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Jones

Kids take to flying
trapeze with ease

Nine-year-old Julie s on the cireus bar high above
the ground, ready to try the trapeze. Young Adam
climbs the ladder behind her, step by step up a straight
vertical pole.

Clreus Master Darwin Thompsen checks Jutle's
safety belt, grasps her firmly around the waist, pulls
the trapeze forward with a fong hook and pushes it off
again. They lean forward, Julle with ber arms
outstretched, ready to grasp the bar when It swings
back.

Soon Julle Is on the flylng trapeze, hanging by her
knees, swinging high, high above the ground.
Reluctantly, she drops to the net and is helped to the
ground by Chief of Circus Dennls Hudson.

Adam has reached Lhe high bar now, and is ready to
lollow.

These are not klds who ran away to join the clrcus,
‘They just ran downhill from the swimming pool at
Club Med Eleuthera, to the Mini Club, an activity
center for kIds 4-12. Dad and Mom can swing through
the alr on the (lylng trapeze too, but at the moment It Is
not thelr turn.

1 you haven't been to Club Med in recent years, you
might not reallze that the swinging singles of the '70s
are now the parents of the *90s; Club Med grew up with
them and now has 44 Min! Clubs and 14 Baby Clubs
- around the world.

Singles can still swing at Clubs lke Martinique and
Playa Blanca, and couples without kida still go to Club
Meds worldwide, but there are now five Family .
Villages in North America and a1l five of them bave
circus workshops.

Family villages are in Ixtapa, Mexico; Punta Cana,
Dominfcan Republic; St. Lucia, West Indies; Sandpiper,
Fla; and here in the cenlcr of the long, aklnny island of
Eltutherl Bahamas. Cop) ountain, Col
offers a Family Viliage; Il 1.1 aakl vluue And does not
have a clrous,

Family villages are based on a slmple {dea. Mom-
and Dad have fun without the kids. The kids have fun
without the parents. The family can be together any
time L wants to. Who says you can't have your cake
and eat It too?

Two- and 3.year-alds hang their leeny. weeny blkinls
on the clothes Iine at the Petit Club, Kids 4 Lo §,and 7
through 11, come here to the Minl Club. They can
swim, snorkel, water ski, boat, hike and go on plenles
" just lke any other GM, as the Gentlle Members of Club
Med are called, but the main event of this playground
is the clrcus.

‘Adam and Julie and all the other kids spend thelr
time working toward Clrcus Eleuthera. A show of
some kind £ held nightly in the open alr amphitheater;
Circus Eleuthera 15 one of the highlights of the week.

1f you are Interested in a Family Club, call toll-free
{800) CLUB-MED. Ask about the Kids Stay Free
program Lhat allows your children ages 2-5 to stay free
April 25 to May 2, 1052, at St. Lucia and Punta Cana;
ages 1-5 at Ixtapa, Mexico and ages 4 months through 5
years at Sandpiper, Fla., for those same dates.

Kids 2-5 stay (ree Jan. 4 through Feb. 6 and Feb. 22

(hrough March 7 here at Eleuthera, Bahamas, You can

" take one kid free per paying adult.

Adults pay from $1,500 to $2,000 per person,
depending on the dates, for a week at Eleuthera, St.
Lucla, Punta Cana, Ixtapa. I’s closer to $1,000 a week
at Sandpiper, but you provide your own air
transportatlon. Ask about discounts when you call.
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Club Med matures

Smgles couples kids enjoy sun, surf, socuahzmg

By Iris Sanderson Jones
speclal writer

surf here on the Club Med side of Eleuthera and -

It'x 7 a.m. The suc Is up, Jighting the Atlantic Ocean

the calm Carlbbean waters on the other side. This
Island is 120 miles long and a mile vddo s0 the
Lwo oceans are only a mile apart, i
There are 20 small settlements hidden in serub trees
along the road that travels the length of the istand.
Spanish Wells to the north, Rock Bay to the south, and
the 17th century village of Governor's Harbor here ln
the center of the lsland near Club Med. .
® & am. Slagles and couples, many with children,
follow the flowered paths of Club Med to the dining
room for a butfet breakfast: fruit, cereal, hruds ©ggs,
bacon, pancakes, French toast.

Food, including wine and beer at meals, and all activ-
ities, come with the price of your room at Club Med, so
the beads we wear around our necks are for bar drinks
and shop purchases, the only thing you can spend money
on at Club Med.

_® 9am. The 2- and 3-year-olds in the Petit Club are '
led by their GOs (Gentlle Organisateurs) to the beach or

to one of the other activilles on the schedule. Tho older
kids in the Minl Club are learning to (ly the trapeze or
taking scuba lessons in the pool.

Parcnts say that the younger ones have to be dragged

to the Minl Club on day one, but they don't care if they

see their parents at all by day two.

@ 10 a.m. Those who slept or swam through break-
fast are being served a sitdown breakfast in the warm
apen air of La Terrace, beside the sea, out of sight of
other actlvities. La Terrace 13 also open for dinner, but
it only scats 30 — so reservations are hard to get,

& By mld-mumlng the adults are around the pool, on
the beach or across the Island at the marina, busy with
snorkeling, scuba dlving, salling, golf or just stretched
out in the sun asleep or with a book.

