Actor has mind on business, on stage and off

Performances of the Jewish
Community Center and Nancy
Gurwin production of “How to
Succeed in Business Without Re-
ally Trying” opens New' Year's
Eve and continues through Jan.
19 at the Aaron DeRoy Theatre at
the JCC, 6800 West Maple Road,
West Bloom{icld. For ticket infor-
mation call the JCC at 661-1100 or
Gurwin at 35¢-0545.

By Barbara Michals
spéciat writer

“Like J. Pierpolnt Finch, the tead
g\;\rﬂcur he plays in the upcomlng
Naney Gurwin production of “How
to'Suceeed In Business Without Real-
)y :Trylng.” Danny Gurwin knows
what he wants and goes after it. Only
nobody would say that Gurwin docs
1§ writhout trying.
<At 19, Gurwln already has exten-
slye theatrical tralning and a wealth
of-stage experience. A Unlversity of
Michigan sophomore majoring In
musical theater, at Thanksgiving he
began commuting home to South-
fleld for rehearsals of “How to Suc-
ceed,” which his mother Is producing
4\ the Jewish Community Center.
;*Followlng two major roles in col-
lege productions thia fall, Paul in
“Company " and Che in “Evita,”
Gurwin's “How to Succeed"” rehears-
. als came at the same Uime he had to
start starl studylng for December fi-

‘f want to do everything, not limit
myself to just musicals. “f think I will
succeed because I really enjoy theater
so much; | feel more comfortable on
stage than I do anywhere else.”

— Danny Gurwin

nal exams.

“You have to be efficlent — orga-
nize your Ume, read on the bus, that
sart of thing.” he said. “I do miss my
soclal ilfe, though: I haven't bad
much of that lately, with classes un-
ti1 6 p.m., and then rehearsals 7 to 1}
most of Lhe fall.” .

With finals over December 18 and
“How o Succeed” opening New
Year's Eve, “1f I can get to January
I'll be OK, Gurwin sald with a
laugh, "Next semester I'll take it
casy and just study.”

The little spare time he has over
school vacations he uses to catch up
with friends, go to the movies, read,
and practice the plano for school. He
claims be also tries torest.

“J really appreeiated the need for
that now,” he sald. “I've learned that
acting is a business and you really
have to take care of yourself — your
volce, and your body to always be at

peak for a performance.”

Gurwin ts very deflnlte about his
plans to move to New York and
make theater his career.

“Ii's a frightening concept, but 1

. have friends there, lots of U of M

theater graduates who are willing to
help,” he sald. “At school we learn
how to handle auditlons, Don't for-
get, New York lsn't just Broadway,
touring shows and reglonal theater
audltions are also beld there,

“I want Lo do everythlng, not limit

. myseif to just musicals’ Gurwin

sald confidently. “I think 1 will suc-
ceed because I really enjoy theater
so much; 1 feel more comfortable on
stage than 1 do anywhere else. 1've
learned acting is a cralt and you
have to constantly work to tmprove;
those who do are the.ones who are
around a long Ume. I'd just llke to be
2 working actor: If I can da that It's
an accompishment.”

Celebrate New Year’s Eve with music

. Ring in 1992 on a musical note at
Flirst Night/Blrmingham, a celebra-
tion of the arts.

! Formed in Boston in the late ‘703
ds'a means of deepenlng cullurat in-
1erést in the performing arts In & no-
alcohol, . non-profit sciting, First
Night was introduced to Birming-

* Ham last year. Funded by businesses,

or and

performances can be enjoyed In ac-
cessible Jocations from mid-after-
rioon te midnight.

« Admission Is $5 for First Night
Bultons bought In advance, or $7 for
buitons bought on New Yenr's Eve.
For informatlon, catl 540-6883.

