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Bel-Aire residents

expect flood relief

By Casey Hans
staff writer

Residents of Farmington's Bel-
Aire subdivision should soon have re-
liel from decades of flooding woes,
city otficials said Monday. .

Completion of a citywlde $13-mil-
lion sewer improvement project —
an updating of sewer lines and addi-
tion of a 3.2-milllon gallon retention
tank on Nine Mile — should take
care of the majority of the subdivi-
slon's basement flooding problems,
they sald.

It was discovered as recently as
1989 that the problem wasn't in sew-
er lines under the subdlviston at ail,
but In a sewer Interceptor down-
stream near Grand Rlver.

That was updated as part of the
project, and additional rellef lincs
were added.

“We really belleve the correction
= two Lhirds of it — has been put
into place,” Cily Manager Robert
Deadman told about & dozen resi-
dents, mostly from Lamar Street,
who returned to the council to hear
an engineering report on the Bel Alr
{looding problem,

“This is not a ncw solution. We
were working very diligently in 1989

‘We really believe the correction —
two thirds of it — has been put into
place. This is not a new solution. We
were working very diligently in 1989 to
find an answer to the problem. You
just didn’t know about it.’

— Robert Deadman
" city manager

to find an answer to the problem.
You just dldn't know about it.*
Weeping tile dralnage systems un-
der the Bel-Alre houses pumped ex-
cess water into the sanltary sewers
but the capacity of the sewer llnes
downstream  couldn't  handle the
flow, sald city englncer Dave Mar-
Iner. That included flow from Bel-

- Alre and other points north.

Mariner explalned that the multl-
milllon-dollar sewecr project and
other recommendations adopted by
the city councll Monday, should al-
leviate most of the problems, which
resideats say have plagued thelr

neighborhood since it waa built In the
1950s. The sewer project retention
basin should be complete by next De-
cember.

“We've had three floods in three
years wlm suhsumlnl damage to
our homes," satd resldent Michele
Kramer. "l hope these rellef lines
work.”

As part of the relief effort for resl-
dents, the clty councll Monday
adopted a four-point set of recom-

mendations Including:
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Sun chasers
Movie makers achieve dream

“Camus’ Shoes” is showing
through Dec. 22 at the Michigan
Theatre, where the half-hour fitm
will precede full-length movies.
At 6:30 p.m. tonight, Dec. 19, it will
be shown prior to “Cyrano De
Bergerac" starring Gerard De-
pardicu. “Camus’ Shoes” will be
seen at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
21 before ’Rascncmnu & Guil-
denstern Are  Dead,” starring
Richard Dreyfuss.

It will also be shown at 5:30
pm., Sunday, Dec. 22 before
“Prospero’s Books" at 6 p.m., and
“Hamlet” starring Mel Gibson

and Glenn Close at- 8:30 pm.

Showings are planned for early
January at the Magic Bag The-
atre in fashionable Ferndale, Calt
lhc';\!aqic Bag at 544-3030 for de-
tails.

By M.B. Dlllon
staff writer

Fairy tales can come irue, it can
happen to you, especially if you're
Larry Carroll, er in some way con-
nected with his Farmington Hills.
based company, Sundog Productions

ne.
' Massachusetts-born  Carroll and

Mike Janz and Ed K

SHARON LeMIEUX/stal photographer

served as

producers

for “Camus' Shoos,” Ihe feature film debut of Sundog Films,

two of his high school buddies
dreamed about making a movle to-
gether someday. The director, actor,

‘and wrlter are pushlng 40, but

they're young at heart, and they did

i

Their 30-minute feature (llm,
“Camus’ Shoes," premicred Satur-
day night at the bistoric Mlchigan
Theatre in Ann Arbor before a cock-
tall-s{pplng, hors d'ecuvre-munching
crowd resplendent In tuxcdos, gowns
and jewels.

Among those having the most fun

were the film's co-executive produc- -

ers, Carroll's partners Ed Krajewski
and Mike Janz, and the actors, In-
cluding Scanlon Gait, a former De-
troiter now residing in Los Angeles.

