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In 1991,
success
came in
patches

In too many ways, 1991 was llke
any other year. Local bands contln-
ved to release professional, high
quality products and toll the clreuit
with an unlimlted infusion of inspira-
ton and perspiration, performing to
audlences that remaln largely Indif-

ferent,

That's hardly news. What sustains
this local music communlty, though,
are the small blurbs chronicling
brief patches of success. We had a
few of those n 1991. !

Like the Junk Monkeys having a
cut off thelr “Metal Blade™ release
featured in the soundtrack tn the lat-
est “Nightmare on Elm Street” film
or Livonla expalriate Kory Clarke
returning with his band, Warrlor
Soul, to open for Quecnsryche at The
Palace.

Then, of course, are the perennial
nolse and news makers on the scene
~ Goober & the Peas. Last year, it
was opening for Bob Dylan at the
Fox Theatre.

‘This year, the cowpokers managed
to receive a front-page write up in
. the New York Times Arts & Leisure
section and- hobnobbed with John
Wesley Harding who is produclng
thelr pext release.

Such are the little things we cling
to waiting for blgger things to bap-
pen.

But the fact thls area's most
prominent and hopeful musical ex-
port is a bunch of guys ln cowboy

Livonia native Kory Clarke (above, second from the left)
brought his band Warrior Soul Into The Palace in October to
open for Quesnsryche, whilo fellaw Livonlan Warren Defever
(at right) and His Name is Alive performed selected gigs and
reloasing their second LP, “Home s in Your Head.”

will need to scek new audlences out-
side of Detrolt to be truly appreciat-
od as in the cases of His Name Is
Alive, Inside Out, Blg Chief and Mol
Triftid.

Apparently, pcople around bere
want to be entertalned more than
challenged. Which, perhaps, partly
explalns the enduring popularity of
popmelsters See Dick Run and
skanksters Gangster Fun.

Really, this year in particular was
bountiful with new releases, While
sterling debuts were put forth by the

hats kicking straw and
fiank Willlams Jr. songs speaks vol-
umes to what ails the musical indus-
try as a whole. Substance takes a
back seat to frivolity and is pethaps
more of indletment of audlence
tastes than a lack a musical talent.

TRUST US, the talent la there.
Majesty Crush emerged as one of the
newest and brightest on the alterna-
tive front, gushing with energy and
evoking dlvergent Images of danger
and healing. '

‘More than likely, though, the band
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likes of p! Happy Accl-
dents and Park Lhe Karma, the bulk
of this year's local music were fol-
lowup clforts.

Cuppa Joe, the Difference, Hanni-
bals, Civillans, the Generals, Park
the Karma, Misslonary Stew and His
Name Is Allve all manage to reflne
their vislon with exceptional form
and provide solid evidence to the
muslcal dexterity of this area as a
whole.

YET 1991 leaves us wlth the usual
questlons.

‘ure.

Like, for tnstance, how can Frank
Alllson & the Odd Sox still burrow
away and do all the things a band is
supposed to do — write indelible
songs, put out lwo superiative re-
leases, "Monkey Business”and “Hok-
¢y Smoke,” draw large erowds to
their shows and perform burning
sets — and remaln unsigned? Go fig-

You scratch your head and learn
to just live for the speclal moments.
Personally, there were several of
those: Strange Bedlellows domlnat-
ing a crowd In a sweaty glg at the
Cross Street Station, His Name Is
Alive's mesmerizing full-length set
complete with audio visuals at the
Majestic  Theatre and Majesty
Crush’s daring and alluring show at
Pepperminty in Windsor.

Also, the local musical community
leaves us with sadness, losing two of
its most passionate performers and
believers with the deaths of MCS vo-
calist Rob Tyner and Generals bas-
sist Fllp Cherven.

Gone with Tyner was a llving leg-

acy to the raucous, chaotlc music
that symbolized the insurgency of
the late '60s and early '70s with his
band the MC5. Cherven represented
the fulure, a committed disciple of
the musical upheaval Tyner and his
generation espoused,
In that sense, local musle will nev-
cr be the same.
— Larry O'Connor

Monday Dec. 30

® Cracker Box
Blind Pig, 204 5. First, Ann Arbor.

@ Prodigsls
Rick's Cate, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
996.2747
@ Black Markel
With Skeleton Crew at Industry, 15 5.
Saginaw, Ponliac. Admission 13 33, .
999

Tuesday Dec. 31

® Robert Penn
Other End Lounge, 5835 Monroe, Tay-
lor,
278-5340
® Flyin’ Ssucers
L4 31, 2930 Jacob, Hamtramek.

7.
® Frank Alllson and the Odd Sox
Blind Pig. 208 S. First, Ann Arbor.

