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N. Farmi'hg~toh, still

By Dan O'Mears
and Stavo Kowalski
stalf writesa

North returns theee ‘other all-
arounders from a team that finished
|h!nl in the Western Lakes Activitics

Judging from Its carrent talent

leve), North Farmingten should con- .

tinue a tradition for excetlence In
girls gymnastics desplie losing onc
of its all-time greats.

Heather Kahn compeles for the
University of Pennsylvania now af-

{er leading the. Ralders for three ..

years. She was the No. 2 all-aroun-
der in the state two years ago.

It will be real hard to replace her
. conslslcncy.
Dwyer said. “She was real steady; -

- she'was a rock, I never had to worry

veleran coach Jeff

and the Ratders have a
patr of newcomers who are expected
to make the team that much strong-
or,

Sealor Jameelah Gater fills' the
vold left by Kahn as the team leader,
and sophomores Michelie Tsal and
Elyse Turner have a year of varsity
experience-after playing key roles
last year,

- Gater was seventh among WLAA
all-arounders, {Inishing {lfth in her
best event — floor excrclse — and
geventh on voult and .bars. She
missed going to state In the l’ormer

nbout Heather." by onc place. -

."'

., for'three years.

“vauli-
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Sheri Ylitalo roturns to compele as an all-around gymnast for
coach Alicia Herplck’s Farmington team,

St. Mary gains
semifinal berth

‘The backcourt assault contlnucd to carve up oppanents for St. Mary's
College of Orchard Lake as it reached the semlfinals of the Natlona)
Catholic Baskethall Tournament Jast weekend with wins over Cardinal
Stritch (from Milwaukee) and Mount Merey Collonc {Cedar Rap!ds, lown)
in Pubuque, Towa. . .

The Eagles, sceded sccond In the 16-team tourney, opened by pqunding
* Stritch 93-52 on New Year's Day. The outcome was never In doubt; St.
Mary's led 53-27 at the half and coasted to the victory. On Thursday, it
was closer but the Eagles prevalled, toppling Mount Mercy 77-67.

The "two wins upped -St. Mary's record to 11-4 and came with
" frontcourt starters Kevin Nlcefield and Marvin Morrlson out with Inju-"
- rles. Nlceticld, a- 6-foot-7 senior, has-a fractured foot; Mortison, a 68
Junior, has a separated shoelder. St. Mnry s met Xavler Unlvnrslty {La.)
in Saturday’s semiflnals.

" The”Eagles'~points-were - gun:r:led lrom thelr- guurds Senlnerel(.v
Suspeck hit 12-0f-19 from the floor agalnst Slrllch 1o finish with 21
polnts. flc also had flve assists and four steals. * !

JUNIQR POINT guard Jimmy Bolden collectcd 20 poinl: (on 9- ul H

“Shooting), ninc rebounds, seven assists and {lve sicals, and senlor Garth

ltownrd ‘got 14 palnts and four slcnh Bilan Smlth llnl;hed with 13

poini

Only senlar Mike Mnycr renchcd doublﬂlguru in uorlng for, Stritch
(which fell to 3.B); lie had 20 points and 14 reboends. Stritch made just
25-01-71 shots (35.2 percent), St Mary’s was 41-0(-90 {45.5 percent).
Stelich also commlited 33 turnovers to 20 for the Eagles.

St. Mary's dld not shoot well agalnst Mount Mnmy. eonverllng jusl 30-.
o[-71 shots (42.3 percent), but It was good encugh, Bolden, from Detroit
Country Day, contliucd hl: stclinr plny with 19 polnu‘ 11 nulsu, slx
rebounds and two steals. © .

' The Eagles led 35-31 at the tall and r‘mcr trailed, Mounl Mercy gol o

‘Within 63-82 with.three minutes left, but Suspeck and Howard followed
with three-polnicrs that ended the threat. St Mary's defense limlted
Mount Mercy to 26-0f-68 shootlng (38.2 percent).

Howard added 17 points and seven rebounds'and Suspeck got J5 po!nu

and three assists for St Mary’s. Junlor Fred-Russell and 50 mnm

Brian Kosclelskl cach contrlbuted elght polnts for the Eagles, wi

clehkl gmhhlnx 10 rcbotmds nnd nmu nine. )
fich-fell-lo-4-Grlason-Furk

— Farmin glon Hills,

_thihg” said Cynmulaj,

gymnastics power

"She's-a very good dancer, and
that always helps with hor scores,”
Dwyer said, “She’l) definitely be the
Jeader (s year. She's one of those -
girls who has an'lafluence.”

