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+ BRAD MUMBRUE WAS a Natlon-
at Merit Commended Scholar when
- pa graduated from West Bloomfleld
High School In 1984.
+He I3 a graduate of the University
a{ Michigan in economics, speaks
uent French and spent a semester
ftudying in Europe while carning his
MBA this past June from the Univer-
gity of Washington.
« But Brad Mumbrue can't find a

b.
gﬂc and bundreds of other recent
gollege graduates throughout our
suburbs are victims of this recesslon
~ most certalnly a depression In
their eyes,

And It Is lnfuriating that they, with
all their potentlal; can not even grab
a rung toward a carcer for which
they (and their parents) have been
giming ever since they entered Lhe
world.
+To make himself noticed among
the thousands of 1991 college gradu-

ates who can't find jobs, Brad has
sent out hundreds of resumes,
tallored resumes to a particular
company (such a5 sending out his re-
sume to Kelloggs in a cereal box)
and sought advice from his elders,

ONE PIECE of that advice from
one wellimeaning advisor was to
omit his MBA from his resume, so
that employers with entry-level jobs
}vg:ld not think (bat he i overquali-

led.

How demeanling - and how hypo-
critical.

From the time we flrst began
reading to our pi in-

fZon
ﬁ‘}w

Judith Doner
Berne -

- enough to begin our careers Inan era

in which we not only could get a job,
but could pick and choose among job
oppartunities, have a real responsi-
bllity to young people llke Brad,

We ‘have a responsibllity to give ‘

we
culcated in them the necessity to do
well In school, so they could ge to
good colleges, 30 they could get the
good education to outfit them for the

good job.

§
And now, our advice is - pretend
youdon’t have that education?
1 think those of us who were lucky

Quick, slick vote

‘THE CHOICE of Robert Schiller
as Michigan's new superintendent of
publle Instruction was smooth.

Even slick.

Allttle Loo slick.

, Sehiiler, 44, deputy superintendent
in Delaware, was Interviewed by the
State Board of Education beglnning
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19. He
was the Jast of five finallsts.

AT § AM, Wednesday the board
#as scheduled to convene and make
its cholce, agenda itern "NN." But
there was a lot of mllling around and
sipping of coffee,

Everyone was In the fourth floor
riceting room of the Hannah Bulld-
ifig except Dorothy Beardmore, R-
!‘}ochesler Hills, board president,

, Al 9:20 the meeting started.
Beardmore ly moved that

don’t even need to discuss the candi-
dates. So well did they know the out-
come that the often partisan board
didn’t need a roll call. -

Annetta Miller, D-Huntingten
Woods, said there were other good
candldates but Schiller “was on all
of our lists of finalists.”

Oh? What lists? There weren't any
fists visible Wednesday morning.

A llittle too slick.

CAME THE explanation. Beard-
mote sald they had discussed Lhe
candidates “in small groups” the
night before.

The Open Meetings Act requires
that “all deliberatlons” be in @ pub-
tic meeting.

Schiller told me he and his wife
were scheduled to fly home at 6 a.m.

schiller be chosen, Barbara Roberts
Mason, D-Lansing, seconded (he
motlon. They didn't bother with a
voll call. The voice vote was unanl-
rous. It was over in seconds.

. How do you like that? The most
important job In Michigan’s educa-
tional hierarchy, and our cight mem-
bers of the State Board of Education

Instead they got word to
wait around.

That morning, Schiller said he met
with Gov. John Engler. Obviously
Engler knew something.

At 9 a.m. Lucille Schiller got a call
in their hote} from Beardmore and
passed word to ber husband. He
promptly called Beardmore back.
He was getting the Big Job.

good, ge advice and to help
them make a start whenever we can.

111 never forget the young would-
be journallst calllng to inquire ‘last
spring about a possible job. 1 de-
scribed to him the state of the econo-
my and (he hlring freeze at most pa-
pers Including our own, for an an-
swer.

Jobless college graci§ need TLC

HE WROTE ME a leiter alter
fanding what I thiok was an opportu-

" nlly to (reclance at an Ypsilant! pa-

per, eriticlzing me for attempting to
discourage him.

He was right — and I wrote him a
note of apology. .

We bave to be very careful that
we don't Iet our own problems trying
to meet standards of excellence with
reduced staffs or perhaps fighting
for our own positions jaundice our
views.

Our educated young people are
our future - ho matter what buslness
we'reIn. .

Here's hoplng that In 1992 we can
offer them the opportunities they de-
serve.

. Judith Doner Berne {s assistant
managing editor for the Gakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers. .

raises question

Be’)

That was 15 or 20 minutes before
the board publlcly voted. The Open
Mectings Act requires that all votes
be taken In a public meeting.

Clearly, the board had decided pri-
or to the time it reached ltem “NN."

THE OPEN Meetings Act makes
candldates' names public property
unless (he candidate asks confident!-
atlty. My experience is that only half
the candidates request confidentiall-

Tim
Richard

ty.

The reporter for the outstate
Booth Newspapers had covered the
proceedings and sald no candidates’
names ever were released. “They
dido't even tell us the number of
candldates,” she said.

No list of candidates. No number
of candldates. No public dlscusslon.

A decision prior to the public meet-
tng.

Board member Mason let the cal
out of the bag when she said publlc-
ty, “It was difficult to adhere to the
Open Meetlngs Act.” She sald the
state board should seck amendments
to OMA to facilltate the search pro-
cess.

