By Tim Richard
stall writer

New education head
likes Engler agenda

“I come from New Jersey which
Is very much Identical to Michi

Robert E. Schiller, 44, was the
surprise and unanimous choice of
the state Board of Education to be
Michigan’s new Superintendent of
Public Instruction.

The board made its decision
Tuesday night and ratifled It in
open session Wednesday mormling,

gan,” sald Schiller when asked
about Michigan's strong home rule
tradltlon and distrust of state bur-
reaucracy,

“New Jersey has 700 school dls-
tricts. Michlgan has 560. I respect
it (local control}. You can't remove
Jocal control by the state, but the
state should work as a partner,”

“Milchigan Is poised to bccomo a
nationat leader in " said

sald president Dorothy Beardmore,  sald Schiller.

R-Rochester. The new state scheo) chlef holds
Schiller is currently deputy su- a master’s in English literature
of publie from the L of
in Delaware. a master's in education from the

University of Pennsylvanla and an

Schitler.

“I belleve in lht governor's agen-
da,” he added.

He was with Gov. John Engler at
? am. Wednesday when his wife,

Lucille, recetved a call from
Beardmore that he was the board's
cholee.

His selection was on a volce vole
and took about 30 seconds at the
board’s open meeting.

SCHILLER HAS BEEN a deputy
superintendent in (wo states —
Delaware and Loufsiana — and su-
perintendent of three school dls.
triets In New Jersey.

frem Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania,

His wife, Lucille, has been a
teacher for 18 years, He wlll take
over in February and will be pald
$88,300.

The superintendent runs a de-
partment that helps the clected
board set policy, administers the
school aid act, certifles teachers
and admlnislrn(nrs, inspects
proprietary schools, manages
schoals for the blind and deaf and
directs statewlde MEAP (educa-
ttonal achlevement) testing.

In naming Schiller, the board
passed ever two Michigan candi-
dates.
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$46 million for Rouge cleanup

By Wayne Peal
stofl writer

Wayne and Oakland county offl-
clals say a $46 million pilot project
will go a long way toward cleanlng
the Rouge River.

But the fInal answer sU1l rests in
milllons of dollars fn- additional

"We hope to have one-third of all
overflows under control by 1996,”
Wayne County public wmb director
James Murray sald,

for design and partlal constructlon
of overflow retention basins in Red-
ford, Detroit, Dearborn and Dear-
born Helghts, Murray said. But each

0 human
waste and other pollutants, are con-
sidered - the last major source of
Rouge pollution. They are the prod-
uct of combined sewers old, outmod-
od

“The problems are severe, the an-
swers cluslve and the cost will be
high,” Wayne County Executlve E4-
ward McNamara said.

Announeed last week, the $46 mll-
lion pllot project will create reten-
tion basins for comblned sewer over-
flows — the last major source of
Rouge pollution.

Incs that back up In
heavy raln and floodiog and dump
waste as well as storm water Into
the river.

While Rouge River lndustrlnl pol-
lutlon has substantially becn brought
under conirol, the pilot project is the
first major attempt to curtall over-

flows,
The federal program will provide

Mental illness support group

holds holiday s

A holiday socia) will highlight the
general meeting of the Oakland
County Alllance for the Mentally 111
at 7 pm. lodny at the Jewlsh Voca-

ocial tonight

tional Services offices, 20699 South-
Ileld Road, Southfield.

Call 557-6440 for mere Informa-
tion.
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must also pay 45 percent
of construction costs.

Oakland County baslns will be
built in Blrmingham and Beverly
Hills, county drain commissioner
George Kuhn sald. They will be add-
ed to retention basins already bullt
or being bullt in Farmlngton and
Lathrup Village.

“Three of the six planned for Oak-
land County are already underway,”
Kuhn said,

The federal pilot program wlill

cover design and enginecring costs
as well as 55 percent of constructlon
cosls.

There are currently no cost estl-
mn;a for Indlvidual baslns, Murray
sald.

Overall Rouge cleanup has been
cstimated at $250 million or more,
wlth the majority of money comlng
from Indivldual communities.

Already, there §s talk of a new
sewer authority to replace the out-
moded combined sewers.

Locals are under Federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency orders to
ciean the Rouge.
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