Before New Year's Eve Day, but-
le at

sculpture project of

the Cultural
Councll of ' Lield,

lons are the (

House in Blrmlngham, Tavern on 13,
Blrmingham branches of Fldelity
Bank and Mlchigan National Bank,
Birmlingham and Bloomfleld Kroger
Locations, Crowleys, and Dell
Unique (Telegraph Road location)
and Morels,

On New Year's Eve, buttons will
be avallable for $7 at First Night/
Birmingham headquarters at City
Hall and at several locations around
town. TUm in your Flrst Night '92
button to an “Unbutton for Art" lo-
cation and $1 will be donated in your
name to Cityscapes, an outdoor

&

» Doors Open 8:00 p.m.

« Deluxe Guest Room

« Party Hats & Homs

-
)
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7o Celebrate
New Year's Eve

December 31, 1991
8:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m.
" Featuring D.J./Video Entertainment

Come join your friends in Nickels
Lounge & celebrate in style.

« Hors d'ocuvres from 9:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.
« Champagne Toast at Midnight
-+ Continental Breakfast at 1:00 a.m.

- « Complcte Bar - Featuring Beer, Wine, Cocktails &
Cordials (Drink Tickets included with package)

Package price is $179.93 per couple,

major credit cards excepted,

For reservations call 559-6500 and
ask for Laura Hunt at Ext. 3200

16400 J.L. Hudson Drive, Southfic!d, Michigan 48075

¢

)

o

includes tax & gratuity,

All events will begin on the hour
and half hour. Events will take place
In the downtown arca.

No mattter what your musical
preference or age, First Night has
something to offer — folk music,
swing, Jazz, country, gospel and clas:
sical. The Chenille Sisters, Jimmy
“Spoon Man" Krews, The Prism
Quartet, Detrolt Woodwind Quintet,
Jonathan's Famlly Fun Show featue-
ing magic and comedy arc among
:he many entertainers that will per-
orm.

(CIAENA DIRECTORY )
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FIRST AFTERNOON UM & HOLE,
LATI SHOWS NIOKTLY THRU DEC. 31,
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ALL | WANT FOR CHIITMAS
CURY SUL
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CALL IHEATRES JOA SHOW TIMES

Wy Claion With List

1 Spare

e Guest Room
To sond your frionds &
family to the Clarion for a
quict night In a spacious
guest room or suite. .

5495

*Through Dec. 30, 1991

Romantic .
o Now Year's Eve
Dinn

To bang in the New Yoar with a
flaie a1 the Tivoli Restautant. Our
fve coursa teast inctudos dessert,
wine or champagne. tax and
grakuty.
For Rasarvations Call
553-D000

40
Por Porson

3 .A Safe Trip Home

Only an olevator rido to tha
guestroom of your choice!
Spaclous guesitooms, two
toom sultes and whiripool
rooms available

Starting 56995
at

Clarion Hotel & Executive Suites

31525 W, 12 Mile Road st Orchard Lake Road
Farmington Hills

553-0000

Besldes his current studles at U of
M, Gurwin hopes to study In London,
cither at the Royal Academy of Dra-
matlc Arts or the London Academy.
He is also considering the Eugene
O'Nell Institute in Massachusetts, a
{4-week intensive program that
draws theater students from all over
the country.

Gurwin's acting career began at
seven when he decided on his own lo
audition for one of the youngsters in
his mother's produclion of “Annie
Gel Your Gun.”

“I was always sloging and Listen-
ing to show albums at home, and, of
course, I knew my mother was very
involved wlth (heater,” ho 2aid

The youngest of Nancy and Donald
Gurwin's four children, each of his
siblings sampled theater at some
time but decided not to pursve it
“This just happened,” Gurwin sald of
hls carcer decislon, T used to say I
wanted to be a lawyer, then half-way
through high school I knew I wanted
acllng as a career. It was a nlce
surprise for my mother.”

