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*-Old Town of‘ Geneva

Pholos Lourtesy o1 Swida Nationa! Toutsl Gfcn

*“In the Old Town of Genevn. the hmorlc lemlm. building pmwﬁua 3 cuzy semug ot anpulouor cafe

 Gateway to Olymplcs

Games turn

-off-season
“onin this

. R 3 o
Swiss city
By Pavl Holmann
Now York Timas Syndicnto

: The Mont Blanc Bridge connects Geneva's Old Town wllh its

Ordinarily, hall of Geneva's
hoted rooms are empty in
February, the of f-oll-season for

this cosmopaolitan city's thriving
tourist business.

Not s0 this year.

The Winter Otympic Ga.
Albertyille

and 12 other venues in
8 to Feb. 23, will cast
yintherolrofa
major gateway 1o the
International snow circus and as a*
center for logistical support and
afler-Ski realion

Geneva's efficient Colntrin - .
Alrport iy indecd only 52 pules by
roud, a Y0-minute drive, from
Albertyille; the nearest French
alrport, Lyon Satulas, 15 83 mllcs
away.

Two: (hlrd\nllmncva 's 13,000
hotet beds ate in deluxe or first-
class houses, awarded five or four
stars respectively by the Swiss
hote) associatiun .

Visitors wanting 1o sty in less-
expensive places ought 10 Teservet.
fast. Count on $90 10 $130 for &

more mbd

b section. To the side, Rousseau lsland, named

after p

Jean

* Lake Geneva.

TERTAINMENT:

* 1t you have watched enough
winter sports Itve or on television,
Geneva's attractions will while
away the Iong, chilly nights,

The Grand Theatre, at Place:
Newve, pre\cnls anew production
of Berluz's opera. “Benvenulo
Cellinl.” conducted by John

. Nelson, with Thomas Moser in the

, title

part. It thay be hard ta get
tivkets to the subscription
perfarmances on Feb. 10, 13, 16,

" .22 and 25 bul easicr {for the non-

double ruoin with private batk and

breakfast in a three'star tgood
second-class) establishient, The
converslon rate is 1 40 Swiss
{eanes to §t

toterna
organizations
including transportation from
Geneva ta Alheetville of other-
Olymple sites, .‘ll(mg with tlckets
10 events.

Traveln K<'lldu1 In Geneva-glso
operate bus servives (o Albertville,
the cne-way tare is araund $55.

Yo can board the
Albertville, les fram the *
Coach Terminal (Gare lloulllre) In
the Place Dofciere near the Qual
du Moat-Blanc on Lake Geneva
north shore, it §.45 a.m,, 2.30 p.a.
and $:10 pan dally. The Tare ts $36
one way, $64 round trip. During

. the Winler Olymples the bus also

will pick up passengers at the
Colntrin Alrport and extra runs
may be added. Foranore
{nformatlon ¢il) 7320230,

:

sgular buxio

subscription evening, Feb. 19.

. On Feb. t1, Margaret Price will
be heard (n a recital at the Grand

Theatre, with Graham Johoson at

1he plaso. The thedter's productlon
ot Mozart's “Cosi Fan Tutte,"
canducted by Friedemann Layer,
with Rence Fleming and Jennifer.
hmwr in'the female teads, wil
be deprised an March 13, 16, 16, 21,
26 and 29. Ticket prices at the
Grand Theatre range from $13.6¢
inthé 10p gallery to $146 in the
dress circle on some nlghts, For

* . more information call 212318.

The Grand Casino, at 19 Quai du *

Mont-Blane, Is the sctting fut
frequent jazz, pop-music and
dance shows as well as'theatrical

. sketehey, Highlights: Ballet de

Mexico of Amalla-Hernandez with
its mariachl orchestra, Feb. 1;
National Ballet of South Korea,
Feb. 20 For more ln(cmm(lon call
7!10600 .

