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the nightmarish world into which Potor Weller

Cronenberg s Lunch’
It’s not for every taste

Chanves- are” Williain Burroughs
wer dreamed of cutting a movie
wlwn be dredged up his-novel
“Nahed Lunch™ in the middle 1950s.
Hiv crazy guilt of sometimes in-
rent tales relies heavily on de-
{alled  descriptions ‘ot everything
from fiatulation te homosexual prac-
Uces Lo drug use.

. Over the years, hawever, sevecal
directors have toyed with the idea of
bringing the,book to the sercen, Da-

vid Cronenberg has taken the chal. -

. lenge by using the text as a jumping
. baard for his own fantastic account
in which’a Borroughs-type writer
serves as the main tharacter,
1n 1952, Bili Lee works as a New
York exterminator and as “Naked
Lunch” opens, we watch him*spray
yollow pawder into cracks and floor-
boards, sending roaches scurrying.
When he runs out of insecticlde on
the job,. his friends {based on Bur-
- roughs’ “Teat” buddles Ginsberg and

Kerouac) suggest it may be a "do~

mestie problem.
- ATrIving hnmm Bill
what they mean. His wife, Joan, s
pumping the yellaw powder Into| hcr
vejns. Bili's

dlscovcrs

as wriler Willlam Loe is plunged in “Noked

Loy

John .

tlckets please

Monalghan

and “The Fly," trusts his material
[mplicitly. The movle is among the
most bizarre ever made, yet Cronen-

berg keeps his camera focused on -

the action Instead of showing. off

- with, telcky camera nnglcs :md

lenses.

The movie is parilally about writ-
ing and communlcation, In one of the
more unusua) Ideas, Bil's typewriter
sprouts legs and wings, transforming

Into- a cockroach -which speaks

tirough suggcsllve!y shaped opcn-
ing on its back.

Later, a rlval writer will ommu-
nicate with Bill telepathically. In the
style.

words coming from his mouth.

““Rabocop's” Peter Weller Is per-’

fectly cast as Bill. With his long,

the Stuft sends him and his lyp«.-wril-
o ¢ ne-way trip to Interzone, a
mythical Terkish city where he com-
pmm what will bccnme “Naked
Lunch.

CRONENBERG, TUE Canadian-, .

based glmjclor nl' Dc:ld Ringers”

sunken and
dellvery, he's the -perfect embodl-
ment of Burrough's signature look
and style. It’s vita) that he remain
Ineresting to watch, since hcs lca'
tured in every scene.

. Judy Davls adds another wild mle

0 her st of recent wrcdlu. which

of Japanese .monster. movies, .
his 1ips don't move ln sync with the -

has included “Barton Fink” and “Im-
promptu.” She plays the hopeluss ad-
diet Joan In the cockroach-infected
apartment and the writer-Joan who
crulses Interzone: with her husband
in search of pretty young boys,

OBVIOUSLY, “Naked Lunch” Is
not for every taste. Even If you hate
the . pigture (a number of walkouts
were  recorded © during - preview
sereenings), you can’ 't fault the pcr~

formances.
“Noked Lunch" had me hooked

right from the openlng credits, with

gatishly colored’ rectangles, Inter-
sceting on'the screen, Add 10t a jazz
score by Howard Shore, with Ornetie

" Coleman sax solos; and It looks and - hig?
sounds like something out-of an old

Otto Preminger movie,

Like-minded viewers will
feast on the Ingeniously-designed
monsters, including  allen
mugwumps who dispense intoxicat-
ing liquids from hot dog-shaped ap-'

pendages on their head. Sit back and
drink it all in-and “Naked ‘Lunch™
can be a most satistying trip.

Con\lnund lrom Puge 4.

I-uur )mrs later, with a budgcl
«f $3.5 miltion, “Evil Dead 1% was
released. Yorrar fans thrifled to
seenes in which Canmipbell as the
tero Ash severs his right hand with
a chain saw after it becomes pos-
sessed by the Evil Dark Foree and
another in which o screaming
woman  swallows the uplodlng
cychall of 2 beast.