Gurwin sang in bis middile school
cholr, then attended Interlochen Mu-
sic Camp one summer. He actively
parilcipated in the theater program
at Southfleld-Lathrup High School
and also appeared in several other of
the shows his mother produced. He
also spent three summers at Stage
Door Manor, a theater trainlng cen-
ter In New York. Through his mentor
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there he later toured with a cabaret
show to Catsklll resorts.

Gurwln said that bls mother has
always let him {ind his own way in
theater and always made him audi-
tlon just like everyone else. “She ls
my best fan and worst critle,” he
said. "1 know my parents are very
proud of me. How proud will they be
of me when I come back home as
part of a natlonal tour.

“1f was exciting to sce my name ln
big letters for ‘How to Suceeed.” It's
a nice feeling that I have achleved
this leve] already. I can’t imagine
being happy with any other goal, but
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On New Year's Day
Come dine with
the people who
have perfected
Brunch.

There is a defimiee difference
between lunch and Brunch
Lunch is...well...Just another
mual at noon. Brunch at
Marriott, on the other hand, 3 3
true dining experience.

Over the yrars, we have
carned the reputation, rightfully
s, of 1aking the Brunch to an
art fam.

We will tempt you with
expertly prepared omelettes,
exciting breakfst ftems, including
a variety of fruits and juices,
fresh bagels and lox.

sce far yoursclf. The
Mamatt New Yeae's [y
Brunch i« just $7 99 pee
peron. and you can make
ceservations by calliog
356-7400. Avaitable
S hamapm
Macrion New Year's
Beunth 1s 2 perfect sdea

Marriott People
Jenow bow.

SOUTHFIELD‘MarrIO'It

hficld, Michigan 48034 (313) 356-7400

27033

n Highway,

includes:

Ycar's Day.

Hallroom.

the Atrium

ONew Gifear’s &ve
Celebration
Of Celebrations

THIS YEAR'S FESTIVITIES ARE
BETTER THAN EVER!
The cclebration packoge for December 31, 1991

+ A two room suite {or overnight accommodations
with early check-ln and late check-out on New

. Special cocktall and hors d'veuvres reception and
5 hour hosted bar In the Atrium
An exquisite four course dinner featuring filet mi-
gnon and lobster tail,
sweel table extravaganza
+ Musical entertainment and dancing provided by
our disc’ jockeys in the Grand Atrum and the
- A midnight champagne toast 1o 1992 with a tradi-
tional balloon drop and party favors

.
* A ﬂaokfll-n»oulw breokfast on New Year's Dayin

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW AT
3

28100 Franklin Road, Southlichl, Michigan 48073

PR

Danny, Gurwin
stars in the
; Nancy Gurwin
. production of
‘“How to Suc
. ceed in Busi- -
ness Without
Aeally Trying.”

‘=§ opens Dec.31.

if acting ever stops making me hap-
py. Il quit”

The show opens Tuesday, Dec. 31
with a special “Champagoe Pre-
mier” at 9:30 p.m. in Shifman Hall at
the JCC. Tickets $12.50 per person.
Additional performances 8 p.m. Sat.
urday, Jan. 4, Jan. 11, and Jan 18; 2
p.m.’and 7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 5 and
Jan. 12,7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 19,

Barbara Michals is. g ‘retired
Southfield English teachex A the-
ater critic for the last I7 years,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
repularly cotches up on all the
Netw York productions.

LAST
CHANCE
PARTY!!!
Bring in the New
Yeur in style at the
Best Western
Domino’s Farms
Hotel. Qur special
overnight package
includes:

*Deluxe Hotel
Room (Dec. 31st)
«Champagne in
Room! ’

*Two Drink Tickets
Sfor Guy Hollerin’a!

*Free in Room
Movie!

*Breakfast Buffet
for 2, New Year’s
Day!

Late Check Out!

$79b99nﬂ-wm¢n

.S.:23 at Plymouth
Ann Arhory.niﬂ

(313)769-9800

pet couple
tndus tax}

50-2000

ne, shrimp cocktaid and a

$250

EMBASSY

SUITES

HOTE
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