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Dustbin
is true

to punk

By Larry 0'Connor
staft writer |

. Although too young to have expe-,

rienced it and they sure don't sound
Jike 1, the punk ethic lves ullh
Ned's Atomnic Dustbln.

‘Too often, we get caught up (n
whirlwind of images and sounds of
the Iate 1970s cra of musle. SId Vi-
clous, safely plns through the nose
and bodies and saliva flying with
cqual trajectory quickly. come to
mind as does the scratchy and snarl-

. ing guitars and vocals to match with

iyries of angst and anarchy,

What tends to get overlooked Is
the insurrectlon that took place from
within. For a briel period, music had
been taken over. by the masses —
1hose who seemlingly didn’t know the
difference between o guitar chord
and an extension cord.

Those fledgingly oulfits per-
severed on the simplest and purest
of inspiration: m:ke and celebrate
joyous nolse.

Frankly, the hislary lesson is Jost
on Ned's Atomic- Dustbln gultarist
Garath “Rat" Pring a decade later.

- 1 don't think {punk) influcnced us -

at all, really,” said Pring, 21, from
his home In Blrmingham, England.
"We were between the ages of 6 and

. 9. Welistened to 2 Illllc bl of Jt af-

ter.

“When we started we couldn't af-
. ford good equlpment, 30 it sounded
* raw. It was sounded like we were
« punk, Basically, we are a pop band."

Though the band’s upbringing Is
simifar to a tradition forged by the
. Sex Pistols, Soclal Distortion and
-~ countless other bands, by no mcans
" is Ned's Atomic Duslbln a punk
" cliche.

SINGER JONATHAN ‘Jonn”
- Penney, bassists {ycs, there’s two}

Alex  Grlffin and Matt Sweet,
drummer Danlel Worton along with
Pring formed Ned's Atomic Dusibin

! . incollege, Musiclans they weren't,

Rather the band learncd their
cradt bludgeoning Ramones records. .

- They soon went out on the road, not-

f
1
’

- huzz guitar.

* bothering to turn up for ¢lass (or two

months and were' eventually drop
kicked out of school. ..

Maintaining a ycoman's schedule

There's Mat {fram left) ond Rat and Dan Dan
the Fast Drummin® Mon and Alex and John.

“We built our reputation by play-
ing live,” said Pring, whose njck-
nume "Hat™ was ghcn to him at age
2 by his mother. “We do over a £00
gigs a year where \«e 've anly been in
the studio for aboul say 10 wecks
during our whole carcer.

“IT WEARS on you. Personally, 1
think it’s the best thing about being
in a hand. The enjoyment still there
and-there’s-still. a_high_when_you - !

REVIEWS

Dustbin.

come off the stage if the glg has been
brilliant. You get a kick out of it."

The game has changed from the *

heady days of punk. Alternatlve mu-
sic is no longer allernatlve, jncreas-
ingly dominated by major labels who
use the term as a ruse for a farm
lem.

‘A_couple of years ago, If you
were an alternative band in England
, you were alternative and you stayed

Yep, everyone's accounted 10r in Ned's Atomic

such bands like that anymore,”

Rut, as Ned's AMtomic Dustbin cer-
“The majors hasn't .

tainly prove,
hurt it one way or the other," Pring -
said .

-+ Ned's Momic Dustbin will per-.

Sform Momnday, Jan, 13, at Indus.’
try, 15 8. Saginaw, Pontiac. Doors
open at 8 p.m, Cover is $6. I-unlx~

|N CONCERT

Monday
@ PARADISE VALLEY JAH

AM
Alvin’s, 5756 C:us, across from
Wayne State University, Detrolt.
823-2355 c
@ NED'S ATOMIC DUSTBIN
Industry, 15 S, Saglnaw, Pontlac. 8

“.. p-m. Cover Is $6. 334-1899

® ROLAND B AND
RAINDANCE

Cross Street Sullan, 511, W Cmss.
Ypsilanti. 485-5050

-® GOING PUBLIC

Rick’s Cafe, 611. Churth Ann Ar~
bor, 996-2747. -
® ANDROMADA o

With Black Ocecan Drowning and
Guilty Party at Todd's, 8139 E. Sev-,
en Mile, Detroit. 366-TODD

