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ORE THAN ANY other year in recent
memory, lruly big events dominated
1991, The year began with military
contiict in the Middle East and ended
with a homefront battle to upright a badly
faltering cconomy, both huge stories carrying
major, local impact.
. On the eve of the Persian Gulf War, the Ob-
‘server & Eeccentric urged local elected repre-
sentatives in Congress to speak out forcefully
‘over whether or not America belonged in this
war against Iraq and its dictator, Saddam
* Husseln, We were critical of some, like Rep. Wil-
:tiam Broomfield, R-Lake Orion, who called for
< debate but refused to take a hard stand. -
' Once the [ighting began, we debated the FBI's

. perceived “Arab terrorism” in suburban com-’
" munitics and commended the majority of resi-
‘dents in western Wayne and Oakland Countles
 for reststing the urge to think in stereotypes. But
*we also noted the disturbing trend of neighbors
: eriticizing neighbors as unpatrlotic — just be-
“causé they voiced a differing opinionon the mer-
+its of U.S. tnvolvement in the gulf. - -,

! ."AS 1931 PROGRESSED, debate continued on
-|: such toples as assisted suiclde, ‘abortion rights,
: racism, urban sprawl and yes, even Tiger stadi-
> im — all impartant to our region.

+ But the overriding lssue of the last 12 months
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Our beliefs
Speaking out on toughissues

John Engler began the
year as an unknown
quantity in southeastern
Michigan.

for most of us, one that will continue to be played
out [n 1992, had to be the maelstrom that radiat-
ed from the governor’s office.

John Engler began the year as an unknown
quantity in n Even before
the last.snow melted the newly-clected governor

:questionable tactic . of cracking down oOn_.-3ac under heavy fire from critics — including

those In Republican stronghold Oakland County
— for his efforts to downsize state government.
The arts cuts. Elimination of general assist.
ance welfare. Locking horns with the state Leg-
islature over pro y taxes and education re-
form. Dismantling the state Department of Nat-
ural Resources. Every week, it seemed, there

. was some new proposal out of the executive of-

fices jn Lansing that made headlines and stirred
controversy,

Here's where the Observer & Eccentric stood
ogglhose issues and others that made headlines in
1991:

=

Tax & Spenoine Issues

" - WITH THE STATE facing a $1 billion deficit,
 budget cuts were a top priority. But there was
[ little agrcement on exactly which program:
. should go or how much was too much. .

~. ® We argued that cutting funding for state
arts programs might be popular among some,

© On carjacking, which for a perio& last sum-

' Go Blue

University of Michigan supporters are head-
ing west for the premier bowl game — the
Rose Bow) on Jan. 1. And, those staying be-
hind like Matt April, 2 Farmington High
School junlor, are showing their support in

SHARON LEMIEUX/31att phologrepher

other waya. The Wolverines, featuring Heis-.
man trophy winner Desmond Howard will’
play the unbeat ies of 1 y of
Washington. Good luck to the team and
head coach Gary Moeller. "

SOME CHRISTMAS' seasons are
bappy, some sad. I'm sorry torsay
thls one will be sad. )

The recession is taking what looks
to me like an omlnous turn.

It's not Just last week's bombsbell
from General Motors. It’s the {m-
pression that, for the first time since
the ‘Great Depression of the 19303,
government pollcy stands powerless
in the face of masive economic
troubte.

This feeling is borne out by the re-

mer made Detroit and its suburbs on
the evening news, we noted increased efforts to
thwart the gunpoint auto thefts by area law en-
forcement agencles and urged strict, uniform
action by courts and insurance agencies.

® We sald the courts should strike down a
d fe sent

W Imp: ¥
es with no parole in some drug cases and the
Leglislature should replace it with measures that
will give judges more latitude in sentencing.

hut it would set a troubling p. d State
Tunding for the arts helps enrich the lives of all
Michigan residents, we sald. 2
® Neither.was there merit in dumping able-
hodied people ofl welfare rolls, we sald. More-
jover, cutting. welfare programs in times of
greater need was heartless, .
> ® The partisan haggling between Englcr and
ing a

fthe state Legi was

Ohe solulion would only be found once a clear
sronsensus was reached and a radical departure
Hrom past programs — ending reliance on prop-
erty taxes to fund education — was adopted.

Heaurd Issues

THE ABORTION debate remained in the

%t educational finance reform, We argued that -

<

ENVIRONMENT

cent t of pro]
tions. Consumer confidence Is very
fow, And most folks surveyed said
they lacked confidence that govern-
ment cither cared much what was
happening or was competent to do
anything effective,

" These findings are matched at
only two other times In recent eco-
nomie history — at the helght of the
inflation under President Jimmy
C‘amr and during the Great Depres-
sion.