MUSEUMS:

Vislis to several hoporiant
pudlic coltechions are tree asof
carly Jutisary, but this Is bound to
change svon The clty goveroment
plans to begin charging admisslon
10 its muscums and may offer a
ticked valid tor three different

. cathedral, is a restured medseval

* to be the city's aldest residentlal

is surrounded by

antitutions Detatis wiestill oty = o -

annoeuiced

Nulte O siilased Museut of
Art and Histury al 2 Kue Chaties-
nd a d1ve-mnsule watk fron
the cathedtai, aeag the 125-yeal
uld Russtay Chutch #ithats six
guldén dunies The nuge collection
contaans halt a millivs objects
from prettstoric artifacts
French linpreasiunist and early

. 20th-century patntibgs 1t 15 opess

from LW a e w5 pin Tuesday L

. Sunday. For more iforthution celi

290010

Maison Travel, ut 8 Rue de
Puits:St -Plerre. near the

dwelling uf nmllh) Tunubles, said

buitding It contdins perivd
futnilure. a completely cqulpptd
anctent kikehen. patnted business
S0 and an 1850 scale model of
Geneva, house by house, In an attic
nall. [ 1s open 1tom 10 a.m. to §

R Tuesday io'Suiday. For mote
wfurmation cull 282500

OLDCITY l'UUIl '
A slroll aruund the ;Iupmx.
sirects of the Viellle

Old Tuwn) is rewardlog
despite 1a bise, Geneva's
redoubtable cold nurth wind'~
thete are enough cajes and Laveris.
{o1 rest stops. .

The imialn artery of the historic -
quarter is the narrow Grand-Rue,
which 1s limed with urt galieries
and ol book shups, and leads up to
Lhe inassive 15th-centuny city hall

The Cathedral of St Peter (5t
1eise) is 3 Gothie edifice that
Roes back (o the i2th century and
was bt uver carly Christian
Saneluaries. Tinpressive reniadns
of the anclenl 34 uciutes cat be

.- seenin the ar

. -Rot maillags about

T, don't remember wheee they were

Tracing roots by

happy accident.

Serendipity: an aptitude for mak.’

ing desicable - discoveries by accls -
“dent, If you are one of the thousands

who travel te trace. your family
roots, you deperid-on happy accis
dents

1 thought of that this week when I

_ crossroads

Iris.
Jones :

o f
o

exents in both Ireland and Flnland.
I've been trying for 10 years without
success to trace the roots of -the
McNamee family (o some specific

Seren&lﬁfly is not just

- and other delicacies at the Newton

“ 1 wandered around the court waiting

" and most of them ate Catholic. Any

place in Northern .Ireland, ‘and my

best clue so far came by happy acch- - & happy accident, it's
~dent. BRI an aptitude for happy
 Irclindis o large island off the accidents; which is a
coast of England. Singapore s atiny - very useful mindset in
Aisland “halt a world away at the

southers tip of southeast Asia, It had - - both ganenlagy and .
not oeeurred to me to do any geneal- ‘tra vel. . 1

ogy there.

My Serendipity occurred among
the foud stills of Newton Circus. Un-
ul recent years, the food vendors ot
Ningapore sold their goodies on the
\mu but they are pow officially- -
6 an fuod courts around this
utiful madern cuty.

| had stayed 1 hotels .md cidden |
subways_ that ‘put ‘our hntels and
tRIRsportalion sy s tu shame,
bul on that particulas evening 1 was
cating iy wuay through fresh prawns

my new- lound [rish {riend and rnn
A year later, after a business tripitn
England, | had'a chance to.spead a
tew days in Belfast The business
card led me to a McNamee who may
very well be one of iy famnily.

Nothing is as interesting as vne’s
“own_ family tree or as boring as
somebody else’s family’ tree. but
there is a moral to that story.
dupity )s not just & happy accidedt,
it's an aptitude for happy accidents,
which s a very wselul mindset in
both gencalogy and travel. .

1 you'd like a little ccwnv}lpin;.!
your own, £xplore these events: 2

Crzeus fuod stalls. |
When 1'was barety able to waddle, -
for- the bus that would take me

“home™ and found myself 1alking o
a couple of traveling Americans, 1

The Irish’” Ilcnl:gn Association, .
162A Kingsway, Duamurry, Belfast
BT179AD, Northern Ircland Is spon-
. soring the International Gathering of
. "the Clan Maguire Sept. 4. 5 and 6 In
Enniskilien, County Fermanagh and
the Internatlonal Heritage Jamboree
Sept. 28, 26 and 27 in County Dowtt

froen, bul I renenber the moment
hat théy waved toward an adjoining
Luble and 1ntroduced me to a couple
trom’ Northeen Ireland.. .

