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Church treasurer charged

By Susan Buck
and Anne Sulllvan
slalf writers

The trusted eight-year treasurer
at Nardin Park United Methodist
Church is awaiting trial in Oakland
County Clreuit Court on four counts
of embezzlement involving 78 checks
lotalling $145,000, according to
Farmington Hills pollce. -

Barbara Hart Esler, 58, of Royal
Oak waived her right to a prelimi-
nary exam Friday before 47th Dis-

.trict Court Judge Margaret
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he was _ released

on
$10,000 bond, said Farmington Hills
Sgt. Charles Nebus. .
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Esler, a divorced mother of two
and a- grandmother, is a 20-year
chureh member, Her mother, the
late Dorothy Allen, had been the
church secretary.”

Esler was arrested Nov. 27 by
Royal Oak police and arraigned a
day Jater in 47th District Court In
Farminglon before Magistrate Mar-
1a Parker.

No trial date has been set.

“A church trustee reported It to
our department,” Nebus said. “The
checks ranged. from- hundreds to
thousands of dollars." The checks
were made out In Esler’s name and
carried her signature, Nebus said.

1F CONVICTED, Ealer could face
a sentence of up to 10 years Lo prison
and a {loe of tp to $3,000.

“There were questionable things,”
said the Rev. Willlam Rilter, senior
pastor of Nardin Park. “Most oc-
curred in 1991 and in the last months
of 1990.”

Rilter said that as the year wore
an, there were “tips™ that something
was awry, “Large bills we thought
had been pald were not, and we
pushed for explanations,” Riiter

sald.
These bllls included monthly pay-
. ments to the it
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payments went to an architect,

Ritter sald.

The church recently completed a
$2 million expansion that includes a
chapel, classrooms and a feHowship
room, Rliter sald.

“We did not get timely reports
{irom Exler) and we had a parting of
the ways Nov. 1," Ritter sald. “Then,
we began an intenslve audit which
revealed the discrepancies. There
was a private nvestigation and we
made a formal charge (police re-

Esler was a chutch bellringer and
the secretaty of the Nardincers, a
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New mayors’message

DANIEL LIPPITT/stalf photographer

Eighteen-year Farmington City Council veteran Willlam Hart-
sock begins a two-year term as that city's mayor. Hartsock is a
partner with the invostment firm of Roney & Co.

Farmington leader says
aid cutbacks pinch city

By Casay Hans
8ol writer
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‘ers, local retailers and Individu-
* als. Volunteers should be able to
" work at Jeast half a day & week in

the store. o :

" YVolunteet orlentation and
tralning beglns the week of Jan.
8. For more Information, call the
American Cancer Society at 557-
5353, The store will ba_open 10

 beginning Jap. 21, . .
| AEMORY LANE .
From the Jan. 3, 1952,

Good fe policy and effce-
tlve communication will be key for
the city of Farmington, as Blg
Brother chips away at city {Inances
and Intrudes more on local policies,
the city's newly elected mayor sald.

“We're out there like any worker
— a balanced budget with some
money in the savings account. And
we don't know what's going to hap-
pen,” sald Mayor Wiiliam Hartsock,
an 18-year councll veteran who just
began his third two-year term in the
city’s honorary seat.

Farmlnglon's mayor is elected by
fellow council members every two

years, Hartsock also served as may-
or in 1979-81 and 1983-85.

The city has stayed ahcad of some
state and federal mandates — llke
the ongolng sewer refurbishing
project which allowed the city lo
borrow at Jow interest rates — but
Hartsock sajd other mandales arc
walting in the wings. He said the city
has been seelng “gradual cutbacks”
of state and federal money In the
last decade, but that any more cut-
backs and mandated programs coutd
cause problems In the future.

Harisock sald today's down econo-
my Is direetly

Hills chief:
It’s not a
closed club

By Susan Buck
statt writer

Nine years ago, Jouathan Grant
ventured out for the first asa
volunteer in the Farmington com-
munity.

