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MEN IT COMES 1o cars, Tony
- T"Chirlsten, ‘a, 17-year-6ld Farm.'™
. . Inglon Hills resident, Is a real

7 L. speed demion — even though 35
miles per hour ks about top end for him. .

"Doing 35 on scale Is like dolng 250 {on a
full slze track),” sald Chelsten, .who has

earned a trophy or iwo racing radic-con-

trolled model cars. | B
“They're flying. And [ like the competl-
tion. J don't know of another sport with 10

#uys battling around the track, door-to-door, -

bumper-to-bumper, fenderto-fender.”

Tony raccs cars that are one-tenth the size
of professional race cars. His cars are built
by hand, battery powcred, and must welgh

at feast 42 ounces to meed the requirements:

of Radio Operaled Auto Raclng (ROAR).
His Interest in radio control cars began

seven ‘years ago, when he asked for-and

recelved one for his 10th birthday. . .

"+ * His parents thought It would be a (End-nnd :

Tony wauld soori imove on to something else,
. Today, he's competing in radio controlled
, Faces across the'country — and winning. He

varned 2¢ trophics last year, =+ .

.. “Tony didn't excell in sports or, (with a)

musleal fostrament,” sald Linda Christen,

*. his mother, “But when he plcked up his (ras * .

dio controlled} car, he was like 2 nalury."

1IE LEARNED to drlve and mancuver his .

car.on the driveway at home, and spent sev-

eral years on the driveway before he started

racing. - . .

“He SW and hours racing his car

* arbund e driveway," said Jack, Chrisien,

Tony's father. "He got some cones and built

a track in the driveway. That's when we
.- knew It was more than a passing fancy,”

1t's a sport with no limitatlons. At age 17,

“Jack and Tony Chrlaten work together In the basement of theoir Farming-
“ton Mills-home on the mechanical end of the sport. Radio control racing

has become a major family event.

- - Speed demon
‘Model-car racer competes nationally

‘Tony competes agalnst adults up to 70 years
of age. Age is'neither an advantage ner dis-
advantage, according to Jack Christen.

‘there are no physleal limitatlons,” he’sald.”

‘“The tracks are all fitted for handicap ac- .

coss, It's fantastic, It.cnsures everyone can
particlpate.” yl .
‘The Christen family tearned a litle more
than a year agoe that Tony suffercd from
Scotopic Seasitlvity Syndrome, a perceptual
dysfunction dealing with light sources-and’
black and white contrast. The condition ls
correcied with a palr of speclal glasses,” *
“His grades.— and hls driving on’the car
track — improved immensely after he got

the glasses,” said Linda Christen, who ad- ~*
mits she'was amazed Tony could compete’ - *

after &garning of his disabllity.
Par:

three dimensional.
“When he gol his

“fluffy,' " said Jack Christen.’ .
TONY DEVELOPED. an Interes{ In the

different style cars, and recelved an RC 10 .

for Christinas In 1989, Thls was his flrst off-

. road car, Tony has trled every kind of car, .-

and today he prefers racing his pan car.
. It was by accident that Tony first learned
about racing in the radlo control arcna (wo

years ago. He wilked inlo a hobby shop,
Yooking for accessories for his cars, and no- -

ticed a sign announclng a race.- B

In his first race, Tony qualificd for the B
event, the second fastest race of the day, he
finished in second place and came home,
with a trophy. * !

“All his practice on the drlvu‘w:‘-y‘ came *

together,” said Jack Christen. B

Today, cadio control racing Is a
fair with the Christens. Tony's dad |s the pit

oy

“It’s n_fun spert for kids of all ages, and |

Tony's problem was that he saw
- -everything two dimenslonal rathér than .

Rlasses, ofic of the flrst,
things * he -said. was, ~‘Wow, -clouds are .

family af-"
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man, and his_gom-paints many of his cars,
- But when it's race time, it’s Tony at the con-
trols. © ¢ :

raceways are 1/10 the scale of

race tracks and [nclude two 40-

foot curves and between 80-105 feet. of
stralghlaway on each side. "

* Attending a meet Is Jike attending a ful}
scale race, It's an all day affair. The cofit.
petitors race against the clock in qualifylog

.. heats, to carn their spot In the main eveat,

RADIO CONTROL tacing s big business
amd can cost big bucks. The Christens esti-
mate, the cost of bullding one of Tony's race
cars belween $750-1,000, but ‘say a racing
quality car could be bought for $300-3500.

Pasts need pepalr and replacement regu-
larly, somctimes after only one race. In ad-
ditlon to the costs pf building the cars,
racers must also buy batterlesand chargers.
. Like professlonal drivers, the radio con-
tro) drivers bave sponsors. Tony has picked
up stx sponsers who cover portlons of his
expepses, - - O . -

Andy Jacobson, of Andy's Radio Control

. Products, provides him with bodies.-Tekin
Electronles sponsors him for electronic
paris, Robinson: Racing Products’ sponsars -
Tony for gears. Boca- Bearings provides
bearlngs, Quarter Flash provides Tony with
battery motors, and Prostar offers Tony a°
50 percent discount for tires; . .

" “We are grateful for. the sponsars,” said

Linda Chelsten, oL

" Tony's Interest In racing cars may be'in-

* " herited, somewhat. Origlnally from Indiana,

‘Tony gets’a ot of assistance from his dad,
- “wha built stoek cars when he was young.
“} didnt coax Tony,” sald Jack Christen.
“Tony is racing for himself.” L ;
' Tony has made a name for himself in the
cadio control racing arcna. Manufacturcrs

have sought him.out 'to’ test prototype -

chassls. All.of hls cars are elther limited
production or prototypes.. . - < < 00

Not only has he earned a repittation be-

cause of. his racing, but ‘'word has gotten

around the clrcuit that Tony builds one of

the .smoothest differentlals. .He has been

. nicknamed "Diffman* by a fcllow racer for

whom Tony built a ditferential. A .

