By Pat Murphy
slaff writer

News of the drastic cutbacks at
" the General Motors Corp, bas not
“ triggered a sense of economie doom
+1n Oakland County.

- But it bas renewed the nced for
caution in the market place — a pat-
tern that will carry over into the
new year and beyond.

“Our company will not make any

drastle changes,” satd Bert Ebl,-a
corporate vice president at Engl-
neering Technology Ltd., a
company employing about 300 and -
providing engincering and design
services (o the Big Three automak-
ers and first tler suppllera, “At least
not right away.

*“But we're not likely to make any
new flnanctal ither.””

week's announcement that GM will
cut 74,000 jobs and close 21 plants by
1995,

3 i
GM chalrman Robert Stempel
sald the cutbacks — to be imple-
mented pation wide — are necessary
If the corporation s to survive in the
competitive worldwide market.
As a bual — also in a

Ebl is typlcal of the hundreds, no
thousands, of people jolted by last

‘Recount finished

. By Pat Murphy
" staf! writer

The viclory margin for Oakland's

. contraverala) solld waste program in
the Nov. 5 election — nlready con-

_sldered the closest In county history

: — was even closer than initially re-
ported, according to a recount com-
pleted Friday.

UInstead of winning approval by
© 457 votes, as origlnally certified by
- the Oakland County Board of Can-

vassers, the margin of victory was

1886 voles, according to the Elections

Division of the Oaktand County
- Clerk's office.

The linal certifled vote shows the
proposal on the waste program pass-
Ing 70,924 10 70,738,

That tally doesn't overturn the
election, satd Diane L. Pederson;
who spearheaded the recnll effort.
“But it does show that support was
less than reported.” .

‘The most-controversial part of the
$500 mitllon solid waste program is
the waste-to-energy Inclnerator pro-
posed In Auburn Hilts. "

Pederson, & Rochester Hills resl-
dent, Is president of Help, Oakland
Preserve the. Environment (HOPE),
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and part of the coailtion that raised
$4,250 to recount 425 of the county'’s
557 precincts.

EVEN THOUGH her slde lost,
Pederson sald the effort was
worthwhile. “We stood up for what
we belleve,” she sald.

Pederson, onc of the HOPE mem-

- bers who perlodically monitored the
recount, said she was amazed at the
number of ballot mistakes.

The chalrman of the Oakland

itive market — Ebl under-
atands the GM moves. “They had to
do something . . . their financtal sit-
uation was rocky. I applaud thelr de-
clsion.”
EVEN SO, any GM downslzing
will likely alfect Oakland County,
where at Jeast half the businesses de-

rive 60 to $0 percent of thelr revenue -
from auto- related enterprise, ac.’

carding to surveys conducied by the
Institute for Socla) Rescarch at the
Unlversityof Michlgan.

“It can't be good news” said
Notris F, Lee, of Birmlngham, a re-
tired marketlng manager from the
Burrough's Corp. (now the UNISYS
Coi

rp.

Even | southeast Michigan Is
jucky — and loscs, hypothetically,
2,000 jobs, “That’s 2,000 more people

" sald Lee,

County Board of C: howev-
er, said the number of ballot errors
‘was within acceptable range.

“We're never happy about mis-
takes,” sald Barbara A. Brinker of
Novi. "We all want the results of a
recount (o be the same as the certl-
fied (lgure. But it doesn’t work out
that way.”

There was no speclfic patlern to
the ballot errors, Brinker said. They
were spread evenly through the tar-
get precincts. “1 think it was a mat-
ter of people not being used to paper
ballots,”
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Some wlll find new jobs, he safd.
And others may be forced to draw on
savings and famlly resources for o
year or two untll they flnd new em-
ployment. “But some may never find
new jobs. And that weakens the en-
tire area.”

Ronald K. MacLennan, sales man-
ager for Century 21 Town & Country
in Rochester, said it will Lake Ume
for businesses — starting with real
estate — to gauge the impact of
GM’s announcement.

Housing sales have been “at a pla-
teau,’ he said, “not particularily
good, but not bad clther. So it witl be

GM cuts jolt Oakland business

some Ume before we feel any Im-
pact atall.” L -

TONY ROTHSCHILD, executive
director of Common Ground, Oak-
1and County’s deslgnated 24-bour cri-
ais agency, said it make take months
for people here to start feeling the
Impact of GM cutbacks.

“But they’ll feel it.” he said. “Any
cutbacks will create higher levels of
;trua and people will be looking for

elp.”

Common Ground, for example,
has experienced a sharp Increase in
the aumber of calls related o fInan-
clal difficuliles over the last two
years, Rothschild sald.

“Some of those calls are related to
state cutbacks [n general asslst-
ance,” he sald. “But many calls are
linked to a generally bad economic
climate. The economy’s been soft.
Any GM cutbacks will aggravate
that.”

