With a smile for all, Santa (Claude Wyer, 82)
enjoys hearing the Christmas wishes of chil-
dren st Troy's Saks store. Enjoying her first

Santa grew

By Jay M. Grossman
stafl writor

Santa admits he doesn't get around llke he used Lo,

The Jolly old fetlow turned 82 his year. For the last
17 years he's been busy taking orders at Saks in the
Somerset Collectlon in Troy. ‘

“Only three more years and I'll get my diamond pln,”
Jjoked St. Nlck. .

This Is a tae of Santa Claus and Lhe two familles who
adopted him. It's a story about Christmas cheer, good
memories, and the warmth of holiday sharing.

For most of the year, he goes by the name Claude
Wyer. He lives In Farmlington Hills and spends his days
wlith family and friends.

But come December, he's Santa Claus.

“Saks called the Salvation Army one day and was
lo?lddng for somcone who dldn't drink or smoke,” he
sald.

] guess the last fellow had & bad back.”

Wlth a smile and a twinkle in his eye, Santa took the

JtM AIDER/stalf photographer

Christmas trip to Santa is Elaina Smith, 4
months.

into the job

job, The rest Is holiday history.

“F was scared skinny at first, but then Ikind of grew
into It," Santa sald. “The thing I remember most about
the first year is the store manager coming up to me
and glving me a little pep talk before he sent me out

there.
“He told me to just be myself . . . and that's what 1
did.”

Enter the Abela family of Rochester Hills, and the
Muthern family of Troy. The two famlilies first visited
Santa in 1974, and have been secing him every year
since. .

“It's a tradition,” sald Mary Ellen Abela,

“He's very special,” added Chris Mulhern, “be’s ador-
able.”

SANTA GROUPIES? Perhaps. Not only do the two
familics visit him every year, but they bring him famlly
portralts and presenis.
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By Cosey Hans
statf writer

A 10-year master plan for capital
projects 1s being developed o give
Farmington school offlcials a map
for the future.

Farmington school board mem-
bers have agreed to work with dis-
trict architects and planners to map
out major renovations, maintenance
projects and needed expansions,
projecting as far as possible into the *

futare.

“A fot of districts have changed
boundaries and portables,
Those are merely Band-Alds,” ex-
plained‘Paul DeMangd, vice presi-
dent of McCarthy & Smith/E & V.
“They do not constitute good future
plannlng."

To kick off Lhe master plan pro-
cess, the board approved immedlate
plans for renovations at Eagle Ele-
mentary School and Power Mlddle
Schoot, addlng new eabinets in seven
clementary schools, and updating
electrical service at North Farming-
ton High School. The projects would
begin this year. .

For these profects, the district will
use $3.1 million from the 1991-92

. Building and Site Fund and §1 mil-

1lon from Lhe Capltal Fund. Project
suggestions came from a district-
wide (acilities task force study re-
port completed in September of
19%0.

Similar projects would be mapped
out In the 10-year plan, but offlcials
don't yet know how such projects
would be funded. Options include
earmarklog funds from regular op-
eration millage, as they were this
year, or approaching the vaters for
bond Issues, they said. .

Schools map -
building plan

future

At least one parent, Joe Svoke,
agreed with the master plan con-
cept. .

“The master plan to me, is just
that," he said. “It can be reviewed
and revised.”

PROJECTS APPROVED for this
year carry the estimated budgets of:

@ Eagle Elementary — $950,000.
The project at the north side school
wou)d include new lighting and elec-
trie, new fire alarm and emergency
lighting, cabinets, barrier-free reno-
vatlons, a mechanical upgrade,
flooring, new windows and asbestos
abatement.

e Elementary school cabioets —
$876,500. ’I'hispwnuld add cabinets at

‘orest, -Hl
Kenbrook, Longacre, William Grace
and Wooddale elementary schools,

# North Farmington — $1.4 mil-
lion. The project would include up-
dating " clectrical services, fire
alarms, and emergency lighting. In-
tegrated technology and an elevator
would also be added. The federal
government required the elevator
following a recent district audit of
handlcapper accesslbllity.