Tsal has added more tricks and §s
a more-mature competltor, accord-
ing to Dwyer, Turner was a diver on
the North swim team and got a late
start,

“She's just gettlng back tnto shape,

but I expect. the same and more . -

‘from both of them,” Dwyer sald,
“They'll contribute in every cvent,
and wem going .to need both of
them."
Senlgr Cata Pool also returns and
-will help North In vault and floor ex-
ercise. She's capable of scorlng in
the high 8s on vault - her best
event, Dwytruld

The"Ralders could be' a better
team with the addition of senfor Ml-
chelle Wolfe and freshman Annie
Jud. Both arc all-arounders.

Wolfe is a club gymnast who Dwy-
er, her former club coach, has tried -
to recrult for the high school team

“f can't say she's a replacement
for Heather, but she is near that.
tevél,” Dwyer sald. “She's very
strong on bars. She's pollshed. She'li
definltely work every meet."

Jud's family moved to Farming-
ton'llills from Ohlo. She broke a M- .
tte finger la practlce tast month but
will be ready for the start of Janu-
ary competitlon. Jud 1s anather club
gymnast. .o

I expect a tot. from her,. too,”
Dwyer, sald. "She's tough — agala
she’s polished. It depends how things
g0, bl she has the potential (o be
‘one of the top three girls in every *
event” .

Junlors Stephanle Wa,gncr and
Debble Hersh are among clght other
returnces, - Wagner works gvc
cvent but floor cxercise, and she |
scores best on vault and beam.
Hersh atso Is strongest on bcam and

The other returning &ymnnxt_s are

- juniors Michelle Zahorsky and Jénny

Kahn {no relation to Heather). and
sophomorés Jenny Kaplan, Erin
Kn.-l! Marla Myerson and Shari SlI-
ver, Zahorsky and Kahn compete on

. tloor and vault, the others beam and

floor. ‘Other first-year high school
gymnasts arc sophomores Candy
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Suzy Takia is one of four Farmington senlors who mlum lnr the '92 scason with three years
~of experience [n high school gymnastics,

* “We lost Healher but gn!ncd lwu ’

pretly strong . gymnasts,” Dwyer
said. “The other lhrec are dnflnhely

Third-year coach Alicla Herpick has 19
girls on her team and better depih, but
Farmington will rely heavily on the

100 sne will do the .all:round for me‘ :

Falcons.
“She hates bars bul we need hnr ~and:

Falerias (beam) and Jodl
(floor) and ireshman Cena Brown
{floor and beam).

Dywyer expects thc Raldcrs 1o face
tough

Mi-
:hclle and Elyse.

“Safem and Canton will be real
tough, but 1 think we can at Jeast be

WLAA chnm'? Plymuuth Salem and
runncr-up Flymouth Canton .again
1hls scason.

North had a trjangular meet in
December, scoring 131-plus to de-
feat Ann Arbor Pioncer and Livenla,

. Clarenceville. The' Ralders resume

campetition teday with a heme meet
agatnst Berkley and Northville.

-

By Dan O'Moara
stat writor

Viewers watchlng the Peach Dowl

with them. Last year we
didn’t have enough dcnlh and lhb

. yearwe lmve alittle more.”

FARMI?\GTOV HlGlI

The Falcons will pln their 1992 hopes
on tour-year sealor gymnasts Nicole .
Gerwatowskt, Shert \'llu]a Suzy Takla
* and Carrie Hotfner.

Gerwatowskl i the lop all-arounder,
‘having qualified for the regional test year
In that capacily, Bars’and beam are her

. best events.
“If she stays away-from fajury, I don'L. |

sce why she can't’ qualify for state. in
somelhing,” Herpick 3aid.

*“She can put out aR abavé-average tou-
tine any night, but that isa't up to her
standards. She has high slandards  (or
hersell, and thal's whese-her sirengih ls,
She wants to do well”

Ylitalo compeled on vault ‘and beam at
Lhe regional and is good on floor exercise,

~ Grid glory

‘Cunmulaj contrlbutes to ECU

’Our coach said
out here

football game on ew
Year's Day saw East Carollna Unl- .
verslly lans displayleg signs and

* shirts that proclaimed “f belleve.”