@ fegular Boys

Sully's, 4738 Greenfield, between Miche
igan Avenue and Ford Road, Deatborn.
5461020

Missy Gibson will join her fel-
low Strange Bedfeliows and
the Soul Statlon at the C

Strest Station New Y
Eve.

@ Jimmy Titile

Birmingbam Unitarlan Church, 651 N.
Woodward. Admission Ls §15.
6464950
@ Ahythm Corps

The Ritz, 17880 Frarho, at 10% Mile
Road, Raseville.
TIB5404
@ Bop Harvey

With the Hannlbals and See Dick Run
al The Majestle, 4140 Woodward Avenve,
Detrojt. Doors open & prm. Tickets are
$15 (n advance.

833-0700
@ Josh White Jr,

Wagon Whee!, 2950 Rochester Road,
Troy.
689-8194
@ Phoenix Rlsing

The all-female [olk group petforms al
The Grome Restaurant, 4140 Woodward,
Detroit.
8330120
® Loudhouse

Todd's, 8139 E. Seven Mile, one east of
Van Dyke, Detrolt.
J66-8631
® The James Wsilin Band

With Jeff Grand al Moby Dicks, 5452
Schaefer, Dearbarn.
551.3650
@ Goobar & the Peas

With Crossed Wire and Majesty Cruah
at St Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-
troit.
96 1.MELT
® 0.C.Robsrts and the
Samaritsna

Cavern Club, 911 Walker, Windsor.
(319) 238-1152
@ Strange Bedfsllows

With Soul Station, 311 W. Cross, Ypai-
lanli.
485-5050

Wednesday Jan. 1

® Vudu Hipples
Rick's Cafe, 811 Church, Ann Arbor.
9962747 .

Thursday Jan. 2

@ Destruction Ride
With Restroom Pocts at the Blind Pig.
203 5. Firxt, Ana Arbor.

096.8555

@ Reunion of Wild Kingdom
Rick's Cafe, 811 Church, Ann Arbor.

9967747

\

Friday Jan. 3

@ Warren Zevon

With the Odds at Majestic Theatre,
4140 Woodward, Detroit,
8115700

® Wealhervanes
With Holy Cows at Lill's, 2930 Jacob,
Hamtramck.

K75-6555
® Exceptions

With the Gear and Trust Fund at Pay-
checks, 2932 Canitt, Hamtramck.
8740254
® Conquerroots

Rlind Pig, 208 S. Flrst, Ann Arbor.#96.

8555
@ Sunzophun

1-Rock, 16350 Harper, Delroit.
831.7625
@ Huntuner

Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
996-2747
@ Mushroom Head

With Mental Landscape at Finney's
Pub, 3963 Woodward, Detroit. .

SATURDAY.
SESSIONS
3

Derby communiy Bingo

1279 UNIVERSITY AVE. W. WINDSCR, ONT., CANADA (519) 253-1475
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

*42,900 Prizeboard
Five *1,150 Jackpois

%

4318070
@ Motor Clty Blues Project
Sully's, 4758 Greenfield, porth of Mich-
(gan Avenue, Dearborn.
546-1920
@ John D, Lamb and Wild Blue
New Detroit Bar, 655 Beaublen. al
Fort Street, Detroit.
9633355, .

Salurday Jan. 4

® Ge ]

With Mother Superior at Paychecks,
2932 Canifl, Hamtramck.
§74-0254
@ George Badard and the
Kingplne

Blind Pig, 208 S. Firat, Ann Arbor.996-

4855
® 3-Dinvisibles

With Kaos Killer at Lili's 21, 2930
Jacob, Hamtramek.
¥i5
® 0.C.Drive -

1-Rock. 18356 Harper, Detrolt.
881-7625

SUNDAY
SESSION

. 3:}:39060:00. PLAYU.S 2:30, 4:00,

2! 2 10:30 .S, 6:00, 7:30, 2:00
A WIN U.8. 7:30
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STREET SENSE

‘Dr. Jeckyl’ was
really ‘Mr. Hyde’ -

Dear Readers,

These are more of an outpouring
of letlers from women who put
themselves in danger of abuse. Some
expose their deepest fears for the
first time [n their Lives.

Once all of these letters have been
published, I will print my persons]
reactions and yours.  °

Barbara

Dear Barbara Schiff,

1 read your artlcle tn The Observ-
er about "What's luck got to do with
abuse?” I felt.I wanted to write you
because [ am in a verbally and men-
tally abusive relatlonship and I think
1f 1lived with him, be would also be-
come physical.