With delight in his eyes and a
stuirk on his face, Halmi once sald,
“The ratings board wasn't too hap-
about the (lying eycball. Espe-
Iy after a woman swallowed It
They were also not
od with the scenc where
Hlzuce’s hand becomes possessed by.
dark powers, forcing him ta chain
saw 18 off at the wrist. 1 suspect
they have snme sort of pet peeve
ahaut self-mutitation.”

The movie was released without
arating.

RAIMI DESCRIBED how his
catlier dirccting and fitming tech-
niques were -based on his experls
ence dalng films with small budg-
ots Far cxample, o chase scene

was set up-like this: "OK, Bruce,
when [ say g, you run nmi i
chase you with the camnera:’

Asked haw ke created the il
ston of atlacking trees In “Evil
Dead 11, he explalned: “That spe-
clal effcct was created by wrapp-
ing vines around somegne and then
pulllng them away. We would take
she film and run the sequence in re-
verse. By doing this, it appears that

victim.”

Ralmi  was drawn Into the
nrotlon picture indusiry because of
its ability to capture, then alter It
and replay it. It was deslre and de-
terminatlon that made him stelve
for success.

Now, he's in I!oll)wood the city
of bright lights and hig stars. The
sets have chinged. The budgets are
larger. Many lhings have changed,
but at everythle,

Rainir 15 casily recognized, He's
he guy In the slarchcd white shirt,

the vines are mov!ng loward: lhc .

HIS ‘Army wages its war
in the mind’s Terror Zone

Skclu!un: mako up the “army" in Rnlml' “The Army of Dark-
ness” set to be reléased within the noxl few months.

1ie, froned jeans and white leather
sneakers. Of course, his ability to
choose ties has Improved.

As in the past, he secks top-notch
production people and equipment.
Film companies now -give Ralmi
$9-14 miilion to work with. His car-.
Tler films were flnanced by sollcli-
ing money from
friends.

MANY OF hls frlends and co-
workers remaln the same. Bob Ta.
pert, Bruce Campbell and Ruth
Jessup are n few of the cast and
crew members who have been with
Raiml since Renalssance Plctures ©
was cstabllshed. ln Ferndale in..
1979, .

Raimi Is a serious, ‘charlsmatle
professional. He enjoys hls work,
averaging a 16-18-hour work day.
He does whatever is necessary to

- flnish the job. Yet, he never misses

an opportunity to smile, (6 laugh,
to relleve the tenslon that develops
naturally on & movio set,

Tie has a specis] talent for mak-
____ing the production an 1 enjoyable ex-
je's  perience for both cast and crew
t's rarc to find that quality In a

family “and

had been delayed.

mitn 50 focused on his work.

For Instunce, on the sei of
“Army of Darkness,” they were
ready 1o shoot an action scene:

"Ready. Quict on the set?”

“Walt, I'm plcklng up mncl\lm.
noise from the back "

“Shut vff the smoke machlm:
Hoimi yellod

“All clear.”

“Wait," sald Ralml, “I still hear
some sort of thumplng

The crew began unrcb\ng for
lhc source of the nolse,

A MOMENT tuter, *Just kldding

. it’s me,” shouted Ratmi with a
smllu .He was bumplng his chalr
agalnst mine,”

.The slight delay ‘was pcrioct
Now everyone was smiling. Prior
to Ralml’s litite stunt, cast and
crew were slightly tense and lrri-
tated. over the fact that shoollng

This may be the greatest trilogy
ever created in horror film history.
But viewers should heed these
words from the wise: "Don't warry,
try to remind yourself it's enly a
moyle”

‘Rilling” (USA — 1957 and
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SCREEN SCENE

DETROIT FiLM THEATRE, De-
troit Institute of Aris, 5200 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit. Call 832-2730 for
infermation, ($5)

