With a song in her heart.

Hilary Levey, 11, of West Bloomtield, seems to be putting her
heart into the finale of “The Best Christmas Ever” staged ear.
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Botsford school

(FOA

checked after -
teacher faints

By Anne Sullivan .

gtatt writer

‘When Cindy Berkaw, 2 kindergar-
ten teacher at Botsford Elementary
of Clarenceville school district, mys-
teriously falnted in her classroom,
students were removed that day
from the classroom “for safety pre-
cautions,” according to Superintend.
ent David Kamish,

The room has been checked since
the Dec. 2 incident for every possibic
cause, according to Kamishk, and an
air vent has been repaired.

As a result the leacher and stu-
dents will return to their classroom
today. Clarenceville tncludes north-
cast Livonia, northwest Redford and
southeast Farmington Hllls.

BERKAW WAS taken te St. Mary
Hospital tn Livonia where she was
kept overnight.

Tests run on Berkaw found noth-
ing physically wrong with her. She
was later checked by her family doc-
tor and was found to be in g-od
health.

The week before she falnted, Ber-
kaw and the para-professional in her
class were not feeling well. They be-
came lethargic and very sleepy a
couple hours after arriving in the

dren's theater, called ﬂo Chocolate Chip Players. The group,
directed by Laura Schwartz, will begin a new session in Janu-

lier this month at the Far ] F Hills C: J
ty Center, She's a member of the Community Center's chil-

ary. it d, call the center at 477-8404,

Cuts in state-paid

By Casay Hans
stat! weller

Farmington school

Three GHI Elementary parents —
Jan Bennett, Debble Lukasiak and
Kerry Kelly — are active In the Coa-

Michael Flanagan has asked a group
of parents active in the polltics of
schoot finance reform to tackle the
Issue of Soclat Security cutbacks at
the state level, .

He encouraged all resldenis to
“badger the Leglslature” over the is-
sue of cutbacks In that arca, which
could cost districts upwards of $440
miltlon per year. Currently the state
pays the employer portlon of Soclat
Security far public school districts,
but actlon has been taken to cap how
much they pay.

“I recommend we encourage our
leglslators at least not to make this
worse,” Flanagan added.

lition of Parents group
which Is beglnning to make polltical
Inroads In Lansing. They have jolned
parents from other dlstricts in look-
ing at’the overall school financing
picture and determining ways to ad-
dress concerns,

“This might be an issue for the
parents 1o sink their teeth into,” sald
Flanagan, referring to the COMP
group. With other issucs such as tax
base sharing and recapture, districts
have been focuslng on immediate
concerns and not watchlng this fu-
ture issue quite as carefully, he safd.
“It has olmost taken our eye off the
ball, so to speak.”

THE FARMINGTON HIlls par-
ents were given copics of an artlcle

FICA hurt schools

on the toplc, which Flanagan recent-
ly wrote for the Michigan School
Business Offlelals, of which he Is
president, In It, Flanagan said he has
been warning of the Soclal Security
cutbacks since carly 1988,
. Bennett said COMP would raise
the issue at a January meeting.
“Wake up,” Flanagan wrote in his
President’s Report column. “By cap-
ping Social Security for all districts,
1he state Is beginning the process of
‘stealing’ $440 million a year. Those
who believe the money will be used

to supplement the formula are -

naive.”

Flanagan said the state signed an
agreement with the federal govern:
ment "deeades ago™ and that it is
their legal responsibillty to pay it —
altof It."

The distriet chief has warncd of
the impact of state finance reform

Flanagan impressed by federal
concern for future of education

Farminglon superintendent Mi-
chael Flanagan sald he was Initially
“skeptical” about a recent trip to
Washington, D.C., where he met with
ofticials (o discuss the future of edu-
cation,

Rut after the onc-day meeting
where issues were discussed among
four superiniendents from other
parts of the country, Flanagan said
he was “impressed” and that “the
skepticism is gone."

Five superlntendents representing
the Mldwest, West Coast, Rocky

Mountains, East Coast and the South
all attended the Nov, 22 meeting.
They met with David Kearns, deputy
Secretary of Education and former
president of Xerox, whom Flanagan
said he would like to [nvite to Farm-
ington someday soon.

THE US, DEPARTMENT of Edu-
cation held the meeting to get feed-
back from local superintendents like
Flanagan, so they can sce how thelr
plans and policles impact education
at the working tevel, he sald.

“They realize there is a genulne

vaid,” he added. “I belléve the peo-
ple {in Washington) are as concerncd
as weare”

People can look f{orward to big
changes in education In coming
years, he added. “For us to think
public education is going 10 look in
the futurc the way it is today is . . .
najve.”

The U.S. Department of Education
will likely keep a network in place,
50 it can communicate with locak
districts about the Impact of federal
action, he said.