In truth, it's not diffticult to do a
hlring under OMA. Lots of boards do
It. You just make up your ménd that
you're doing the public’s business,
and the public has a right to know.,

To the state board’s. credlt, it in-
terviewed finalists In the open, as
the law mandates. That's the crucial
step (n letting the publlc and various
governmental constituencles know
what's In store,

Credit Gov.- John Engler, too, for
taking an active part in the process
without cramming: his cholce down
everyone's throat. The vote was 8-0.

Otherwise, it was a little too stick.
Tim Richard reports regularly

on the local implications of state
and regional events.

New MEAP tests|
need test of time

Q .

1 heard that the Michigen Educa-
tional . Assessment Program
(MEAP) test_scores are very low
this year. I thought these tesis
were just-basie skill tests. What's
the problem? -

Az The rules of the game have
changed. The MEAP test {math,
reading, sclence, social studles)
which all Michigan students take at
certain grade levels is not a basic
skills test any longer. The MEAP
test Is now a test of higher level/
problem-solving skills . . . and It's
tough.

One superintendent, It Is ru-
mored, bundled vp the tests last
October and shipped them back
calling them ridiculous.

Look at what has occurred In the
last year. Some districts that had
80 percent of their students passing
i.e, 10th grade math last year are
seelng only 38 percent mastering
the math test this year. .

Indecd, some middle America
distrlets {in the Obsever & Eccen-
tric area) had only 13 percent of
their students pass the 10th grade
MEAP math test. I'm talking about
subvurban communlties.

" WHAT IS the problem? Former-
1y, the MEAP test questions re-
quired little If any high Jevel think-
ing or problem-solving skills. Now
the essence of each test and each
test questlon is based on an as-
sumption all chlldren are higher
level thinkers - which T don't be-
lieve, :

In the past, the fourth grade
reading test was consldered
mastered by a student if he/she got
15 or 16 questions out of 20 cotrect.
This year the state Department of
Education aceepted 10 out of 20
carrect responses as a mastery
level for reading.

Ever take a test, any test, and
get 50 percent right without failing
the test. 1 have not. What's the
problem?

Look at the fourth grade reading

test. It required 9-year-olds to con-
template the rise and development
of the Roman Emplre. These young
ones dealt with issues such as the
Roman city-state (a term I can't
even remember from my four
years of Latin,) the role of Interoa-
tional trade and the Pax-Romana

.. _Doc =k
Doyle =

{a period of peace within the |0
Roman empire). ol
The Roman Empire fourth grades}.
MEAP reading sectlon caused 50.1
much of a stir that Gary Hawks,”
then actlng state superintendent of -|°
schools, sent a memo (I'm in your
corner superintendents, principals
and teachers) out to every local |.
school district. "
He sald . . . “The Roman Em- |:
pire” test ltems were lower than:|.
predicted by our pilot test results. {:
However, the test sectlon support-
our Michigan reading Model very
well.” And there is the key. It sup-. |
ports the Michigan Model. I
WHAT IS the Michigan Model? 8
1t is the inltial step by the de; |
partment of education to mandate
a statewide curriculum. Indeed, the:
curriculum s already developed.
The department says school dis-
tricts may follow this curriculum If
they so desire. .
Where Is all this going? What we,_
will probably sce is more dropouts || '
in the inner cities, more exit com- 1 °
petency tests at all grade levels, |:
many entrepreneurs opening pri-_ |}
vately-owned . test-taking classes
(for a fee), teacher teaching to'a*
state-mandated curriculum and’
more teaching to the MEAP-type',
test questions.

We also will experience parents
paylng more attention {once they.
find out their son/davghter is not,
going to graduate without having,

2 competency test and clos-
er monitoring of test results by
bullding principals who tended to
ignore test results In the past.

There wlll be a new look at so-

cial promotion . . . that phenome- |:
non which says if a child is too big |:
for the desk pass him/her. H

Let's give this new movement
some tme,

James “Doc" Doyle, a former
teacher/school administrator/.
university instructor, is pre
dent of Doyle & Associates, an’
educational consulting firm.

Not just floor samples.

Gorman’s floor samples!

S

DREXEL HERITAGE
SHOWCASE

Troy: W. Big Beaver at Crooks
Phone: 649-2070
Dearborn: 260 Town.Center Drive
Acrass from Fairlane Mall
phone: 336-0340
Open Daily 10 to 6;
Monday, Thursday & Friday 'til 9;
SUNDAY 12:00 1O 5:00

0% to 70%" s

The ultimate floor
sample sale! The yecs-
end clecaence of chairs,
tables, sofas, bedrooms,
dining rooms, sectionals,
occasional pieces and
accessories from Gorman's
display rooms - a world of
beautiful fumniture in tadi-
tional. tramsitional and
contemporcry styles. And
everything marked down
30% to an incredible 70%

below original retail prices.

ot just savin

Save on everything!
That means 15% to 50% on
sofas, chairs, tables, even
special ordets - literally

thousands of items you can

choose from our catalogs.

Speciai financing!

W No payments or interest
‘until April, 1992

W Sales assistamce from
Gorman's design
professionals

W Everything you buy is
covered by Gorman's
exclusive Must Be Right
Policy .

Three days only...

Thursday, December 26

through

Saturday, December 28!

Hurry!

gs.

GORITIRITS

[SOUTHFIELD]
The State Of The Contemporary Art

Southfield: Telegraph at 12 Mile
Phone: 353-9880
Open Daily 10 to 6;
Monday, Thursday & Friday il 9;
CLOSED SUNDAY.

* Percentages otf regutar retail prices.
++ 7y down ON appIoved creat
1991 Gorman's

avings!