A few swim In the surf, but there is no Ufeguard and
sometlmes the surf s rough. Most of us enjoy the Atlan-
tic breeze but swim cither in the pool or in the calm

pool
green waters of the Caribbean 2 mile away at the Club -

Med Marina,
® Noon. The water cxercises and the pool games are

.over, the sun-is high and we begin to gather at the ter-

race that jolns the bar, dining room and pool and to drift
in for tunch. They serve lunch high above the sea In the
marina too, 5o the shuttles are busy,

Some chlildren eat together at the early lunch set up
for them, others jaln their parents here for lunch at the
blg round tables for elght.

® 2 p.m. The kids arc o their groups laking scuba-
dlving lessons or otherwise enjoying the water. The
adults arc clther asleep beside the pool or they are play-
ing In or on the waler toa.

Anyane Inclined to alghisee gets off the :l;uttle “at the

Parents say that the younger ones
have to be dragged to the Mini Club
on day one, but they don’t care if
they see their parenls at all by day
two.

it ks atso time to flnish small chores.
® 6p.m, People are already In line to make reserva-
ions for dlnner at La Terrace, where dinner Is served in
ouldoor sctting. There are only 30 scats, so

light” and wanders the tiny
Harbor, set around a scenlc bay. You walk past the uw
shops, the pink stucco town hall and historic St. Pa-
trick’s Anglican Church and on to the original settle-
ment bulldings on Cupld’s Cay.

Cupld's Cay ls no restored village. The brightly col-
ored houses of the Eleuthera Adventurers are still in
use.

The Elcuthera Adventurers, the first Europeans to
walk Bahamian shores after Columbus, shipwrecked on
the north end of the istand In 1648, spent the flrst winter
in a cave and then scttled here on this'coral cay.

Eve - Pinder, who grew up In Detrolt, came to the
Bahamas on vacatlon 25 years ago and Is now a perma-
nent resldent here, says there was no fresh water on
Cupid's Cay. “They had Lo walk back in the direction of
what is now Club Med for their water.”

® 4 p.m. People begin to gather on the terrace that
connects the pool, dinlng hall and bar, to apend orange
and yellow beads on pina coladas, kallk beer and fruit
Jjulces and to swap storles of the day, The few small
shops, as well as the bank and tour office, open again, so
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A UNIQUE GIFT
{or the sportsman.

A vacation getaway at
Camp Lochalsh
aCanadian 4 star
wilderness fishing resort
on Wabatongushi Lake.

3 day package A
from $245.00 U.S, y

Divers Incorporated

“THE DIVER’S DIVE STORE"

Join the Underwater World!
SCUBA & SNORKELING

For details call: . :

(313) 642-4087 3380 Washtenaw Avenue 42295 Ann Arbor Rd.
or write: Anp Arbor, M! 48104 Plymouth, Ml 48170
#1 Kennedy Square 313-971-7770 313-451-5430
Ste, 2333 . .
Dotroit, M1 48226 s Open Sundays 12-5 in December

Add Excltemant To Your Life

EQUIPMENT

Great Christmas Gift
UNDERWATER CLASSES

in PMC Center

“the room.

lhe reservatlons are filled by a few minutes after six.

® 7 p.m. We begin to drilt up the stairs to the dining
room for dinner, which Ls spread out buffet-style across
Hot foods, cold salads, cheese bar, dessert
bar, wine and beer bar. .

e 8 p.m. The evenlng entertainment beglns. Tonight
It Is Circus Eleuthern. The kids who have practiced all
weck are the stars. I sat with the rest of the crowd inan
open alr theater and clapped with awe and delight as
they did their steff.

‘There was a part for cverybody. The litile kids were
the llons, growling on upturned boxes while the comical
lion tamer cracked hls whip, Others performed on the
trampollne. A few made it o the high wire. The star
was a 12-year-cld called Dorcen who did the double tra-
peze with Darwin and brought the house down.

Adam and Julie were there, hanging by thelr knees
from the flying trapeze, as proud as any stars in a Ring-
ling Brothers Barnum and Bailey Clreus.

For informatlon, contact your travel agent or tete-
phone toll-Iree (800) CLUB MED:
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Med honeymooners

Craig end Bev Brass of Plymouth honey-
mooned at Club Med Eleuthera. The week’s
vacation was a surprise organized by Craig

because “Bev wanted somewhere warm
where we could relax on the beach. Bev loves
s0 the Family Village was OK,” Cralg
‘We weren't really prepared for the caf-
eteria-style butfet and the big tables at din-
ner, and the quality of the food was only mod-
erate, We loved dining at La Terrace, but it is
almost impossible to get in.” Club Meds tra.
ditionally have lots of food and wine casually
set out in butfet style. I’s a place where peo-
ple mix, 5o guests typically sit together at ta-
bles for eight. Club Med Eleuthera Is one of
the older villages, so the rooms are spartan.
Newer Club’ Meds are more luxurious. Kids
can stay with parents or you can pay a dis-

counted rate for an adjoining room.

] EMBASSY SUITES®"

Detroit-Livonia/Metro West

AND PARADISE
SIS CELEG
%
a‘*’ NEW YEAR’S EVE 1991-92 <
Join Us In Bringing In

The New Year
Gala Style!

For Reservations Call:
(313) 462-6000

19323 Vietor Paik
Located In Victor Corporate Park

Plan Now!
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