|

P——

" points of view

Thursday, Decomber 19, 1991 OLE

(T.Ro 21A) {Wb.FI28A

Holidays spotlight cultural diversity

I LOVE GETTING Christmas
cards from Lhe Steinbergs. It re-
minds me that “culturally dlverse”
doesn't have to mean “culturally
dlvisive,”

OK, so maybe technically It wasn't
a “Christmas™ card. It showed bun-
dled-up kids skating on a frozen mill
pond and the greeting read: “Wishing
you a spectal hollday season and a
bright and happy New Year?”

But It was the thought that count--

ed. Friends sending greetings to
friends ot a tlme of year that is sup.

to emphasize good will, no
matter what your eultural or relig-
lous background,

And o a country that does contain
people from so many dlfferent back-
grounds, there Is much (o share. It's
too bad we can’t emphasize that (n-
stead of one group trying to pretend
that another does not exist.

When the third grader's school had
its “International Day" Jast year, [t
was a marvelous display of “cultural
diversity.” Kids dressed Ln the fash-
jons of thelr particular ethnle or cul-
tural background operated booths
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sclling foods from Indla, Japan, The
Philippines, the Middle East, China,
Germany, Ireland ~ you name It

IT WAS A celebration of all the
rich traditions that had come togeth-
er in just that one small school. And
everyone who attended had a great
time sharing their cultural traditions
with people from different back-
grounds.

That’s a much better approach
than what has become an annual rite
this time of year ~ publlc ofilcials
bowing 10 pressure from divislve el-
ements and refusing to allow a
Christmas tree or a menorah any-
where close to a public building.

In New York City this year sever-
al people pointed out that the Christ-
mas cadets that had graced Rocke-

Friends sending
greetings fo friends at
a time of year that is
supposed to
emphasize good will,
no matter what your
cultural or religious
background,

the Steins, our
own edible glft exchange. They
would bring over a plate of potato
fatkes from their Hanukkah dinner
and we'd dellver a platter of Christ-
mas fruitcake to them. I think we
got the better deal.

Some other friends in that llberal
community displayed an advent cal-
endar alongside the menorah on
their mantel — not because they had
been prosclytized but because both
ltems were symbolic of what Is truly
a

feller Center for the past three years
appeared to be all white and all
male. Instead of creating a ruckus,
center officials took a second fook
and agreed.

The corps of slx cadets now In-
cludes an Aslan drummer girl, a
blonde drummerette, a Hispanic
man and an African drummer,
That's much more representative of
American society loday, but It also
doesn't pretend that Chrisimas is not
a part of (hat socicty,

IN EAST LANSING a few ycars
ago, our family and our next door

diverse holiday scason
in America,

And for Christmas one year, some-
one gave my son a dreidel, along
with a book explaining its history
and significance.

In the country like this, with so
many rich traditions from which we
can learn, It's a shame to focus on
separating our differences jnstead of

sharing them. That's why [ like got- |

ting Chrisimas cards from the Stein-
bel

rgs.

Jack Gladden is a copy editor
at the Observer & Fecentric
Newspnpers, |

Teachers mold our future leaders

YOU'VE HEARD THE saying:
*“Those who can do; those who can't
teach.” This fallacious saying should
truly be: “Those who can't teach can
still do almost anythlng else, be-
cause teaching ls the world's most
challenglng job."

Qakland County teacher of the
year Carel Cote of Birmingham
magleally untaps her students' sense
of discovery. Greg Clevenger of Ro-
chester teaches Innovative and na-
tionally acclaimed government
courses.” Lynn Telford, my be-
leaguered wite, faithfully cheeks her
Warren Consolidated Schools {ifth.
graders’ papers until 9 p.m. every
night. When ! think of them and
thousands of other teachers like
them, I'm proud to be part of the
profession whose mission is to better
prepare our future Jeaders,

Anather saylng advises: “I you
can't teach, become an adminisira-
tor." Given my background, I want
10 believe this onc’s wrong too. But
for the sake of any truth It might
hold, I'it ‘extend Its advice yet fur-
ther: I you can't administrate, be a
professor of education. 1f you can't
profess, consult. If no one hires you,
run for public office. If you lose,
seck political appointment. 1 you
have Insufficlent cash or connections

to get appointed, run for office
again.