Tuesday
‘® CHISEL BROS. FEATURING
THORNETTA DAVIS
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, across frcm

Waync State Unlversity, Detroit,
B23-2355 °
® HOLY COWS

Rick's Cafe, 611 Church Ann Ar-

+ bor. 996-2747

® DON HENRY
The Ark, 637% 8. Main, Ann Ar-

“bor, 761-1451

Wedr'\esdéy" :

" @ BIM'SKALA BIM

Blind Pig, 208 5. Flnl. Ann Arbor.

- 996-8555
® CROWBAR HOTEL

. Sully's, 5748 Greenilel, Dear-
barn 846-1920 -
@ DIFFERENCE

Rick's Cafe, 61§ Church, Ann At

" bar, 996.2747

Thu rsday

. ® TRACY SCIENCE

With the Jangters at Blind Pig, 208
S. First, Ann Arbor, 936-8555
@ HAPPY ACCIDENTS

3-D, 1850 Maln Street, Royul Oak.
569-3344
® KING APPARATUS °

LCrass Street Statfon, 511 ¥. C"’“‘ * Two Champlonship Drlve, off 1-75..

_Ypsllanti. 485.5050
@ TRINIDAD TRIPOL]

Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Ar:

bor 995~2147

Fnday )
& CHUNKY SEEDS .

*there m1jor or not. Now, there's.no. ,.J’oznmlmn. call 334.1939.

With. Bozo, at. Flnncy ..:823-2355

l’ub 3965 Woodw:lrd Delrnn ﬂ:u

@ BIM SKALA BIM

‘With' Gangster Fun at Majestic
Theatre, 4140 Woodward, Detralt.
Tlckets are $8, §33.9700 -
@ PARK THE KARMA'

Alvi's, 5766 Cass, across from
Wayne Stale Unlvcrslly. Detroit.
B23.2355
@ BEERON THE PENGUIN

With Gray Havens at Lili's 21,
2930 -Jacoh, at Jos, Campau, Ham-
tramek. 875-6555
® KATY MOFFATT, TOM
RUSSELL AND ANDREW

- HARDIN

Birmingham Unllarlnn Church,

- 651 N Woodward. Tickets are $10

advance, $12 at the door. 646-4950
[ ] TRACY LEE ANDTHE =
LEONARI
Blind Plg. IDE S. First, Ann Arbor.
996-8555 .
& DETROIT BLUES BAND
Ted's Pub, 35 S. Maln, Clawson.
435-4755
® HAPPY ACCIDENTS

. Cross Strect Station, Sll W. Cross, |
Ypsilanti. 4855050

® HEAVEN'S WISH .-
‘The Ritz, 17580 Frazho, 10% Mile "

" and Gratiol, Rosevllle, 778-3150
. ® FLY AWAY HAIR

With Nerua Beats at lluinlmmtk
Pub, 2048 Canlff, q[f of '1.75, 365-
3829 .

* @ BORAX

Cross Street Stnllon 511 W, Cross, )

- Ypsilanti. 485-5050

® TAINIDAD THIPOLI STEEL

_BAND

Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Ar-’
bor;996-2747 |
® NRQB .. -

_Sully’s, 4758 Greenileld, bclv-ccm
Michigan Avenue: and Ford Road, .
Dearborn. 846-1920
®. MIMI & THE SNAKES .

Detroiter Bar, €55 -Beaubien; at

" the corner of Fort Street, Detrolt.:

963-3355

® MUSTARD'S RETREAT -
The Ark, 637% 'S. Main St.,

Arbor, 761-1451

® GUNS N' ROSES . "
With Soundgarden at The Palace,

Ann

Auburn Hills. Tlckcu are - §22.50.
377-0100

Saturday.