- Locally, Teny races at Hobby House In

-“Livonla, Riders in Canton, and JJ's in War-

toren. . . .
. 3T HASN'T ALL been smooth sajling for,

Tony, a'junior at Farmington High.
When he first made the decislon to com-
pete, Tony entereg the club eircuit. Last
- year he made the leap to the travel circuit,

and cach time he needed a-couple days off -

from school to aitend a race, he ran Into
problems with his teachers.
His teachers were not eager for Tony miss

= T couple-days-to race’ what they thought

were loys, according to Linda Christen, who
was angered because she doesn't believe stu-
dents participating In team sports are has-

/
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Tony Christen competes natignally
racing his; radio-controlled car. He
operates his rdce cats with botter.

sled when they need time of f 10 compete.

“It’s better this year,” sald Linda Chris-
ten, “They've' known Tony for three years
and realize It's for real, he truly has.an in-
terest and fsn't just trying to-get out of
school.”, . .

Jack and Linda Chrlsten are pleased with
what the competitlon has done for Tony.

“Unlike a team sport, this is totally up to
his individual ability,” sald Jack Christen.
“It's a liitle like go)f, ‘you may play on a
leam, but what you aceemplish is what you
accomplish. (Radio conirol racing) has

- precision now that glasses have eor-
rected a vision problem,

" helped build his self confidence, and the im-

provement In his eye-hand coordination is
‘astounding. I B
"The cars are inches apart and they are
maneuvercd in and out 1o compete for posic
tion. I've tried it, and I'm all over the
track.” . .
Tony meets people frem all over the
world at the races. He feels competing has
done 3 lot for hiriy personally. .
“I've grown up. T don’l do what'most kids
my age do;” said Tony. “1don't go to parties
or 10 the mall anymore.”

it

One of the cars Tony

Christen races fs 0.1/

10 scale model of a

professional - racing

automobile. Tony has

raced at speeds of 35
“mph. .
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Cable TV company to hike
‘basic, some premium rates

equality in rates” in Livonia, Redford and Farmington/ ’
Meteavision’s three Detroit-arca

By Susan Buck
statf writer

Farmington Hills,

MetroVisionls 23,000 subscribers in Farmington and
Farmington Hills will pay more for the full basie pack-
age and some premium channcls beginning Feb. 1. -

But rates {or other premium channels will drop and a
new dlscount for high-end users. could. mean Jower |
monthly bills for soric subscribers, sald Tom Bjarklund,

- MetroVision vice president-and-regional manager:— f

“We understand that nobody ltkes a rate increase,”
BJorklund 3aid. “However, MctroVislon’s basic cable
-~ rates continue to be among.the lawest in the. metropali:

tan Detroit arca.™

The price of full basle service will increase by $1.50 :

" W $18.45 per manth. .

‘re working with- programmers to keep costs '

duwn," Bjorklund said.

The cable industry: continues to experience. cost §

necessary, fjorklund satd.
“There's been years

- FOR COMPARISON purpos'ns. 'l\ic(ryVl:lgn‘l full ba- |

-+ slq rate in 1987-was $12.45 a'month,
T t’ favorably to

that we haven't increased our |
rates,” Bjorklund- sald. “We've never: Increased our
rates more than once a year.” He could hot immediately
ideatify those years where rates weren't inereased,

| e

nel— $7.95, up by 45 cenis..
o PASS — $8,95, no change. .

guide, Bjorkland said. . ..

10 Bjorkland. |

“Metrovision has atways had slightly dilierent rate
structures in the three systems, which has béen difficult
to explain to customers,” Bjorklund sald, “Customer
service and marketing ‘commublcations will also be
morg efficient with an essentially common structure.”
Rl‘i\it_llhl‘nh:mliel ratesared
o Disney Channel ~ $8.25 per month, down by 25
‘6T Box Offiee; Showtime-and The Movle Chan«....
« Cinemax — $6.95, down by 55 cents,

‘The new rale for remote control units will be §3, a .
* decrease of 25 cents.’ Additional outléls which had cost

creases of 25-30 percent ansually, making this inerease $4.50 wlithont remote and '$3.50 with, will .now cost

“\_$3.95, with or without remote.

# Cable Guide magazlne price will remain at sis0

A $2.70° monthly discount will be offered to sub-
scribers wiih three premlum channels, a remote and the

The discount comes in part a3 a response to the down:
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1les [n southeastern Michigan where basic ‘service can WETT atded b dur

‘cost as much as $24, The average monthly fate is $20,-

Bjorklund said.

Bjerklund sald‘he didn't anticipate any further basic

raie changes for at least one year.

The cable carrler will implement & mﬁu of changes

In {ces, Bjorklund sald.

' .

The changes will help “provide betler service and

turn In the ceonomy, Bjorklund sald In another-Intet-

tha.last pear but.ln -

eventa,” BJorkland sald, .

3,000 In Farmington.

terms-of the-number-of-channcls;-there's-been-some~—
dropof{ in premlum channcls and also on pay-per-view .

Hie sald the decreases haven't keen out of the ordinary
considertng current econamic gondltlons,
MctroVision services 20,000 In Farml
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