John A, Erlch, executive dlrector
of Communlty Services of Qakland
County {a United Way agency), sald
It may take two or three years be-
fore the arca feels the impact of any
GM cutbacks.

The reason, In part, Is that dls-
placed GM avtoworkers “bhave a
pretty good salety net,” he sald, re-
ferring to jobless benefls avallable
to them that can guarantee 95 per-
cent of their tncome for up to three
years,

“But any Jobs we lose will be good
ones,” he sald. “The kind that pay
good wages and provide good
benefits. . .and we're losing Lhem
for good.

“We've been able to bounce back
from other downturns, but I'm

_afrald this one Is different. 1t will af-

fect us in the Tong rua.”
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By Pat Murphy
staff writer

Taking “Dr. Death” before lhe
0Oakland Cltizens Grand Jury is an
abuse of powes, says the defense
lawyer for physician Jack Kevorki-

an.

One for which “the souls of Janet
Atkins, Marjorle Wantz and Sherry
Miller will damn {Prosecator Rlch-
ard) Thompson,” according to
Geoflrey Fieger who insists hls cli-
ent acted out of compassion, not
malice. - )

Fleger, a West Bloomfield resi-
dent, minced no words Thursday at
a press conlerence in his Southileld
office when he talked about the
prosecutor or Kevorkian, the re-

Assisted suicide
‘circus’ goes on

Thus taking Kevorkian's case to
the grand jury Is a perversion ‘of
the , sald Fleger, an act 0

- serious, “Voters {of Oakland Coun-

ty) should kick bis butt out of off-
et )

Fleger characterized Thompson
as a “flrst class buffoon . . . and
the willlng puppet of a
fringe group,” meaning people who
want assisted sulcido made illegal
in Michigan, .

Fieger displayed ‘a poster-sized.
plcture of Thompson, with a red
balloon for his nose. This was
shortly after accusing the prosecu-
tor of luming the controversial
case into a “medla circus.”

‘Thompsan
when told of Fleger's antics and

tired Royal Oak who at-
tracted  International  attentlon
:dl(h the sulcide machine he Invent-

Three women — Janet Atkins,
54, of Portland, Or., Marjerie
Wantz, 58, of the Benton Harbor
area, and Sherry Miiler, 43, of
Roseville — died after consuiting
with Kevarklan, and learning about
his sulcide machine.

None of the three were necessar-
ily termlnally 111, Fieger acknow]-
edged. But the quality of thelr lives
deterjorated to the palnt they did
not want to continue living.

“THEY WANTED to dle,” he
said, and turned to Kevorkian be-

cause he had courage enough lo
buck legal and medical sanct'ons

1 and help them.

at a press confer-
ence staged two hours after
Ficger's. . :

“1 will prosecute this case lke
any other, despite any Inflamatory
or slanderous remarks,” he sald.

“But you guys,” he said, pointing
to the television cameras, “should
be careful about what you show. He
docs it for you.”

Thompson xaid be ly indeed re-
ferring the deaths of Wantx and
Miller, who died Oct. 23, to the
0Oakland Cltizens Grand Jury, prob-
ably for considerallon In January.

*1 CAN THINK of no fairer pro-
cess than to leave the decision of
whether to charge Mr. Kevorkian
up to his feliow citizens,” Thomp-
son said. .
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Saks Fifth Avenue’s i
Post-Christmas
Storewide Clearance
Starts Thursday...
1/3 to 1/2

Prices are reduced! on selected fashion
collections for women, men, and children too.
Designer Ready-toWear ¢ Designer & Better Sportswear

Updated Sportswear ® Dress Collections ¢ SFA Exclusives
Salon Z Dresses & Sportswear ® Petite Sportswear & Dresses
Women’s Designer and Updated Coats
Activewear ® Intimate Appare! ® Accessories ® K.1.D.S." Collections

Revillon Fur Caravan...up to 80% Off* for 3 days only

REGISTER TO WIN
ONE *1000
SHOPPING SPREE

THURS. 12/26 8 a.m. t0 9 p.am.

Plus, Find Special Savings on...
Selected Fine Jewelry...70% off* marked prices for 3 DAYS ONLY.

Women's Shoes:..25% off already reduced prices.

25% to 40% Off“npmal' Prces

*There may have been intermediate maskdowns on some items
prior to this clearance sale; limited selection aailable.
**furragamo shoes not included.
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faitlane Town Center, Dearborn. Open Tucsday, B a.m.
n 5 p.m.; Wednesday, Closed; Thursday, 8 a.m. to 9
p.m.; Friday, 10 am. to 9 p.m,; Saturday, 10 am.to 7

p.m.; Sunday, 12 to 6 p.m.

Somersel Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy. Open
Tuesday, # a.m. to 5 p.m.; Closed Wednesday; Thursday,
8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 10

a.m. ta 6 p.m.; Sunday, 12 to 5:30 p.m.

Men’s Clothing, Furnishings & Sportswear...
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