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Pupils at Longacre Elementary wrap and pile gifts on a table during the holiday season. Pictured {1-1) are: Mari lzume, Gar-
which are for families the third and fourth graders sponsored

neil, John Britt, Jonathan Ratlitf.
1in Glichrist, Aaron Scheidies, Lindsey Misch, Matthew 0'Con- -

The needy were not forgotten

ristmas” program, which provides f{ood and

Ch ago when he was having a down year. “There’s a
- gifts for 10 families Including 12 adults and 18 lot of need for the kids that don't have as much.
children who wouldn't otherwise have a Christ- Sophomore Shannen O'Brien sald she was
mas, sald offlcer Jeff Anderson, who chairs the  pleased Lo be part of the stuffed menagerie col-
FHPOA public relations committee. Time was Yectlon effort. 1 think It's nice,” she said. It will
donated shopping for food, gifts and toys, wrapp- make the kids feel good that we can help.”
ing everything and delivering it. °

“Is just been a super, super thing,"” Anderson ALSO AT North:

» Mary Keen's National Honor Society group

xald, “We want to give something back to the .
community because the community bas been collected 5,300 cans of food plus maoy bags of
- there to support us. This Is just one way. used elothing, and adopted three families for the
“We feel we are very fortunate people tn these holiday season. A special school dance raised
Umes to have jobs,” Anderson added. '
North Farmington High School students really
got fnto the act this year, dolng a variety of
members_of the Farmington Hills Potlce Offi-  things to help the needy, sald principal Debbie
cers Assoclatlon, which represents the more than  Clarke, “There's just a Jot that they've done this
70 offlcers tn the clty, were busy with their annu-  year.”
al drive. The pollce department supported the Children at the St. Vincent and Sara Fisher
offlcers by allowing them use of patrol vehicles  Center in Farmington Hiils will be the recipients
and storage space, and allowed the off-duty offl- of more than 300 stuffed antmals collected by
cers to deliver their holiday goods to needy faml-  Jim O'Leary's students at North Farmington.
lies in uniform on Monday. . “1 just think Christmas s for kids,” sald
THIS IS the second year of the “Cops for O'Leary, who started the program three years

Continued from Page 1

eral familles in need. Jenny Tosolan sald she saw
the "Helping Hands” feature (n a Detroit news-
paper and wanted to help. One family included a
dlvorded mother, who Is blind, and her 9-year-old
daughter; and anotber Included a family of five
children ranging In age from two moanths to
years.

. “The parents have just been so supportive,”
said Gilbert. “They've been very, very gener-
ous.” The student project was linked to the class-
room’s word of the month, which was “accept-
- ance,” Gllbert added. !

. ® The student council under the direction of
Over at the Farmington Hills police station,

Bill Brinker answered Santa Claus letters sent to
the post office and collected toys which are given
free to familles which need them.

@ Students in the North Farmington Environ-
mental Club, with staff sponsors Bev Nelson and
Bab Pruneav, went to the Pontlac Rescue Mis-
sion and worked in the soup kitchen, and the
school's Varsity Club assisted the Farmington
Area Goodfellows in loading trucks and deliver:
ing packages this year.

Anita Schwartz and her daughtor, Krissy, wrap gitts in the "

ot the Far Hills Police Depariment. The
wrapping party was part of the Farmington Hills Police Officers
Association “Cops for Chriatmas™ program, which sponsored
10 tamilies thia year.

Leaders say Farmington
will feel GM downsizing

1By Sus Buck

« and Casoy Hans

< stalf writers

1 The recent downsizing announced
by General Motors will have a hlg
effect on the Farmington area, but
in subtle ways, say community lead-

4t's all part of the same
picture. Either they're
being laid off, or
they’re going to cut
back on spending. The
bottom line is there I8
no such thing as a
secure job. Not in the
game way we once

‘& |

Stores Open §
Thursday 8:00am

% All Poinsettias
* All Light Sets
* All Christmas Tins
* All Glass Omaments
* All Lifelike Garlands
* All Christmas Ornaments

ers.

