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 Lucky draw

First-rate

in “The Gin Game’

- Perfarmances of the Meadow
RBrook Theatre prodtction of “The
Gyn Game” continue through Feb-
raary 2 on the Gukland Universi-
1y campus in Rochester Hills. For
tiket wformation call the box
office at 3773300,

: IHECTOR TERENCE Kil
burn infuses Meadow
Brook Theatre’s produc-

tion of “The Gin Game™

with -innumerable - touches that

heighten the humor and grant the

. characters in the bitter comedy a
qairky, belicvable humanity.

:Take Weller Martin, the 70-somu

year ol¢ man who plays gln rumnmy .

with Fonsia Dorsey on the porch of
the rundown nursing ‘home where
1hey Jive. In the span of two acts,
Weller and Fonsla -play umpteen
hands of gin and peel away the
veneer ol conventionality that ex-
plains evenls In thele lives.

The gin game of the title stands as
melaphor for life. Doces' luck deter-
mine who wins, o Is it skill?

When _they- first begin to play,
Weller” empbatically tells Fonsia,
“Anyane who says gin [s nothing but
fuck doesn't know what the game is
all about,” Then he loses, hand after
band, Weller trics strategies, spylng
on her cards, and superstition to win.

directing

Cathle
Breldenbach

He changes chairs, lnvenis a ritual
of licking his thumb and forefinger
and wiping them on his shird before
each deal. Nothlng helps. Fonsia
skunks him game after game.

. IIE GETS mad, thumps his cane,

dumps the card table and retaliates

by exposing Fonsla's lic about why

her son never vlsits. Can people to-

tally blame bad luck, fate or mere

happenstance for the pattern of their-
2

057 .
Can Weller and Fonsia attelbute
their falled marriages, Weller's bad
business partnership, or’ the fact
their chitdren never come on visiting |
day solely 1o bad luck? Or docs the
blame lie elsewhere? -Closer to-
home? . s
The Mcadow . Breok productlon
presents this comie drama with won-
derful balance. Director Kilburn

tempers _the bitter batile between

Weller and Fonsia with humor and a
measure of kindness In the midst of

-qunnejAmold snd Eric Tavares star in ﬂleadow Brook The-

ulm‘s'product[on of “The Gin Game" now lhrough Sunday, Feb.
2 al the Meadow Brook Theatre on the campus of Oakland Unl-

versity near Rochester. Tlckeis available at the Meadow Brook
Box Otfice, 377-3300. N .

conflict: Kilburn has Weller put-his
sweater around Fonsia's shoulders lo

* ward oft the chlll. That's'a small

directorial decision not In the seript,
but ane of.many that create the bal-
ance and mosale of detall In the fine -
Mcadow Brook production. .
THE SCRIPT for the 1978 cumod‘y ’

by D.L. Colbuen puts words in the
characters’ mouths,, but credit for
the gestures, Inflections, and superh

_comie timing belong to Dircelor

Terence Kilburn, to Jeanne Arnold -

as Fonsia; and especlally to Erle Ta-

vares who makes Weller a multi-di-
1, ditticult et

He has ‘Abba Dabba Honeymoon’ with stage

 Performances of the Birming-
kam - Theatre  production of
" Babes Arms™  continue
through 2. For. ticket infor..
nation call the boz office at 644

Mulit-talented Carlton Carpenter,
currently appearing in the Rodgers
and flarl musical “Babes in Arms"
at the Birmingham Theatre, can re-
flect biack on 60 years in entertain-
ment and the arts.

Starting at the age of 4, when he
carned §10 for- singing “When You
and 1 Were Young, Mag
other youngster, Carpenter has sung,
danced and acted in a multltude of
Broadway shaws, ol{-Broadway pro-
duclions, road companies and re-
glonal theater,” plus performed in
wo dozen films and over 6,000 radio
and television shows.  * - .

In addition, he has dirccted,

carned two gold records, published
seven mystery siovels, and been.a
regular contributor to two mystery
magazines, There’s another mystery
novel in-the works in his computer,
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** CARPENTER RECALLED that In
these days “1 didn't know any better

* -than to just knock on stage doors and

and when he's home In Pine Istand,
upstate, New York, he performs a
cabaret act two nights a week,

WHILE CARPENTER readily ad..
mits he never became'a big-name
star, he said he was “blessed with
one Job after. another, and never

-.knew how hard it was for other ac-
tors 10 get work."