- @ FRANK ALLISON & THE
0DD S0X

Alvin's, . 5756 Cnss. acress from
Wayne . State  University,. Detroit:

of gigs, they ended up on
tours with fellow West Midland,
bands Wonder Stutl and !’op will
Eat Itself.

Undoubtesly, perlnrmlng llve only
added more virulency (o Ned's
Atomic Dustbin's cataclysmle sound,
which is largely carcening mclodlc
pop ditiles driven by psycncdcllc
Lyrically, songwriler
, Jonn has an ardcm sénse of the ab-
.sunl

The rawness IS detectable on both
the band's debut ‘EP, “The -Ingred-
{ents,” and its ensuing LP “God
Fodder"' on Columbta. Both are ade-
quate representations of thelr musie.

It’s thelr belled, though, that the
stage Is the ultimate confesslonal for
a band’s commitment :md passion.

STREET SENSE

IDYLLS

sions, though.

— Missionary Stew

Yes, they wear their, hearts, souls “and splmuall.ly on thelr
tattered slceves of disconient. And, perhaps, they can be a tad "~
maudlin. Missionary Stew may be lorslvcn tor. such lrnnsgruv

. Thelr pop sensibillties and mu.ﬂcnl craftsmanship — albett some
bortowed — more than sees'thiem through on “Idylis.” the !ocal_ .
hand’s second release.

Missionary Stew has never been a band 10 use vague imagery .

: and mixed metaphors to speak their case. Rather the five-man
outlil uses the strifigent confines of a pop song to ‘explore cantra:
dictlon and confuslon within, The quest for splritua) solitude Is
olten hard-fought battle in the Mlsﬂnnzry Slcw camp, never com-
plete and always questioned.

.From that.cnd, this band-neither prostytetlzes or. pander: to
those of the Christian persuasion as evidence in the lyrics, “ sald [
would hc true to you/ You ncedn't ask if I've been good/L can’t go

back on what I said,” sings Dion Roddy from the confessional num- ;
ber “Can't Go Back” in a Hawless volce tallor-made for pop musle.
To hone in solely on thls'band's bellef In “Him™ and hastily

categorize them as Christlan rockers would be sorely. missing.the
point and not accurate. Then again, not acknowledging the guiding
light that drives this outfit would be an oversight. You just consid- -
- erit part of the overall package.
Tight arrangements and slcrllng musicianship allow for that.
Spanish trumpets.open “Mystery.” EMF- saundmg kcyhonrds segue

way Into personal solace in “Peace Like a River.”

“No Onv's Crled for Me" is the band's wle b!nmlsh hcrc. no

check that, a spl

blot. This I
camplete wlih piano sounding like the keys wcrc soaked In gin and
down-and-out lyrics sung with vocals choking on'stale smoke. This
song, In partlcular, sounds eut of character for a band of thls tal-
ent. Perhaps one could surmise It was a joke. .
Otherwise, “1dylls"” is quite an accomplishmeat from a band that
continues to evolve musleally.

's opus,

— Larry O'Connor

Opt|on of free will |

Ms.Schlff,

Thank you for leiting the abuse
speak out; If only in wrlum words,’
I'm enclosing a poem 1 wrote onc
day white reflecting on the abuse:
taken by my mother,

I'n old beyond my pears.

I'm fearful and confused.
© 1. walk alone,’ I'm no lonyer
wonaen.

I'ma dark image of a body.

The loncliness has taken over.

. Diwn'cnltd I cannot find my
wa

. ‘l‘hu shadow fs my mscpamblc
companion,

{ cannot I;ﬂ my mul up to the
ight,

s I'ntlostforever, -

I'm only @ Shadow ola Wamcm

As a chitd, I could not understand

nor eould my mother tell me why

she let ihis go on. The destruction it
caused my sibllngs and myself for a
while was overwhelming.

1 thank God everyday for the love
be has sent me. The tian [ married s

alsa from an abusive famlly. Togeth-

N

orwe nave had analysls and come to
understand this chain behavlor, We

have found true love and a relatlon-
ship with-great meaning, The chain
of abuse can be broken and 1 thank

+ God we are (wo of the lucky ones.