The Job cuts, announced in recent
weeks, wlll force many families into
] ‘one-tncome situations, could flood an
alrcady stagnant housing market
with more houses for sale and may
. make consumers even more caulious
‘ about spending.

knew il.’
Local officials expect to see the — Will x All Litelike Pine Wreaths
“eftect here. Witliam Hartsock « All Brass Homs

“f think we will fect [t."” s Susan Farmington Mayor
Rennels, a Farmington school trus.
tee and branch manager at First
Federa! of Michigan in Farmington

* All Christmas Wicker
* All Tinsel and Novelty Garland
« Al Christmas Wrap and

Hills. “Although on the outside it
doesn't show, on the Inslde there are
some very bad shuations already.”

“Even for those who may still
have their Jobs — it makes people
very cautious,” she said.

Rennels sald she also is concerned
about the effect on Farmington-arca
children, who fecl family stress di-
rectly and may act it out at school.

GM OFFICIALS announced earli-
er this month they expect to close 21
plants in the next several years, idl-
ing many blue collar workers in the
largest downslzing in the automak-
er's history. They also plan to cut
1heir white colar workforce through
retlrement incentives and attrition.

Bruce Barrelt, assistant superin-
tendent for finance for the Farming-
ton Publle Schools, called the GM
move a “walershed” and 3 “high
profile actlon” that is Important to

said. 1 think a ot of it goes on that's
hidden that never hits the medla.

“In terms of Its effects, we've al-
ready felt it (gencral business cut-
backs) in many ways. Times have
been tough for business people in
general”

Barrett sald time would tell just
what effect the GM cuts would have
on the school district, which is al-
ready tightening its purse strings be-
cause of state cutbacks and the down
cconomy. .

William Costlck, Hills clty mana-
ger, predicted a “'splllover on the
city and what people can pay.

“It will have a domino cffect,”
Costick sald. The reccssion has al-
ready caused less retail business

“We must be cautious about where
we spend money so that we don't
create extra burden,” Costick said.

note, but said other P large
and small, have already cut back In
recent months and that the district
and everyone In the state is feeling
that effect.

“Counlless other businesses have

gone through the same thing." he ’

“This is not a time for expanding
g programs.”

JON GRANT, future Hills mayor,
sald that some specifics related to
the GM layofls still aren’t known.
“Attrition is different than Jayofis,”
Grant said.

Farmingten Mayor Willlam Hart-
sock, a partner in the regional in-
vestment firm of Roney & Co., sald
today's consumer attitudes makes

the effect of the GM announcement

“Even these people who are work-
ing — It has a lot of impact psycho-
logically," he said. “That's really
played a large part In this recession.
(President George) Bush golng out
and buying $29 worth of underwear
at JCPenney — it's laughable.”

Hartsock sald the GM downslzing
and similar moves In other blg com-
panles will continuc that consumer
psychological concers that has
caused such an effect In this reces-
sionary time. And that could hit
Farmington hard, especially busl-
nesses such as smaller stores that
rely on discretlonary speading to
survive.

“It’s all part of the same pleture.
Either they're being. laid off, or
they're going to cut back on spend-
Ing,” he said. “The bottomw line Is
there [s no such thing as a secure job.
Not in the same way we once knew
"

Broomfield
asks to end
Iran Contra

Congressinan Willlam S. Broom-
field (R-MI), ranking Republican
on the House Foreign Affalrs Com-
mittee, said Lawrence Walsh, spe-
clal prosecutor in the fran-Contra
affair, “should glve the mation a
Jong overdue Christmas present by
offering his resignation and closing
the Independent counsel’s off lee.”

“In the {lve years since Walsh
startcd this investigation,” Broom-

{icld said, “he’s spent $28 (In) mil-
lion taxpayer dollars, ao one is in
JLUN

"From the outset, Walsh never
brought indictments on any of the
Issues relating (o the legality of the
Tran-Contra affalr Itself, and I've
got 1o belleve he's known {rom the
outset that he would get precious
few convictions on any scrious
charges.”

Bows
% All Christmas Candles and Candie Rings
% Al Mini Christmas Trees
== & All Christmas Floral Arangements
» All Boxed Christmas Cards
 All Unfinished Christmas Wood

All Christmas
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All Christmas
Plaster Kits
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