For which of his many achieve-
ménts would he most lixe to be re-
membered?. "I just want to be
thought ‘of as a worklng pro,* he
sald, | B

Actually, Carpenter.is best-known
for. his recording of "Abba Dabha_
Honeymoon™ wilh Debhie Reynolds.
They sang it in a 195¢ movie that has
since been retitled for the song, then
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reprised [t lo the film “That’s Enter-
tainment.” Carpenter éarned a gold
record: for *“Honeymioon" and for.
“Row, Row, Row™ from the same
ariglnal film, D "
* ‘Carpenter said he canriot account
for the huge and lasting success of
“Abba Dabba Honeymoon." It was
written in 1915, and was a popular *
hit in the 1920's. Bul he does take
credit for picking the song out of a
.slack-of period music under consld-
cration for the film. He said he st
recelvés royalties’ from the- song,
whlch is often included In collections:
of songs with “sllly lyrlcs.” Invarl-
ably, he still geis frequent requests
- 1o perform it in fis cabaret'show.
Haised on a Verment farm, Car-
penter sald he became interested In
‘show busincss beeause a neighbor
had a daughter who was an aciress.
At nine he was a _magician louring
New England, "bul I wasn't very "
good,” he said with a-warm grin. e
also traveled with a carnlval before
landing his first Broadway role
while still a senlor In high schoal.
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. world," he said with a chuckle.
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+ ask for a joh. I'd been In love with

the theater ever since 1 took an old
dress of my mother’s and draped it
over a card table ta make a curtaln.”

* Like Val, the young song-writing
theatér apprentice in “Babes in
Arms,” Carpenier said he has writ-
ten songs ali his life. He wrote, or- -
-chestrated, and produced hls first
show while a Junior in high schoe) —
‘and got suspended from school for a
week for having girls appear In bath-
ingsuits. ~ . -

“In 1943 . Deanington,” Vermont,
hat not yet caught up with the

Carpenter’s . Broadway debut 'In -
1944 was in the flrst show produced
by ‘a young lawyer named David
Merrick. Later Carpenter had a long .
association with Merrick when' the

actor was featured la various com- -

-panies of “Hello, Dollyt”, - -
He particelarly enjoyed 'playlng

-Cornellus to Mary Martin’s Dolly

when they toured Asia prior to the .

‘ company’s . London run. *

' Carpenter joined the Birmlngham
production of “Babes In- Arms' at-
the invitafion of James Janek, onc of
the executive producers of the Blr-
migham Theatre. They first became
friends'40 ycars ago'ln a stock pro-
duetion of "Mister Roberts,” but this

patures
turkey and tenderlain:
tlans; tox and
2 ATy
wk i sumptuous
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m.m; Weller's peppery vocabularly

“rivals Mayor Young's; he throws tan- |

trums, cheats at solitaire i nobody™s
looking, and wins us over with his
feisty integrity. '
Jeanne Arnold’s able and ladylike
portrayal of Fonsia Dorscy doesn't -
quite match Tavares' benchmark

performance, but it comes close in
this richly human drama that's bit-
ing yet tender, angry yet warmly
funny. '
Cathie Breidenbach of West

d teaches college wrir-

Michelie Blokely, (left} Carleton énrpentcr, Lucille Naar in the
Rodgers and Hart musical “Babes in Arms™ al the Birmingham

. Theatre.

is the lirst time they have worked
together since then,

IN"BABES” Carpenter plays Sty
mouf Fleming, a mean-3pirited skin-
{lint who trles to wrest a Cape Cod
summer dheater awdy from the
founder’s daughter and threatens to
tire -anyone who darcs oppose his
judgment, Carpenter said ihat in
summer stock he's worked for a fow

cheapskates . like Fleming, but he.

doesn’t really sce the character as a
villaln because he's played with a
comle flavor; -~ .

*This Is prohably the smallest part
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THEGINGAME
" " by D,L,Cob}lrn :

A funny, touching and bittersweet comedy
7 about the game of life. -~

1 ever played,” Carpenter said, “but
-you don't have to have a big part to
get caught up in the rapture ‘of the
theater. I think Randy Skinner, the -
dircctor, s a genius, and the young
performers in this show are so fal-
ented that when 1 stand in the wings
and wateh them sing and dance eve-
ry night T get tears in my eyes.”

Burbara  Michalsis a retired
Southfaelil English teacher. A thes
ater critic for the tast 17 years,
-she is an inveterate plapgoer who
nlarly catches up on all the
New York productions,
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