The Plrates made It thélr rallying
ery at mld-season afler they defeat-

.- ed Syracuse, but t has personal ‘s
- well as collective meaning for ECU

team member Zalm Cunmulaj df

* The fan’ncr North . Farmington
playcr was not highly recrulted out .
high school and apent two years at
Grnnd Raplds Junlor College before
geiting a schalarship offer from the
Pirateslastyear.” ..
Not“only did Cunmulaj prove he
cuuld play Dlvision I football; but he
amc_ the starllng nosetackle on
the bcsl lcnm in En:l Cnhllnthslo—
.

The P[ralcs won n conzecutlvn‘
games ~ a school rccord for single-
season victorles '~ followlng an
opening loss to INlinols and finlshed
as the No. 9 team In the final Associ-
ated Press poll after rallylog from a
17-point deflcit to beat North Caroll-
ni State 37-3¢ in the Peach Bowl.

' “P'S- LIKE THE Cinderella

has to make a big
play.” We called a twist
.between me and the
tackle. I went outside.
and there (the
opposing quarterback)

“wasTThapp d toget
‘him.? -

. — Zaim Cunmulaj
E Camlma noselackle

and GRJIC tcammaie Rob Zeno
Thursday.*

"I can't belicve I had a year like
that. It was an Incredible year.
Theré . was no way T_thoughl. we
would make the top-#0..Being on that

- team was unbetlevable ta me.”

. Cunmulaj made a key play Inic in
the New Year's Day gamc when he
sacked the NCS quarierback for'a

hig-loss and crippled a Wolfpack
. drlve. NCS gained much of the yard-»

ago back on the next play-but still
wn: lnn:ed ta nlltmpl lhc gameg>

has to make 2 big play:” We called a
twist between me and the tackle, T
went outside and there he was. Ihap-
pened to get him. .

A couple of my ' good fricnds sald
1 won the game for us, but it was'a
team cffort. Qur quarterback (Jetf
Blake) played o gmm game to bring
the team back.”

North coagh Jim O'Leary nlrendy
was quite proud of his former play-
cr, but hie was beaming all the more
after sceing Cunmulaj make- that
play.

Tt abilily, Herpich said. 1 hope she
can place at conference and qualify for,
regional a1 least In throe of the. four
evenls. If Shorl wants It bad enough, she,
can go and get it
__Takla wa$ a_rcglonal rqualificr Jast_
year bn vault, an evenl(in which she Is
improved. Her tloor. exereise also
£uing to be a lut betler, according to !lrr}_
.pick, Hoffner qualified on vault, (50, and.
s 3®¥Ling on floor and bean.

“(Takla) has tmp(uu-d a lot, but I'm’
cuninus Lo sev tuw she's going 1o haddle
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success

was the culminatibn’ of ali that”-
‘O'Leary said. “The people at North
Farminglon are real proud of hlin.”
Cunmulaj’s success at East Caroli-
na has been gratlfying from the -
standpoint he has been able to dem-
onstrate his truc ability to’ any’

. dnublcrs

“I went 10 Norlhwood afger hlgh

. school and they wouldn™ take me,”

he sald, "My grades weren't too
good, but they still could-hdve takerr
me, The coach said he dida’t think I,
was_a_very. good . player,and_he”
didn't’ want to take a chance of 'me.
I'd like to go back up there now.”
O'Leary-sald he is-proud of what
Cunmulaj has'done not just in terms
of athlctics but also academics, ob-

schoo).

“He showed a lot of responsibitity
and  reallzed academics were (m;
portant,” O'Leary sald. “I'm really
pruud of him for going on to schoal,

“He overcame a lot of obstacles,
nnd he's stll) overeoming them. He' -

'_docsnt have great size, He has a 6--
- fool frame and 250 pounds on hlm.—. ="

and he's worked for cvery pound of
It. He's one of those kids-who did it-
-the right way. He wasn't golbg o
take any shertcuts with sterolds,” - -

THE 6-1, 245-pound Cunmiuln, an .
outstanding heayy wrestierdn

sérving that*he got serlous nboul .

Ind lt nnd Grcg Kcamcy and Mnu Flnk nelted 10 aplece.

ssho flew

home Wednesday night and was' In -

*.Grand Raplds to vislt former North

) \gnifteant
disu nee.
“Our coaCh snld *Someane out here,

"HE SHOWED A’ lot of people

they were wrong, and (Wc_-dncsduy)

.
.
H

high school and junlor college, uses
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