It’s really desperate’

Food bank is hard pressed to feed needy

By Cassy Hans
stoff wrller

. ITH THE growing num-
ber of needy residents
in Oakland County, Jim

Macy s thankful he and

his staff can offer some help.
Macy is the exeeutlve director of
the Food Bank of Oakland County, &
. Pontlac-based clearinghouse which
provides food to a network - of
smaller agencies which distribute it
to some 50,000 county residents per
month, Residents and community
groups from all over Oakland Coun-
ty also hold food drives and make fi-
nanclal donaticns Lo benefit the food

bank.

Macy said help Is needed today,
more than ever.

“It's really, really desperate,” he
sald, talking about what has hap-
pened throughout Oakland County.
“The general assistance people (who
were cut), the unemployed, the un-
deremployed, the low-waged work-
ing poor — thelr costs just keep
going up.”

Macy said there arc 3,500 people
living in the county who were re-
cently cut from general assistance,
75.000 people who live below the
poverty level, and another 30,000 to
40,000. people who live above the
poverty level, but regularly have
cmergbacy situations.

THE HIGH price of housing deep-
ens the problem. “Instead of spend-
ing the recommended 30 percent In-
come on housing and utilitles,
they'te spending 70-80 percent,” he
sald. “They're just hanging on by the
skin of their teeth. And what's left
you buy food with."

That's where the food bank helps.

One of 200 national food banks and
12 In Michlgan, the Food Bank of
QOakland County collects food from

Parishioners of the Mt. Zion Temple of Clarks-
ton wheel boxes of food from the food bank

‘They're just hanging
on by the skin of their
teeth.’

— Jim Macy

Money from the food bank budget
goes much farther than an average
trip to the grocery store. For $400,
for example, a whole ‘truckload of
food will be brought In to serve the
varlous soup kitchens, church groups
and other non-proflt agencies which

companics which would otherwise
take excess food or food with dam-
aged containers to the garbage
dump, and allows it to be ware-
housed and eventually shared with
Qaklang County who need

re of the food bank. A
$250 donatlon buys one ton of food,
because the food bank pays only
shipping charges.

Although the emphasis on food
baskets and charitable donations ls

it

Large and small food drives, like
one belng sponsored by WXYT-AM
radio and the Can Do project bring
In thousands of pounds of food this
time of year. Inserts Into Oakland
Counly community newspapers
brought the food bank $161,000 In
donations last year (o belp run their
operatlons. Many places of workship
donate each year.

Also, during 1991, the state of
Michigan spent money to purchase
and package excess food from Mich-
Igan farmers which would have oth-
erwise gone (o waste In the flelds.
0Oakland County's food bank received
800 cases of Mlchigan cherrles plus
some blueberries and fingerling car-
rots, for example, and only paid
shipptng costs.

THE FOOD Bank of Oakland,
County just moved to a new Tacllity
this year, which expanded thelr food
storage area from 1450 square feet
1o 10,000 square feel. “There was no
way we would bave been able to ac-
copt what we've gotten thls season,”
he added. "We've been able to accept
whale (ruckloads of product.”

In thelr former bullding, the food
bank put out about 1% million
pounds of food each year. Macy sald
he hopes to put out three milllion
pounds, Inittally, from the new build-
Ing.

warehouse In Pontiac. They say they are com-

. <

ing more often this year to get food for needy
families in thelr area, !

8 during the

holiday season, Macy said his group.

helps throughout the year.

Churches like the non-denomina-
tional Mt, Zion Church of Clarkston
use the food bank year round.

“This year has been worse,” said

Danny Kell, who was at the Colum-
bia Strect warchouse pleking up two
small truckloads for the needy of his
congregation. Kell has been helping
in the church's program for two
years,
“We used 10 do It (plck up food}
every three or four months. IU's a
once a month {hing anymore,” he
added. “It amazes you how many
people are out there.

Macy cstimated that of the 80
agencies the food bank serves, about
40 visit the warchouse in a given
week.

that these smalt agencics have done
this. It’s a tremendous network, with
thele only link as the food bank.” He
sald the food bank movement, which
began in Arizona 15 ycars ago and
came to Oakland County in 1963,
was the needed link between the
food companies and those wha so
desperately need the food.

“Unti! that (the food bank system)
we were like Ethiopia,” he said.
“The food was on the dock and there
was no way to get it to the people.”

k.
He called It “a miracle, really, .

“There will ajways be food that's
unsaleable and people who can use
that food," he added.

Anpone interested in donaling
to the Food ‘Bank. of Oakland
County can write to them at P.O.
Box 430636, Pontiac, MI 48343 or
call 332-1473.
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- Left: Hugh Remiley and Danney Kell (right) tosd

boxos of food that thoy will distribute st thelr

church, Mount Zion Temple In Clarkston. Below: ~
Jim Macy, the executive director of the Food Bank . .
of Oakland County, said the number of noedy
peopie in Oakland County Is growing.
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HERMES
PURE

SILK

Because your good
taste says a lot about
you hefore you cver

utter a word. Pure silk
ties amd scarves.

A most appreciated

aift for discerning
ladies and gentlemen

Birmingham and Livonia,

Scarf, s2ts; Tie, sit0.

Jacobson's

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

Shop wntil © pm Mondas thrugh Saturday. Noon 1o 3 pm. an Sunday.
We weltume Tacomons Charge, MaterCard®, VISA®. and American Expren®.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING HOURS

1-400.635-4770.
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