AND AGAIN and again. H you'rea
deal-cutter or fence-sitter with a
convenicent memory, or the sclonof a
prominent family, or you've dabbled
in demagoguery, or you've been a
show husiness personality, or you're
vapldly handsome with a ‘slickly
packaged image and — above all —
you lack relevant quallfications,
chances are excellent you'll get
clected sooner or later.

(Constder the careers of Richard
Nixon, Spiro Agnew, Ted Kennedy,
Coleman Young recently, Ronald
fteagan, David Duke, David Jaye
and Dan Quayle. To knock Quayle is
to helabor the obvious, but he's a
prime specimen of a candldate cho-
sen 1o run for the wrong reasons.
Gearge Bush should name him a dep-
uty istant undersecretary of
sumething or other so he doesn't
have tarun with him again.)

. . . Preparing better leaders is
crucially challenging. . . because in
the coming century our schools’
success or failure is going to )
determine the fate of the free world.

Once elected, you can appoint peo-
ple less qualitied or less ethical than

you to high positions in your admin-

Istration. (As precedent, note famous
appeintees Ken Weiner, John Mitch.
cll, James Watt, E4 Meese, Clarence
‘Themas and Robert Gates.) Finally,
after leaving offlee you can enter
the ranks of those patriotic sauls, the
lobbyists.

SOMETIMES I'M tempted to
nominate my smart and highly mor-
al cat Samantha for the presidency.
If clected, she would do as much
good as some recent incumbents,
and far less harm {except to the
over-fed mice in the Capltol's corrl-
dors). Also her nomination would

1 often think that anyone who co-
vets an office enough to campaign
for it should be disqualifled on-the
spot. Maybe we ought to actually
drait governmental leaders. Bui

. even If we did, they stidl wouldn't be
much good If they were fnsufficient. .

Iy educated.

Thus my initial premise: Prepar-
ing better leaders is crucially chal-
tenging. Greater Detroit and Michi-
Ban and all the rest of America must
strive much harder 1o help teachers
meet that challenge, because in the

‘coming century our schools' success

or failure is going to determine the
fate of the free world.

John Telford, a Rochester Hills
resident, recently was assistant

strike a blow for and who
knows? She might meow the Senate
right out of existence and seratch in
term limitations for some of our
other perennial public servants.
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HARBORSIDE SPORTS

(Petoskey, Alplne Valley, Charlevolx, Birmingham, Boyne Clty and West Bloomfield

o2 “C\(\_\Q\‘\Dk Case No. 91-09282-5

$700,000 Inventory Sale
50% to 80% Off

SKIS, BOOTS, POLES, BINDINGS from:Rossignol, Elan,
Blizzard, Kneisel, RD, Nordica, Dolomite, Dachstein
CLOTHES from: Northface, Fera, Nils, Skea, Gotcha,

0.P., Big Dog, Mistral

TION SRE

Cross Country Boots
75mm & SNS Systems
§60 to 580 Retall
$30 Bankruptcy Sale

LOOK AT THE SAVINGS!
Norgica 757 Boots:
$310 Retai!
$150 Bankruptcy Sale

Rosslgnol Skis:
$325 10 $475 Retall
$125 Bankruplcy Sale

Cross Country Skis:
$329 to 5195 Retal
$50 Bankruptcy Sale

No checks or
credit cards

CASH ONLY
No fitting rooms
Come Prepared! .

SORRY

Downhill Rental
Packages with Bools

RENTALS SOLD "“AS IS""

Cross Country Rentals $3 5 "3s s
Packages with Bopls

CASH & CARRY ONLY - ALL SALES FINAL -
SOLD “AS IS, WHERE 1S” WITHOUT WARRANTY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED

35520 Grand River, Farmington Hills, Ml

{in the Muirwood Center)

$75 a5 is”

Hours:
Thurs., Fri

Sunday
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m,

superi in the Rochester
School District. He previously
was exccutive director for sec-
ondary education in the Plym-
otth Canton district.

Government fails|

to ‘cure’

I THOUGHT of you when I saw
this," said US. Rep. Carl Pursell
over coffee the other day.