@ Power Mlddle School — re-
malnlng balance would be used to
start renovations and expansion at
the south side middle school, Budget
estimates for an entire project range
from $1.93 miflion to $3.8 million. ~

THE SCHOOL board also consld-
cred renovations to Flanders and
Larkshire elementary schools,
Alameda Early Childhood Center;
and the Farmington Tratning Cen-
ter; an cxpansion of the High-
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Sales to minors down
in latest liquor sting

By Susan Buck
statl writor

Three restaurants were ticketed
Dec. 13 when F Hills po-

‘Obviously, there's
been some

llce executed their 10th undereover
ilquor sting since 1935 in an attempt
to discourage the sale of alcoholic
beverages to minors.

The.Clarion Hotel, 31525 12 Mile;
Sagea's of Farmington, 25938
Middlebelt; and Hunan Palace, 38259
10 Mlle, were ticketed,

The three locations ticketed were
among 44 dliferent establishments
that were visited by a 19-ycar-old
male Hllls police cadet between the
hours of 11:30 a.m, and B:30 p.m.

The cadet was accompanled by
two plainclothes Hilis police offi-

cers,

*“Obvlously, there's been some im-
provement In the restaurant and
bars,” sald police Chlef Witllam
Dwyer. “This is the least amount of
violatlons.”

Last year, scven on-premise sltes
were ticketed, Including the Clarion

impro in the
restaurant and bars.
This is the least
amount of violations.’
— William Dwyer
Hills policy chief

both the Clarlon and Hunan Palace,
according to information supplied by
Dwyer's offlce,

In December of 1989, the Clarion
received its first ticket for selling Ii-
quor to 2 minor and was flned $200,
Disposition of the 1990 ticket is sl
pendIng.

The Hunan Palace received lts
first tlcket in November of 1988 and
was lined $200. In December of
1989, the owner was ticketed agaln
and fined §500,

Hills police issued two tickets at

Hotel. This Is the third violation for
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‘Million dollar’ booze licenses

Obltuarles , . .
Police, fire calls .
Travo!

CLASSIFIEDS . .591-0900
CIRCULATION .581-0500
NEWS LINE . . .477-5450
SPORTS LINE . .953-2139

in our
Dec. 26th edition,
please cali before
§:00 p.m. today,
Dec. 23, 1991.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

591-0900

When the new Chil's Bar & Grill opens later next
year on Northwestern Highway in Farmington Hills,
diners may order a tangy margarita to accompany their
spicy Mexlcan-styled fare.

The drink will be made possible by a liquor license
known as the million-dollar resort license, extended by
‘the Michlgan Liquor License Commlssion to develop-
ments costing $1 million or more. The license cost Chl-
Ii's $600, plus an addillonal §90 Lhat permits serving
drinks on Sunday.

Had Chill'x elected to locate some five miles west, in

¥

Early . .
Touds Hollday Deadllnes to d
a meeod pho Y open new avenues 1o ineries
orth Parmingtoa Road: where Around Farmin To place ) :
: . > glon . .4A P your By Janice Brunson The only liquor license recently for sale in Birming-
the, soow.was clinging lnm Glassltleds. . . Secs.C.D classified liner ad staff writer ham was priced a1 a whopping $300,000 by Bill Roberts,
Entertalnment . . . . .4B owncr of Richard and Reiss on Plerce Street and the

Beverly Hiils Grill.

Roberts' Birmingham license is a “quota” liguor U-
cense, Issued since 1945 by the state licensing commis-
sion on the basis of population within an Individual com-
munily. Blrmingham, which has only had liquor by the
glass since 1972, has few vacant lots and has not had the
population increase of its

Unlike million-dollar resort licenses which can not be
transferred to new locatlons, quota licenses may be sold

*10 new owners for use elsewhere within a municipality,
making them, nccurdl!m to a liquor commlssion offlcer,

the small, settled

a“valued

o
fathers have banned resort llcenses, that

b

would cost ly more.
- - Iy
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