There is no €xcuse for abuse,
Grateful it's over

Dear chdus,

For the past few. months we have .

heard from women who have experi-
enced belng victims in abusive reta-
tlonships. They spcak cloqueatly.

I would-like to be able to'say that

this is nol a gender-distinet problem -

and that men also feed stuck In such
relationshlps. However, no man has
written, T am hoping that some male
reader will write o {I1l the void.

With the misgiving of knowing
that this is o topic worthy of vol-
umes, I will atiempt tosum up.

The themes 1 bear in these letiers
(s that women In abusive relation-
ships feel helpless. Each foels they |
have no optlons, Because they can-
not leave, then, the reasonlng goes,
the men must ch:mgc for the rcln-

.

IS not avallable to abused

tionship to bc difterent. It m:llher
partner can change, then it hecomes
the responsibility of cur soclal insti-
-tutlons o cnforce laws, or provide
support that will stop the abuse: *

The Hrst issuc — the. woman's
lack of choice — Is a question of the
vlabitity of free will. Are people self-
determining? It seems that some are
and some are not.

1:assume that the women who.

have written 10 me on this toplc are
‘only the tip of the iceberg. If this

many have written; then there must -

be many more, certainly enough that

hey cannol be considered -outslde.-
+ the realm of normaley.

There are then many for whom
the option of free will Is sadly not

avatlable. These women lack’ a u]l..

capable of belng alane, -

1f you are reading thls and havlng
troudle understanding it because you
are a person with a strong scnsc of
self, then imagine yoursell danclng,
tf you have no rhythm, or sinxlng 1]
you are tone deal.

No matier hpw hard you willed It,

you couldnt make it happen, ‘Maybe’
after’ a lot_of teaching you could

achleve some suceess, but-without no -
. amount of wilt could make you an |
- adequate slnger or dance, - E
independence :md(ur a.

Could
problem " solving abillty be some-
thing like that? My column that-gen-
crated “these responses  asked
whether. or not It was luck, as a
woman from Haven sald, that led to
a woman belog In an abuslve reta-
tionship.

I look the position that each one of

us must take respansibllity for our--,

selves. I sajd it was not luck, 1 do not
fee) as sure of that stand now. Is it

.the luck inherent in genetles which
makes It possible for us to sing-on.

key, dance to the musle, salve pmlr
lems or be independent? .

As 1 have said, that Is an issue J
. worthy of volumes and still there

would not be and answer to some of
the worst probléms. .

Contlnuing with. our original llnc
of logle, the man should change for
the abuse to stop. But mist we not
say ihe same of him as we have sald

" few cases, some women have found

of the wom:m" 11 we cannot expect
her to have the free will to choose,
how can we expect the man to?

H we accept that the behavior (s

determined  rather than chosen {or .

her, then this line of reasoning is for
him, too. It he were a strong man, he

. ‘-Aanldn 't be abusing other people.”

And so'we comee to the responsi-
bility of clvllized soclety to protect
‘the “handlcapped — whether that
handlcap be physical or mental, Re-
cently, I .received a IHaven
newsletter in the mall. In It there are
articlés describing support systems

- for vlctims. The counscling: cnables

vicilms to become “self- cmpewtrcd
survivors.”
There Is also news of the Slaln Do-

. -mesilc Violence Board and early tn-

{erventton for juvenlle sex offenders.
These programs are helping (o edu-
cate and to arbitrate these ditficult
Issucs. Qur-iegal system lags far be-
hind. i

Haven is an Oakland County shel-

< ter;'T hope this kind of help Is avall

able in other communitles. In a very

. Barbara Schift
“a »;.-ny to become independent. They

are indeed the lucky ones. I can only
hope that thicy wll be an Insplratlon
to those less fortunate.

In pondertng thls probtem, I have
become more aware of the large role
luck plays In-all of our lives. Agaln,
thanks 1o atl the women who have
helped me better. understand this
problen. .

Barbara



