approved :hmgls In-

cluded extending “the’ school year to 200
days (61 perceat), student skill guarantees
(59 .percent) and bonus pay for proficlent
teachers (38 percent)..Charter schools —
fetting luchen lorm thelr own schools — .
only received rerccnl support, though
Sederberg nci.now edged It was the Teast
publicized of the reforms proposed by the
survey,

@ Depsite the call for change, respon-
dents were Ioath to ralse taxes, Fewer than
20 percent would approve schools of cholce,
guaradleed skills, bonus pay or an extended
schéol ‘year !f it meant a tax increase. Near-
ly 60 pereent disagreed that more spending
would mprova test scores,

& The overall call for change was great-
est amgng Detrolt residents: 18 percent {a-
vored abolishing the local district outright,
while 52 percent callcd for substantial

: clmnge.

In contrast, only five percent of subur-
banites would abolish their local schools
Still, 37 percent sald they favored substan.,
tlal change. .

® Not surpriaingly, parents with children

'In public classrooms saw a rosier future for.

public education than those who send u::lr
children to private schools.

A third of public school parents saw Lhelr
local schools getting better, compared with
17 percent of those who send their children
elsewhere. At the same time, 18 percent of
public school parents, and 24 percent of pri-:
vate school parents, saw their local puhllc'
schools getting worse.

Respondents were evenly divided bes
tween males and females, The margin of -
error was plus of minus 3.7 percent on any”
answer.

Due to state budget-cuitlng, this yenra
survey was underwrltten by the Upjohn Co.
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on 1003 of ltems Storowlde

County medical society elects offlcers

professional nrgnnlmllom Kraolfs a
urologist with a practice {n Pontiac.
Dr. Kenneth Gitlin will serve for a
year as the pruldenl-elecl of mc
MS. Gltlin is
geon with o(ﬂm ln Southfleld und
" West Bloomleld.
Dr, David Harold was elected as

x.. DECK THE
HALLS WITH™,

d CAR FONE

secretary of the medical soclety.
Harold has a urology prncllw in
Pontlac.

New of the Oakland
Cnunly Medical Soclety is Dr. Ralph
y. Coskey .1s a dermatologist

qu Jln office In Farmington.

'.Four new offlcers were rvcenl.ly
iristalled at the Annual Meeting of
fhe 1,470 phyzician-member Oakland

County Medical Society (OCMS) held,
.l the Troy Marriott Hotel,

j.Dr Harm Kraal succéds Dr.
Clny\an Gordon as pmldenl of the
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ENERGY EFFICIENT
VINYL REPLACEMENT

WINDO
AS LOW A

199

QUALITY: Wallsige's vinyl
repraccmenl windows with Ford glass
insufate like wood. refain their beauty
like coated aluminum and perform
smoothly in any weather, Yel, won't
sceatch, pit, rot, corrode or mildew.

# SERVICE: For over 47 years, we
have manulaciured and installed our
qualily replacement windows and
backed them with the strongest
guarantee in the industry.

¥ SAVINGS: In order to manufacture
and install thousands of windows every
year we purchase large quantities of
materials at volume discounis and pass
these savings on fo you enabling us to
sell windows lor less.

PUBLICATIONS. IHC

The Hometown and Observer and Ecceatric “Creative Living” scctlion
has the largest selection of suburban display real estate ads in-the metra area.

)HONEYBAKED

The original splral -sliced ham.

PER
WINDOW
INSTALLED

(5 Window

Minimum Ordor) .since 1957,

. A Slice Of Holiday Tradition!

One slice at a time... tradition tastes so good when
it's HoneyBaked brand ham. Fully cosked.
Spiral-sliced. Honeyspive glazed. Elegant
to serve. Perfect for haliday gifts,
-Distinctively delicious,

NG PAYMENTS
TILL APRIL *92
100% FINANCI
AVAILABLE NG HoneyBaked Brand Hams Are Awailable
Only At HoneyBaked Ham Co. Stores
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