Gail, who’s appeared in movles in-
cluding 'The Tocketeer,” “Tough
Guys,” and “Fright Night 11, plays
Fred Titlebaum, a desperate and up-
tight Yuppic realtor sut{ering 2 mid-
life ceisis Ln the Sundog Film produc-
tion.

Central in the “comedy noire” ls
Kevin Yon, a natlve of Pittsticld,
Mass. now ltiving In Rockford, a sub-
urb of Grand Raplds. Yon — whose
eredits inctude roles In the movies
“Sweet- Charily, “Blindlalth,” and
“Man of La Mancha® — plays Albert
Camus, maintaining his existential
roots with a twist of 90s awarencss,

Boston-native Judlth Roberts, who
starred in the cult classle “Eraser-
head,” plays Fatima, “Psychlc to the
Celebrities.”

In Carroll's estimation, Roberts®
performance is one of the film's
bright spots. The hightights in Fati-
ma's eyes as she gives Fred a $50
ectoplasmic encounter “are the size
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Mercy student Sharmila Paul moves to a step native to Rajasi-
nan, Indis. The dance was part of an Ethnic Bazaar held at the
Farmington Hills achool this month.

Mercy students
linked by culture

' By Casey Hana
staff writer

Cultural understanding doesn't
come naturaily.

It takes work, as studenis and
staff at Mercy High Schoel have
discovered over the years

The school's 12-year-old Human
Relations Council plays a big rele
in festering good communicaticns
between people of different ethnic
and cultural backgrounds by work-
ing year-round and hosting events
such as the recent Ethnlc Bazaar,
held Dec. 13 in the school’s drama
studio.

Mercy,” an  all-girls private
scheol, is at 11 Mile and Middlebelt
roads in Farmington Hills.

1 think at Mercy diversity is our
biggest asset,” said Gladys Ayala,
a senior who sits on the HRC.

“Qur main point is basically to
talk about things ~ about ethnlc
differences,” said Dawn Owen, an
HRC member who co-chalred the
bazaar with another student, Karu-
na Mantena. “We thought this

SHARON L-ulElemn nnmouvnpn«
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Growing new roots
in Farmington and
Farmington Hitle

would be a good way to teach peo-
ple about the cultures.”™

THE THEME of this year's ba-
zaar was “Peace Through Under-
stapding.”

Chaldean, Indian, Arabic and Af-
rican American cultures are pre-
dominant in the school. Those cul-
tures, plus others, were given a
chance to shine during the Ethnlc
Bazaar which featured varied
foods, cthnic dancing, and a display
of artlfacts from around 1he world
loaned to the school by Merey fam-
ities. Students say the event is not

Please turn 10 Page 3

‘Queen of Diamonds’

Book on Tiger Stadium
chronicles controversy
over needed renovation

By Anne Sullivan
stalf writer  ~

will be at the stare 1-2 p.m., Sunday ta sign coples of the
book.

The book, hot off the presses and siocked at the Little
Professor, has already been a hit with shoppers at the
Farmington store.
good selier,” Rich Hestein said

“1 think it's timely cnough to be a

To notify Tiger fans of the opportunity to obtain a
signed copy of the newly released book, Herstein ob-

If your Christmas shopping still isn't f{Inished, and on
your list [s a Tiger fan, you may want to make a trip to
the Little Professor Dook Center at the Grand Rlver-
Halsted shopping center Sunday, Dec. 22.

Rich and Paula Herstein, owners of the Little Profes-
sor wilt be featuring “Queen of Diamonds™
store. Queen of Diamonds, written by Mike Betzold and
the current

Ethan Casey,

in their

talned a mailing list of people who signéd petitions to
save Tiger Stadium, and has mailed postcards to them
rotifying them of Sunday’s book signlag.

“It’s really remarkable that the book was able (o be
written and published,” said Cascy, who Is as sell-pro-
claimed baseball fan. *
was from a (baseball) fan's point of view, Tiger Stadium
is important because It's a classic baseball stadivm.”

‘My Interest (In Tiger Sudlum)

rounding the preservation of TFiger Stadlum. Betmhi

.
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