THERE IS AN Old Testament
quallty to-our present trouble. We
broke our covenant with our lord of

OUR MAJOR environmental concerns cen-
tered around the effects of, what remains for the

common sense when we
indulged In the orgy of personal and

most part, unchecked urban sprawl in p

tan Detroit, |

@ We pointed out that raclsm was the under-
lying cause of urban spraw! and said metro-De-
troiters must commit th t

buslness debt creation during the
1980s.

Economic, political sickness °
results in painful recession

Plants will close. Jobs wili be lost.
Prevlously secure white-collar man-
agers will be out on the street. .

‘And the trouble will flow down the
automoblite industry food chaln ~—
from GM to parts suppliers, from
white collar workers to part-time la-
borers, from computer designers to
the UAW and the guy who brings cof-
{ec Lo the back door of the plant.

OUR STATE, already reeling
f

Now that debt Is at unp! d
levels, and our vengeful and judg-
mental lord s bringing misery to the
face of the land,

{rom the of a poar econs
omy and & governor determined to
cut back and reshape the nature of
governmental services, will take it

1 wouldn't be surprised to see the
end:

ure, reg! of what
President George Bush or Congress
fay or do, until we bave paid down
that debt.

This recession Is unllke anything
since the Depression. It Is not a cycl-
ical downturn, caused by temporary
oscillations in the business eycle. It
is a secular recession, caused by fun-
damental economic and political
sickness in our nation.

THE GENERAL Motors restruc-
turlng — bold, imaginative and
hopeful for the long-run success of
t!!zr largest employer — will hurt.

ts.

from our readers

on the chin. Again.

Ci wisdom in Lansing
was (hat, even after all the cuts;
there was another $100 mlllion or 5o
to go in getting to a balanced budget.
Most {olks In the know are now talk:
ing about at least another $150 mil-
{lon.

Happy New Year to our schools
and universitles, our mentally ill and
homeless, our arts institutions and
the quality of llfe in our dear Michl~.
gan.

Phil Power is chairman of the.’
company that owns this newspa—
per. His award-winning columt.
will appear periodically. o

o ing
communities, rather than discarding them like
rubbish, We praised initiatives by Wayne and
Oakland counties to come to grips with sprawling
development and said the time to act is now, be-
fore the p become bl )

@ Changes in the state parks system — in the
name of saving a few dollars here and there —
could be disastrous, we satd. The thought among
some that state parks should move towards “pri-

.headlines but was joined by c stes sur-
rounding health insurance and assisted suicide.

e We applauded a Michigan appeals court
ruling reversing a voter-enacted ban on Medic-
aid funding for abortions as “a breath of fresh air
on an edoriferous decision.”

® We argued against the concept of legally-
assisted suicide in Michigan after unsuccessful
charges were brought against Dr. Jack Kevorki-
an and his “suicide machine.” We cailed on the
state Legislature to enact a law banning assisted
suicide as soon as possible because the lack of
such legislation was tantamount to a law allow-
ing i1. We should note that without the law,
Kevarkian has aided in Lwo additional suicides.

@ We were critical of proposed legislation
that would allow physicians and other health-
care professionals to keep private the results of
. disciplinary hearings and/or actions against
them

® We praised the growing phenomenon of
drug- and alcehol-free dormilories and urged
more universities — public and private — to
premote the concept.

&

CrIME & PUNISHMENT

VIOLENT CRIME is not confined lo the in:
ner-city, we learncd long ago. This subject is
slaking on Increasing importance as our older
“communitics mature and our newer onces explode
-with development. .

- ® We pralsed state lawmakers for thelr ef-
<lorts in passing a uniform handgun law, but
Zpushed them to do more in the arca of proper
Ziraining for gun buyers. Stale-mandated- pistol
Ttraining should be readily avallable, frequently
Zoffered and affordable, we said.

- ® Wealso supported the Brady Bill, ultimate-
“ly passed by Congress. Among other require-
Zments, it lnstitutes a waiting period before al-
Zlowing the purchase of a Eswl.

r3

" was a red herring. Private enterprise
can't and shouldnt run parks which have been
developed as a public resource for Michigan's
residents and visitors.

® Oakland County voters agreed with us — by
the narrowest of margins — and sald yes to a
$500 million solid waste management plan, in-
cluding a contrbversial incinerator. We noted
thal in a perfect world we could recycle 100 per-

“cent of our trash but that realistically, the incin-
érator was a viable optlon.

©

FRree SPEECH

CELEBRATING THE 200th anniversary of
the Bill of Rights made 1993 an historic year. Bul
free speech and expression Issues were dealt
some troubling set-backs as well.