“Hearts of Darkness”. (USA —
1991), 7 and 2:30 p.m. Jan. 31-Feb. |
and 4 and 7 p.m, Feb. 2. Eleanor
Coppola shut some 60 hours al foot-
age on the set of husband Francis®
eple “Apocalypse Now." She cdited
It down into this fascinating docu-
mentary about the making of the
troubled and often brilliant fllm. -

HENRY FORD . CENTENNIAL
LIDHARY, 1630t Michlgan Ave,
Dearborn. Cal} 943.2037 for lnlurm.\
tion. (Free) ‘

"Bulldog  Drummond l-.scapca
{Usa — 1931), 7 p.m. Jap. 17. Ray
Miltand takes his turn playing detéc-
tive in this entertaining entry in th'
popular {iln series.

MAGIC BAG: THEATRE CAFE,
22918 Woodward Ave., Ferndale,
Call 544-3030 for information. {§3; 82
students and senior cltizens)

835" (Italy — 1963),-8 p.m. Jun .

27.28. Federico Fellini’s autobio-
.graphlca) masterplcce about a soul:
scarching direcior (Marcello Mas:

trolannl) trying -desperately to em-

bark on his next project. Along the
way, he remembers his past life-and
loves: Great score by Nino Rota.

Kubrick double ‘feature.

he
itler's

IN CONCERT

Kiss (USA — 1956). The first, start-
ing at 8 p.m. Jan, 27, Is the story of a
race track heist gone wrong, star-
cing Sterling Hayden and Elisha
Cooke, Jr. The second, at 9:45 p.m.,
15 an early filin noie experiment
capped by 3 bizarre battlc with axes
in & mannequin factory. Continuing

an. ambitious tribute to dlmcln
bl.-nlty Kubrick.

“U2; Rattle and lum™ (USA. —
1989}, 9 and 15:30 p.m, Jan. 31-Feb.
1. The Irish rock band in a documen:

tyhouse 1o net trout in a nearby tlv-
er) and remlnisce and learn about
each other.

“Umberto D* (Italy .— 1952), 7
., p.am. Jan, 28-29. A moving film from
Vittorlo De Sica about a retired bu- |
reaucrat trying to maintain bis dig-
nity and his apurtment on a scant
r  govermment pension. By the director
of “The Hicycle Thicl."

STATE WAYNE THEATER,
35310 Michigan Ave. West, Wayne.

tary that mixes black and white aua Cal) 326:4600 for show times. (32; ll

color sequenees:

MAPLE THEATHE, .
Maple, Bloomtield: Calb 855-9090 for
show times. ($6; $2.95 lwl]lght]

vid Cronenberg's  {lipped-out treat.

-.ment of the novel by Willlam Bur-
. roughs. Peter Weller stars as an ex-

lerminator whose addletion to bug

powder sends him on a one-way \ick-

et to u drug-lnspired fantasy.

MICHIGAN ‘THEATHE, 603 E.
Lsberty, Ann Arbor. Call 868- 8197
on. (35; $4.25 students

and senior citizens)
“Strangers in ‘Good Compzny
(Canada, — 1991), through Jan. 3

tcall for shaw tlmes), A group of sev--

en elderly women and their femal

» driver survive for séveral days whe:
thelr bus breaks down [n the country.
They focage for food {even use pan-

4135 - W.

aked Lunch™ (USA = 1992). Da-

cehildren and senlor eftizens).

“The Lungest Day™ (USA — !052).
Jin, 29-Feb.- 1. Robeet. Mitchum,
Juhn Wayne, and Richard Burion
head the all-star epic about the prep-
arations for the Nurmandy Invasion

T

- in Wotld War 1. Long, well-done and .

definitely worth a look on the big
sereen. N

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-
DEARBORN, Room 138 Sclence
Building, Evergreen between Ford
Road and Michigan Ave,, Dearborn
Ca)t $93-5433 for information. (Froc)

“Dark Habits™ (Spain — §984), 8
pm Jap. 3L, In this carly comedy
0 ‘{rom’ dircctor Pedro  Almodovar
- (*Women on the Verge of a Nervous
o * Dreakdown”), a torch singer.on-thes
n run hides oul with a convent full of’
odd bal) nuns, Highly recommended.

