Politicos react to term limit bid

Continued from Page 7
hobby of the rich,” as asserted by an
opponent? .

Both views were volced by politl-
cally actlve arca residents inter-
viewed this week after the [lling in
Lansing of petltions to put term lmi-
tations on the ballot in 1992,

One actlvist who favors term liml-
tations is Ronna Romney, a resident
of Bloomf{leld Hllls and a member of
the National Republlcan Committee.
“It's sad thal we've come to this*
she said. “But term llmitatlons are
absolutely necessary. We might lose
some g people, but that's the

price we have to pay to get back to -

good government.”

Romney belleves, however, term
limitatlons at the state level will not
withstand the Inevitable legal chal-
lenges in {ederal court.

“The way lo llmit terms at the
federal level,* she insists, “is

‘I see the benefits, but i
don't want to turn
government over to the
. bureaucracy — the
lobbyists and
administrators who
seem to run things
now.
— Commissioner Donn L
Wolf
R-Farmington Hills

Woll, R-Farmington Hills, has mixed
feelings about term limitatlons, es-
peclally those proposed Monday. “I[
sce the benefits, but T don't want to
turn government- over to the bu-
reaucracy — the lobbylsts and ad-

throegh a amend-
ment’ that must be ratifled by a ma-
Jority of the state leglslatures.

STATE REP. JAN DOLAN, R-
Farmiogton Hllls, sees “good and
bad aspects of term Ilimitatlons. It
will get rid of some of bad leglsla-

who seem to run things
now,

“I guess I am for term lmitatlon,
but I'm not sure about this propes-
al,* he contlnued. "It scems a blt
drastle,”

RAYMOND B. DUGAN, a Troy
insists term

tors. But they also force
to step back into the real world . . .
ang live under the laws they have

promulgated.”
She 'Is concerned, however, that
term- llmitations may also

dlscourage seme otherwise compe-
tent people from golng tnto polltics.”

Judy Rledlinger, a - Bloomficld
Township resident who s also Re-
publican chairwoman of the 18th
Congressional * District, also sces
term limliations as a double-edged
sword,

“There arc some elected officlals
who are doing a great job, and you
don’t necessarily want to get rid of
them,” she said. “But people are
{rustrated. And they may have to put
up with that in order to get rid of the
people who aren’t dolng their job.**

County commissioner Donn

is 2 method thot enables voters to
“clean the scum out of government.

Dugan, who helped mobilize the
Oakland County Taxpayers Associa-
tion behind the petition drive, said
term limitations are the only way to
keep law career pollticlans from
“loslng sight of the reason they were
elected In the first place.”

But_term limltations is, tn fact, 8 .

thinly-velled attempt by ultra con-
servatives to subvert the political
system, according te Donald Tucker,
a lawyer from Birmingham who is
alsa chairman of the Oakland Caunty
Democratic Party.

“We already have term limita-
tion,” he sald. “It's periodic elections
that enable voters o throw some-
body out of office, either in the pri-
mary or In the general electlon,

“Term llmitatlons (as propesed by
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petitlons filed Monday) s an attempt
by right-wicg Republicans to make
holding ofilce the hobby of the idle
rich,” he said. “I think term limita-
tlons stink.”

Tucker's Republican counterpart,
James M. Alexander, also a Bir-
mingham attorney, declined to com-
ment on term limitations. “As a
member of the state Board of Can-
vassers (which will validate or disal-
low the petitlons) I really can't com-
ment.

“BUT 1 AM looking forward to
certifying the petitions,” he said.
Arrissle D. Evans, Democratic

vice chairwoman of the 17th Con-
gresslonal District, said she person-
ally hasn't glven much thought to the
impact of term limitations.

“I knew It was (n the works, but I
haven't thought kit through,” she said.
“] guess that If the people declde

they want term llmitations, woll
have to live with them.”

Term limltations could affect the
number of middle and low Income
residents who seck public office, sald
Evans, a Southfield resideat. “Not
many companles will grant leaves of
absence 50 employees can hold pub-
lic office.”

Tucker was more emphatle.
“Term limltations will put publlc
office out of reach for the average
person. The average person can't
take tIme away from a career or
buslness to hold public offfce for
four, slx or eight years.”

Maorvin Meltzer, 2 Birmingham

Democrat who is vice chairman of -

the 18th Congreaslonal District, sald
term limitations are a “waste of
human resources.”

‘They force clected offlcials to step
down Just as they are starting to get
good at their jobs, he sald,
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Recycle Christmas trees .

uwanduudthemtuhlm:u-
ture tralls and as mulch and com: [*%
post. The recycling program was
developed in response to public
awareness of the burden

trees place on landfitls.

For (helr conservation :{Ioru.
residents will be glven complimen-.
tary passes to the Independence.'
Oaks Nature Center’s Earth Fair In
Aprll.

For more information, call 85
0906. i

Recycling today could continue
hollday tradltions tomorrow.
That's ' the message Oakland
County Parks s sending this sea-
son. Christmas trees will be ac-
cepted for recyeling from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. on three weekends, Dec. 28-
29, Jan. 4-5 and Jan. 11-12 al nine
Oakland County Parks. There is no
charge to participate.
-In 199091, the program's pllot
year, more than 1,800 treces were
collected. Parks' staff chipped the
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