Pursell, R-Plymouth, gave me a
report by the House Wednesday
Group, 35 Republicans whe join by
invitation, Pursell [s a member as
was hls predecessor, Marv Esch, So

A EITTY

poverty

(SR

Tim
_Richard

are two rislng of the
Michigan dclegatlon, Paul Henry
of Grand Rapids and Fred Upton of
5t. Joseph. .
What made Pursell think of me
was my continuing columns stari-
ing in late 1982 on the relationship
between the growing welfare rolls
and the growing proportion of eut-
of-wedlock births.
1n 1986, when Gov. James Blanc-
hard was trumpeting about 600,000
new jobs,. 1 crunched the numbers
and made an astounding discovery:
About half of those jobs were filled
by the officially unemployed, but
there was hardly a dent in the bum-
ber on AFDC or gencral assistance.
The inescapable conclusion was
that the welfare rolls have a life of
thelr own and aren’t reduced by
prosperity.
FINALLY HIIQUSE

ipild

‘The timeless B
injunctions of parents "
to their children turn
out to be the keys to
economic success.’

FLITEH

Female-headed  families occur:
when there is (1) divorce and (2§
out-of -wedlock births. The latter: -
calegory is the bigger factor. .

Out-of-wedlock birth rates are-f{-
Rrowing, soaring — for whites, 5.7 4.
percent in 1970, 17.7 percent In 4.,
1988, for blacks, 37.6 percent in [,
1970, 61.5 percent in 1988,

The Wednesday Group Is consld-

in Washington are catching up.

“Choices made by individuals ~
especially regarding marriage and
work ~- are a major contributing
factor to poverty rates. . . said a
key conclusion. :

In olher words, governmenta)
programs and the economy have
tittle to do with it.

Governmental programs failed
to cure the problem because: “Be-
tween 1980 and 1991, spendlag in
this category increased from $562
to $692 billion in constant 1990 dol-
lars, an increase of $130 billion or
ncarly 25 percent in 11 years."

And all the while, some folks
were saying Reagan cut those pro-
grams. My, my.

THE CONNECTION between
poverty and out-of-wedlock births
is more stunning than even I had
imagined, said the Wednesday
Group.. .

“The poverty rate for female-
headed families with children has
averaged around 44 percent since
1370, By contrast, the poverty rate
for marricd-couple familles has
havered around 6 or 7 percent in
most years.

“So the risk of being poor Is in-
creased by a faclor of at least six
for persons living in female-headed
families. It follows that if relative.
iy more families are headed by fe-
males, the poverty rate will in-
crease.”

sied so far —

erisg a y policy idea:
“Place statutory limits on the
length of time a welfare family
may receive ful] benefits."

The costs are greater than just
welfare, The Wednesday Group
cites some Princelon research:

“On almost every outcome stud-
delinquency and
crime, school achievement, and
college . attendance - children
raised without fathers are.worse
off than children raised with both’
parents.” 1

THE RESEARCH on adults’ de-+{+
cisions nol to work is thicker and
heavier going. . 4

it takes various age groups of [,
men in the papulation, shows how |
many were cither working. going
to school or in the miditary in 1940,
then compares that to 1580°s re-
turns. ot

In a nutshell, more wmen aref -
choosing not to work. L

Government programs aren't the |.
answer.

“The timeless injunctions of par--3~
enis to their children turn out to be §./
the keys to economic success: Stay
out of trouble, don’t have a baby | :
before marriage, finish high school,
get some training or education be-
yond high school, get married and
stay married, and get a job and
keepil.”

Tem Richard reports regular.
U an the local implications of7}
state and regional events,
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2600 N. WOODWARD
JUST SOUTH OF SQUARE LAKE RD
FINE FURNITURE SINCE 1917

on All Solid Wood Furniture, Custom
Upholstery and Accessorices.

LVANIA
8 what youse samted all along

SAVE AN EXTRA 10%!

I appreciation foe your participation,
when you bring i new tov to our store,
wi'll give you an additional 10%
discount off our already sale priced
Pennsylvania House furniture. Offer
valid through December 24, 1991,

AR OTecual Toys A Tote drop oN sut
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Stawit-(Glok

Ot Bloomfield Hills
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