— John Mongghan
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5229430
® 3-D Invislbles

Paycheek's Iaungt'. 2932 (,.umﬂ Harme
tramck.

. BI40254
@ Cuppad

Cross leﬂ iuﬂon s W. Cross, ¥pe
silantl.
A8S5050
@ Nouro Seata:

Wilh the Jamersons at !lm\mmct
Pub, 2048 Canifl. oft 1-75.
365-9529
® Mighly Bosstonea

With The Exceptions al Todd's, 81)9 E

Seven \me Ttoad, Dclm
J66-TUDD -
@ Civllians

Gritt’s Geil. 49 N. Saginaw, l'unn.n
3344292

Sa!urday Feb,

‘e Gonbnr and the Pu:

l!llm! Plg 208 5. First, Ann Arbor

. cnlul Brothers

N

. ® Park the Karms

44

. Moty Ihicks, 5452 Schaefer, Dearborn .’

SH13650
® The Rationals’

Sully’s. 4758 Greenlield. beluwn Wch -
enue and Ford Rnad, Dcnbnm X
)

® Rod Slowun

The Paluce of Auhurn l|llh Tvl'
(h'mv;zmml\lp Drive, off 135, Tickets at
0 ve.off . !

. T nmu

@ Noc Barrage

With Surge to Uﬂlﬂn and Sk]nhum al
's Hall; 431 E. Congrm De

St Andres

ot * -

wil-MELT

@ Howling Diahlos -
Tud's Publ38 5. Ma

. 4354755

® Tom Collins aru! Cockt-ll
Shokers
With Swinging Hichards. at Finney

. I'ub, 3955 Woodward, Dtroit.

NN

GOl 4B N Saginaw, Poatiac

w2
@ Big Dave and the ulltuonlc-
: l\u k'S ( ‘sfe, 611 Church, Ann Atbur.

l anl( Allison and the Odd Sox

lllu 2930 Jacud, Ihmlr:mrl

. Pli
RAEY l‘nb J"!ll hnd de Garden
«

L) culiuye Shock
o Wuth Heney Lovelrap at Cross Su-m
© - Station, $11 W. Cross, Ypsianti.

® Ralrosexuals
With Christine Taken at the Haor
- tramck Pub, 2048 Canudf, ot 1-75.
. 3553829
® No Morcy
Fraluring Gunmr Huss, L'harlle Eubn,
Michael Lulz and Scott Anderson at The
Ritz, 27580 Frazho, 104 Mile and Grati-
ot Nuunlll

7

. anwlou: Johnnys
s ’rndd: 8139 £ Seven Mile Road, De-

JM TUUD

.Sunday Feb. 2

® Rod Stowart
The Palave of Auburn Hills: Two
° (hampmmmp Urive, vtf 1-75. Tickets for
ov 25 show will be hunored. :
0
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" Clebaton of Wite Faeil Fu

NOW thru SUNDAY + Michigan Stae Fairgounds

7, /M/,
9 Intemational Iee Seuljlore
& Lighting Spoctaculac
8 Litle Cacans lee Catle
o Snow Selptng Enibiton
8 Iee Caning Compitions

8 Snowmobile Drag Res (Feh. 142,

- CHARGE BY PHONE(313) 6456666

R WINTER has never been somuch fun!. 2

Tickels at _n_t

S6.00 Adults /300 lﬁds (12 & unden

wozTy
nLThOIT

-8 KideFest lamival ides,
puppel Dhealr, face painling
+ stume chardes & more,
o Winterfest Food Cout
6 Handaafies Ats & Crafts.
" Fidays - Sundiys ONLY)

and AT THE GATE