@ The Oakland and Wayne county prosecutors
stepped up \heir crackdown on pornography.
conducting raids al area adult es and a

Thanks to all
who helped
with the drive

To the edltor:

From Nov, 13-22, the Farminglon
Public Schools sponsored Its annual
canned food drive.

Every achool is asked to conduct 8
drive that benefits the Farmington
Goodlellows. The food collected Is
then distributed to needy families
from ‘the F: Fai

thelr support of the canned food
drive,

Coupons were acquired from Orig-
inal Romanos’ Pizza, Milchells' Piz-
zn, Baskin Robblns and Sanders Ice
Cream.

These coupons were distributed to
the students whose names were
drawn as consolation prizes.

Furthermore, many staf{ mem-
bers offered added incentives to
their extra credlt or some other con-
ditlon for their specific class.

The efforts of the staff, communi-
ty businesses and students resulted
In an enormous response. A total of
2,678 cans or other food types were

Hills arca. Each school is responsi-
ble for planning thetr own method of
collecting food.

Harrison High's Student Council,
under the direction of staff adviser
Joseph Ludwig, operates a staff-stu-
dent ¥

llected during the drive. This im-
proved over last year's total of 2,354
items,

Considering the enrollment at
Harrison at approximately 800 stu-
dents, (he numbers indeed demon-
strate what can be accomplished

affle to

participation In Its canned food
drive.
. For each can or $1 donation a stu-
dent receives one raffle ticket. At
the end of the drive, names are
drawn for the opportunily to be an
adminlstratar or teacher for the day,

Of coursc, this can only work when
there is a staff wllling to participate
by devoting thelr position for the

ay,
The prizes consist of the three ad-
e

major supplicr of adult videos and magazines in
Livonia. We noted that these officlals have no
mandate from the public on this issue and it is
individuals who should make decisions about
whal they deem obscene,

® We said some school districts were denying
senior cilizens their right to vote by making it
difficult to obtain absentee ballots, Senlors, who
have been known to vote against millage In-
creases, should be able Lo receive absentee bal-
lots via mail, just as they do in municipal elec-
tions.

® Michigan State Police briefly considered
using a special camera to photograph speeders’
Jicense plates and notlfy them of transgressions
by mail. Bad idea, we thought. While we ac-
knowledged the dangers of reckless driving, we
said the “spy photos” were an Invasion of privacy
that, if permitled, could eventually be legally ex-
panded into government monitoring of other tra-
ditlonally frivate activities.

on and nine
teachers positions. This year's ex-
change date Is Tuesday, Dec. 17. The
student winners will meet prior to
this date with thelr respective staft
person to discuss (helr responsiblll-
Ues for the day.

QOn that day the student will be In-
volved with that stalf person, experi-
cnclng flrsthand the other side of the
school day.

IN ADDITION to the staff-student
exchange, student council members
went to Jocal businesses to eliclt

through a ive effort. .

Congratulations to all students
who contributed to thls worthwhlle
cause. A hearty thank you to all staff
persons who donated thelr Ume and
effort,

And a healthy pat on the back to
the Student Council for their contin-
ued sponsorship of such a successfu)
campalgn.

Joe Lodwlig,
Harrison teacher

Problem is
more complex

To the cdltor: :

Your editorial, “Bad Habit, Real
Encmy is Here at Home” Dec. 5;
amounts to a locker room pep talk.
Unfortunately the problem ls much
more peryasive and complex than
you address.
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The Japanese have an army of-:
high-pald lobbylsts with a mandaté"
to manlpulate and “water down" any:’;
trade leglslation that we can pres- -
ent. They like the 400 billlon trade {
deficit of the past decade and seck to
maintain it. Also we have spent addl- *
tional billlons to defend Japan .
through the Cold War, durlng which
the Japanese government, the Cen-
tral Bank of Japan, and Japanese In-
dustry have worked In concert to
penctrate our markets while closing
thelrs.

1In my own industry, the steel busl-
ness, Lens of thousands of good jobs
have been lost in an industry that Is
a shambles of mergers, bare survly-
al, and bunkruptcy. Good steel jobs
don't exist for the young people now.
Much of this is due to forelgn Im- -
ports dumped In here by Japan, the .
EEC, and the Third World. .

Save the pep talks, I'm surprised
that the Observer's understanding of
this complex problem Is so supetfl-
cial and cavalier, .

Lowell R, Rowe,
Farmington

Opinions are
to be shared

Opinions and ideas are bes!
when shared with others.

Submitting a letier 10 the ed-
itor for publication is easy. Let-
lers should be typewrilten or
ptinted legibly and kep1 10 300 ~..
words. Letlers must be signed
and include tho address of th
sender.

Letters should be mailed to:
the cditor, The Farmingto
Observer, 21898 Farminglo
Road, Farmington 48336.
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