Lynn McDonough (top), Bev Gruenewald and
Kim Cromwall have turned LaSalle Winery into
a thriving stare with holiday gifta. Adele McEIl-

Volunteers wanted

American Cancer Society is look-
ing for volunteers to work in several
capacitles.

Volunteers are needed to answer

Photos by BHARON LeWIEUR/stalf photograpiver

y of (left) gh the
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PERFECT GIFT GLIDER
40% OFF

By M.B, Dllion

slalf writer

- It Queen Victoria and Charles
Dickens stepped out from bebind a
corner in the Ole General Store in
Farmington, they'd fi¢ right in.

Newly opened in what used to be
the LaSalle winery on Grand River,
the famlly-owned general store selis
handmade and  specially ordered
treasures from the Victorlan age in
homespup surroundings. .

1f you're Yooking for one-of-a-kind
hollday ornaments or reasonably
priced handcralted gifts for chil-
dren, in-betweeners or adults, visit-
Ing this three-story, 115-year-old
bullding is the next best thing lo
traveling back in time and browsing
In Santa's workshop. .

The 16,000-square-fool store
very possibly the only place In the
world where you can stand in a born-
again wine vat and shop til you drop.

The store occuples the west end of
what many remember as LaSalle
Wines and Champagnes Inc., 2 win-
ery that operated [n the fvy-covered
brick structure from 1933 to 1970.
Glass-covered stone that once lined
the insides of giant vats still covers
parts of the walls and celling.

Shoppers easily get to know the
oulgoing owners — Beverly
Gruenewald and her daughters Lynn
McDonough and Kim Cromwell.
Gruenewald and Cromwell are from
Farmington Hills; McDonough ilves
In Brighton. The lalented Lhreesome
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make many of Lhe ilems for sale,
Husbands, sons and sons-ln-law get
the credlt for the handearved
shelves, and reasonably-priced hard-
wood tables and quilt racks.

The * 83,000-square-foot  buildlng
was the original powethouse for a
trolley line (The Detrolt Unjted Line)
in the carly 1900s and also served as
a terminal for the Detrolt Urban
Rallroad. Plans for a 450-seat res-
taurant and theater {acility proposed
in the 1970's by James Constand,
owner of the Jim's Garage restau-
rant In Detroit, never materialized.

For 16 years, Beverly Gruenewald
and MeDenough have owned and op-
crated Colonial C a

Winery becomes gift store
ripe with vintage treasures

bave done little advertising.

Part of the reason, the owners
surmise, is that thelr wares are rea-
sonably priced. “We want to have
pice things, but priced so Lhat any-
one can shop bere,” they say.
children and grandmothers have
done thelr Christmas shopping at the
store, and bad thelr gifts wrapped.
“We're easy prey for that” says
Lynn McDopough.

Some visilors have been to the
bullding many Umes before.

"An elderly gentleman named
Emmett stopped in to show us how
1o start the boiler. He used to be the
boller tender for the winery,” sald

secretartal service with offlce apace
1n the same building.

THE SHOP evolved from what be-
gan as a girls’ day off.

"We all gol into crafts and we
were always making somecthing”
sajd Beverly Grucnewald.. “My
daughters, daughter-in-law — I call
her my daughter, too —~ and myself
declded that every Sunday we'd take
turns gathering at each other's
house, We'd get together and do our
crafts, and the glrls could leave their

, kids at home.

“We started getting an awful Jot of
crafts. We didn't quite realize how
much we were accumulating,” she
said.

A store was born. .

Business has been brisk since the
grand opening Thanksglving week-
end, even though the entrepreneurs

Beverly “And we had a
woman come In whose father was
the president of the winery.”

> On the former loading dock on the
west side of the Ole General Store,
and sometimes on the roadslde, it's
casy for passers-by to spot Santa —
actually a well-disguised female
mannequin. Santa ks accompacied by
other lfe-slzed fIgures set in a win-

try scene.

Garlands and greenery In aged
wine crates adorn (he massive
arched windows. The potential of the
spacious loading dock isn't lost on
the Gruenewalds. They're eyeing it
as a splendid site for an outdoor od-
fashioned ice cream parlor, a ven-
ture they may pursue this apring.

Heidi and her cousin Clara would
love the store’s kids' room. It’s load-
ed with old-fashioned wind-up toys
and pop-out books, paper dolls com-
pletc with wardrobes, stuffed bun-
nies, octascopes and leaded glass.

A corner of the room ls penny can-
dy heaven. There are llcarice pipes,
glant lollipops, butten candy, and
candy necklaces. Another room is
full of dolls of every description,
most of them priced from $16-$35.

Older shoppers may choose from
Christmas _angels made of wool;
wooden welcome signs; porcelain tea .
pots; bird feeders, wind chimes and
figurines made of pewter; antiques;
clocks: furniture Including hand-
cralied roll-top desks; cast iron
gingerbread makers; and handmade
wreathes. .

There are old-fashloned post cards
and Christmas cards; assorted. teas
in small wooden boxes; tapestry-cov-
cred pillows; and wooden angels
with halr made from Spanish moss
Cromwell receives from her in-laws
in Ozona Shores, Fla.

You can step into America’s past
at 31505 Grand Rlver (rom 9:30 a.m.
10 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday,
and from 11 am. 1o ¢ p.m. Sundays.

“But,” says Lynz Gruenewald,
“We'll stay open as long as people
are coming in the door.”
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phone calls and assist with patient
service. This tnvolves referrals, giv-
Ing.informatlon and registering pa-
tients for medlcal equipment and/or
supplies, The positlon requires
strong communicatlon skills, a sensi-
tive ear and attentlon to details. it
requires the commitment of onc af-
ternoon or moralng a week,

People are also needed to trans-
port cancer patients short distances
for tweatment at area hospitals.

The Residents, Families and Staff of

zachwapd Inn and Borden Court
wish everyone
the very happiest of holidays

21325 Telegraph
Bel. B & 9 Mife
948-1060

FORCED INVENTORY LIQUIDATION
‘ After 12 years at
Hunter's Square
we are forced fo close our doors at this location.
We must liquidate our entire stock

Finding a (including store fixtures
. Doctor 2 Monarch Marking Machines)
nanew

community 50-80% OFF

isn't easy...

And most newcomars say
hat's one of thoir first re-
quitemenls aftor thoy move
in. Geting To Know You 13
1ho nowcomor spociatist
who helps now lamilos
pick the healih profes-
swonats they noed. It

want to bolp now famites In
town 1o botor hoalth, pick
Gotting To Know You.

ALL MERCHANDISE

Everything must go!
Comiforters, Bedspreads, Rugs, 8athtoom
Accessories, Wall Accessones, Wall
Hardwaie, Towels, Sheets, Pillows. Shower
Curlains, Toilet Seats, Etc

Reachwaod Inn and Borden Court
An Older Adult Health Care Community

Fieldcrest « Mariex « Springmaid « Wamsutla
Revman » Crocill » Dakotah « Regal Rugs
Stylebuilt Accessories

GETFING TOB

TKNOW-YOUH DON'T MISS THIS ONCE IN A LIFETIME! 3500 W. South Boulevard, Rochester Hills
sl SEVENTH HEAVEN 313.852.7800
NATIONWIDE : Located at Hunter's Square
For sponedtship detaits, cal at l‘! .M.'!ég Orchard Lake Roads Medicare Cerbified Taurs by appointment, Monday-Frmay
(800) 645-6376 o Bewl 855-3777
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