Answering a call for Farmington
Founders Festival volunteers, Grant
| became festival treasurer,

Cn Jan. 1, Graot, 40, takes the
belm as mayot of . Hills,

“At that time, (1983) I pever even
thought about (hat I would be May-
or,” sajd Grant, a 1970 graduats of
North Farmington and owner of Re-
tlance Forms and :mpuu. Inc.

“Anyone who )y wants (o be-

beoome involved at any level”
Grant said. “It’s not a closed club, If
you want to get involved, you can get
involved and you can go to any level
(hal you want."

He expects his commualty work
experience to Jend a 'broad base” of
knowledge."My hobby la my commu-
nity,” Grant once sald in 1988,

He knows the people who work on
all the the

come Involved in (e community can .

Getinvolved
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Jonathan Grant, owner of a Farmington Hills business forms '

community.“] bave a rapport with
all of them,” Grant said. “I don't
think any of them have a problem
with contacting me about what they
are concerned with or with what
they'd like to see.

TODAY, GRANT'S three childrea
kiddingly call bim *Your bonor,” in
antlelpation of his new tole.

On Lhe way up, Grant also served
as president of the local library

Farmington Community Center and

Chamber of Commerce.
Grant 13 anxlous to work with the

needs. the Peltz-MDOT property and
the development of the sod farm.
“I'm hopeful that we will have all of
their recommendations coming be-
fore council in the next and
hope that we will have some con-
crete plans.

here, where many retail siores rely

Ploaso lurn to Page 2

Grant's about plans be-
tween (he Hiils library and the -
brary at Oakland Community Col-
lege—Orchard Ridge campus in

board and on the boards for the

Farmington/Farmington Hills

commitiee studying senlor citizen’s

trylng to develop a joint use between
the OCC property and the college 1l
brary. “There's a lot of obstacles to
avercome,” Grant. said. "We will
make It succeed and if it does, we
have a tremendous opportunity to
maxlmlze tax dollars by joining

those two together.”

There are challenges on the horl-
01, toe, Grant sald. The recycling
Issue comes up again this year. The
council will need to decide whether
1o continue the fee or go 1o a tax, he

sald,

“We also have the district court is-
sue," Grant said. “We simply have
no room at the court. We do need a
third judge. There's a need to go
back out to the volers and tnforming

them better.”

The biggest.challenge s the city

budget,” Grant said.

THE STATE-MANDATED assess-
ment frecze means a loss of $65 mil-

ia the newly elected mayor of Farmington Hifts.

tentlal taxes, Grant sald. "Of course,
there will be some new construction
which wlll bring In about $250,000 ia,
new taxes. Qut building permit revae
nues are down.* N

A big factor which people may not
cven think of 1 the declive ln
city's interest income, Grant sald.
“Interest rates have been down sincy’
the first of the year, about 40 par-
cent. That means about & $500,006;
decline for the city.” N

Than there's the unknown about:
the property tax proposals on the.
November ballot, Grant said.

But, it’s not all doom and gloom.,
“The city just got a good audit report,
from Plante and Moran, Grant sald.
*The city Is In a very good floancial’
position.” he sald, “We're in good.
shape to start the 1992-98 budget.” .-

There's a state grant for the sec.
ond phase of the 12 Mile boulevard’
and [t looks like there will be some,
federal money for the third phase,:

llon in new ini

which equals close to $600,000 in po-

Pleaso tum to Page 2.
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Great-grandma recalls what
n 1904

As a school asrignment, Hil.
side Elementary second groder
Elise_Fields was asked to have
ker grandparents write down
some holiday memories from
their childhoods. What follow are
Etisc’s great-grandmother Loret-
ta Adam's recollections of Christ-
mas 1904. .

LISE, THAT was the year I
was about your age now,
We didn't have a lot of the
things you taka for granted.

Christmas was like _i

» r
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