I am “trapped” i my mind, oot
becante of luck, but because of my
lack of contrgl over my own life. I
think that boils down to low self-es.
teem and personallty traits. 1 think
so much of what you sald is 100 per-
cent correct. The only luek in it s if
you were lucky enough to grow up in
an eavironment that taught you to
believe In yourself.

1 am an attractive 29-year-old
woman with two children, 11 and 5.1
bave all my life had & hard time
learnlog. I always felt dumb com-
pared to others. I tried a few times
going to classes and I get 5o upset, It
doesn't feel worth it to me. 1 bave
lived my whole llfe trylng to kide

* that I'm not smart, that I'm actually

good at it.

I was married and at home for 11
years, Then the divoree came, I bad
been doing office cleaning two nights
a week, Because of my divoree, I bad
to work more. I don't type or use
computers, so 1 just did more offlce
cleaning.

1 clean for a doctor. I would ask

him questions, which got us talking. -

He was the most sincere, kind, con-
cerned person 1 had ever met. He
was Intelligent and always had the
right answers to my problems. (See,
1'm looklng to someone else for an-
swers.)

1 did not have an affalr with him.
We talked at work or on the phone
for about a year. He was married
but did-not live with his wife (I knew
this for sure), so I felt It was all
right. I went very slowly with this.
The more | was with him, the more I
wanted him.

1 really think that the desire to be
with him was what you'sald, * a lack
of control for my own welfare.” I
don't feel like I can take care of
mysel{ and the two children. I count-
od on his help, He always saw me
without my children (he has no chll-
dren). He enfjoyed his time with me
and wanted me. He always talked
about marriage.

Then, alter about two years, he de-
cided he should get divarced. They
lived separate, but he paid the bills,
As soon as his divorce started, the
abuse to me started. He blamed me
for having to pay the large monthly
scttlement, ete.

I have been with him for two
years (not llving together). He never
has a day or night with me that he
doesn't bring up my ex-husband and
chitdren. He insults my children con-
stantly. He's never around them. He

w A

always bugs me to give up custody
and marry him.

He ks the ooposite of everything he
was when 1 met him. He lles, con-
stant put-downs. He Is a degrading
man.

- Here I am, 29 years old and can't

support mysell. I care more about
my children than myself, so I put up
with it It I was to leave him, be
would punlsh me violently. He al-
ways remlnds me of what he gave up
to be with me, so if I left him, 1
would pay,

The polnt T am trying to make is
this: If I was a woman who felt con-
fident and could take care of my
family, 1 wouldn't have Jooked at
him as a help In my life. He ts some-
one who looks for someone he can
control and manipulate.

There | was two years ago with
two small children, no family sup-
port, alone, and he was there for me.
‘These men know that. They. are so
good at being kind. Once they know
they got you, that's when everything
changes — when [t's too late to get
out. .

1 work seven days or nights a
week. I don't know how I'm supposed
1o get out of this mess. The funny
thing s I do tove him. I feel like he s
the only ene who cared about me to
help me. But then I think he eared
about me to be able to control me.

Yes, I do think there are personali-
1y characteristics in women who
stay; you feel like you bave no power
over yourself so you let someone else -
have it At first, It's a wonderful
thing, then you're trapped because
it's not so wonderful, but there's
nowhere else ta go.

You are so right when you ended
with “None of usc should accept
complete lack of control far our own
welfare.” Well, I did and I'm paying
for It. It begins at home and what
you teach your children. This man is
never In my chlldren’s lives. I don’t
ever want that to happen.

1 was an innocent young woman
and my husband decided he had had
enough of the married life, so he left.
Now the way I look at my “new life”
is that this man gets good sex, no re-
sponsibitities, gets to take out his an-
ger on me. Docsn't sound like 2 new
1ifec, scunds like the ofdest job in the
book. .

Joyce

Do you need legal

help, but don’t know
where to turn?

fetp them wih theit legal matters

You have my word on if!

Lall us for an apposntment 120y

LIVONIA WESTLAND
16776 Middiebelt 6056 N. Wayne Rd
471-5300 595-1915

Jostyn T Sches Parier  Php J Lewty Paroee

Jain the more 1han 2 millon peophks wha have chosen Hyart Legal Services to

For st $20, a Hyatt Lega! Services ararey wil analyZe your siuanon
€2pa 0 your Kghts, po:at ut your 0ptons and recommend a couse of acton
Otien tmes, an mial consultaton will be a'l you need la sobve your problem
And lor cases lae dvorce, bankruptey. accdents or watts. we U gve you a witten
statement up frant, $0 you Il hnow exactly what the fee will e

Pe:sonal attennon. Reasonabie tees. Neghborhood locations Evening and
Satwrday hours Hyatt Legal Serviees A good WJea that just keeps geiting better

il
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