Students take over city for day, cut
budget and push snow removal aid

By Susan Buck
siatt writor

There were many new  faces
around Farmington Hills City Hall
Tuesday. No, there hadn’t been a re-
call . . . it was just the 10th-annual
student government day.

North Farmington High and Har-
rison High students assumed the
roles of city offlcials, department
heads and councll members,

“The mock city council meeting,
which lasted just $0 minutes, asked
for solutions to we questions: Haw
to cut the budget and how to plow
and clear the sldewalks.

“They (rled to defer the budget
questlon,” said Steve Brock, assist-
ant to the clty manager.

Students managed lo pare the
budget by making cuts [n the special
services and public services depart-
ments.

1n the end, the new “council™ was
booed by certaln “‘department
heads,” according to BIIl Brinker, a
teacher at North Farmington,

HARRISON HIGH supplled the
Mayor, Allsa Koval, along with three
councitmembers, Deron Cook, Julle

Ritter and Jason Dreyer. North

d

5 ‘ v

Allsa Kova!, a Farmington Harrison High School student, was
Farmington Hills mayor for 8 90-minute mock council meoting

1ast week.
Farmington High supplled the re-
maining three bers, Dar:

Brock said.

ren Spiiman, Laura Willlamson and
Robert Thompson.

As for haw Lhe clty should plow
and clear Its sidewalks, students de-
clded (hal city staff should go
around the c¢ity to determine who
was able (o physically clear his or
her sidewalks and who Jras not,

The was that charitable
organizations could help out those
who were physically unable, Brock
said.

“Can you imagine the work?”
asked Brock, who delighted in hear-
Ing the student reasoning. “This Is
unworkable.”

since he returned to the Farmington
district in 1985 as an assistant super-
Intendent for finance. He predicted
the recent change In the state recaps
ture formula — although he belleved
It would be phased in — and has also
talked about ralds on Saclal Security
and pension contributions,

sald Berkaw. A parent
who was in the classroom also com-
plalned of similar symptoms,

“I knew it wasn't me," said Ber-

"kaw. “Others were fecling it tog, so 1

knew something was wrong with the
room.” She notified Princlpal Jesse
Baker of the problems the day be-
fore Thanksgiving break.

After Berkaw's complalnt, the dis-
trict had her classroom tested on
Nov. 29 for formaldchyde, gas
fumes, and carbon monoxide by the
Michigan Environmental Auditors.
The tests all came back within sale-
ty limits, .

Berkaw was told if there were
problems again, that she and the stu-
dents would be placed in another

room. .
The following Monday, while in

class, she fainted. The students were .

removed from the room, On Dec. 5.
the -building was checked for gas
Teaks. No leaks were found,

The district’s next step was to test
the water, said Kamish. The Wayne
County Board of Health took water
samples, tested them, and found
1hem “safe for human consumption,”
Kamish ‘told trustees at Thursday
night’s board mecting. -

THE CAUSE of Berkaw's fainting
spell is still a mystery.

On Dec. 9, instantaneous readings
were taken for the carbon monoxide
and oxygen levels In Berkaw's class-
room by Henry Maciejewski, hazard-

ous materials manager of the Wayne |

County Health Department. The lev-
els were found 10 be within the safe-
ty guidelines.

Maciejewski suggested that the
room be tested for carbon dioxide.

‘The Michigan Environmental Au-
ditors were called back ‘to test the
school for carbon dioxide. Berkaw's
room tested at 700 parts per million.
Recommended levels arc 700 parts
per milllon or less, and the human
threshold Jevel s 5,000 parts per
million, according 1o Informatlon

, provided to Kamish.

Although the levels can reach
5,000 parts per million before caus-
ing problems for humans, he was
told. drowsiness, dizziness and
nausea can be expericnced by some

‘people at levels of 1,000 parts per

million.

The second kindergarten room at
Botsford tested at 1,000 parts per
million.

Berkaw's classroom was empty at
the time of the carbon dloxide tests
while the other kindergarten room
had students. The auditors suggested
that If the empty classroom had stu-
dents, it could have tested at a level
of 1,000 parts per million too.

A heating and cooling firm’ was
called to inspect the schoal’s heatlng

.

systems. They found that the class- |

room was receiving only recirculat-
ed air because of an alr flaw dilfer-
ential problem.

KAMISH SAID the necessary re-
pairs were made to the heating sys-
tem, dampers now open properly
and 20 percent fresh air flows in the
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SILK BLOUSE

Both elegant and laxurious
at the holidays. Jewel
neck blowse for misses

and petites. Black,
ivory, white, pink and red
Misses sizes 4-t4

Jacobsons

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

Shop vanl ¥ pm Monday through Satu

HOLIDAY SHOPPING HOURS

v. Noon to 3 p . on Sunday.

We welcome Jacobson's Charge” MauerCand®. VISA®, and Amenicen Express® . 1.300.614.4770
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