“I've been there several times,

nying 10 trace Iy ancestors,” 15afd. oy als find clan gatherings if
\;:‘I“;‘x:’L““,,"“"p"" to - know any - ¢he Republic through the Irish Tour-

ist Board, 757 Third Ave . New York,
N

“F khow Lworol them, ™ the tnan re«
plied ‘ Finland celebrates its 75th annie
versary. of independence in 1992 as
Homecoming Year and bas devel-
oped-a program 1o invite Finnish
descendants from around the world
10 a year-long celebration. Michigan

McNamees are not exactly a mul-
titude, like many Irish clans. There
were only “12 of them in the entire
Nurthern- Ireland telephone’ book, *

site
below the cathedral. .
The entrance is at the right of
the pdruice that became the man

Ccentury Access to the excavations

i periitted from 10 ah toipm

and 2 & pm. Tuesday o Sunday
Aduussiun is $3.60; children $2 45
Admission is tree to the

" cathedral {ruti ¥ a m to noon and

2:5pits (o pin trom March 1), but

no sightavelag is ullowed during , -

services, beginning 10 a.m.on
Sundays.

The French Protestant re(ormer
Calvin preached In the cathedral,
1536 to 1564, and virtually ruled

. eattance to the chureh in the 18th . -

Geneva as a theocracy, The Gothic' .

interjor of the church is sober, the
large organ in its rear modern

A side chape) on the right. in
flamboyant Gothic style and nuh

- stained-glass windows, §s a

«graceful contrast 10 the austenity

of the main nave. In clear weather
“ un ascent of the north tower o
. permits a panoramic view of the

vity. the 1ake and the snow
covered-Alps,

‘. Tower vislts are permitted frum

911 aan and 2-4:30 p.m. Menday

" to Saturday. Admission is $1.80,

children 70 cents.

“The colussal Reformation
Maoavinent, with the 20-foot-high
statues of Calvin, the Scottish
divine Juhn Knox and other

Prutestant leaders, erected 1909 to |

'1917 by an international
commistee, occupies 320 fect of a

“rampart a4 the foot of the O
« City's southerp slopc {Parcdes

Bastions),

GI'TITING AIIOUNII:'

Trdins fron, Comtrin Alepart to
the Carnavin Terminal ncar the
city center run at intervals of 10
munutes to 15 minutes, the trip
\nklng]ml slx minutes The fareis

network of trais, trolley cars and
buses 4re about to go up; probably.
10 $1.10 for shiort irlps (up'to three

* stopsY: $1.45 for longer trips

Tackets must bé bought at the
vending tachines at the stops.

All-day network passes. $4.30 at
1he tisne of writing, ace alse
expected tu become more
expensive, they are hought at the
Transpurts Publics Genevols
window tn the underground matl
close 10 the vail terniinal.

(Paut Hofmaunn, formes
Rome bureau chiv
Timws i
Srequently.)

Furcs on (wnew 5 m:s\-lrmsit -

Voany

. tuted
. nunnent, of course. Micky vame run-

boasts the largest concentration of
 people. of “Firintsh ancestry in the
U.S. — 100,000 of the 600,600 Flnn-
ish Am\'ncans ~ so many of you
may go.

logist will tell you to follow
your religious Line first in Iretand
and any \1r\nmm. were Presbyleti-

“Are (h-) l’rulc«.mnl" ! s.ml

“Yes
“Two Protestans MeNamees consti- ;
a ‘windfal). ‘At that .very

Other n.monnluies are also warm-

Ing up 10 homecoming ideas, Contact
the US. travel office of the country
*in question ‘for more information
ubout tracing your roots. An aplitude
{or discovering dusirable accidents
will further your cause. -

[_"__ ,,,,,, j _

niny 3cross the cuurt to say the bus-
\A.n 1eaving without me.
l grabbcd a business card. from

Cruise Alaska
' PRINCESS CRUISES
“wuxhwgmd”

ave p to 5400 pu couple
it buoked by Feb. 14, 1992,

Call now
and save!

Only By Sea, Inc.
645 9900.

Forest Senvpe - Uspy
“Wo gue a hoot
it poiuie!

G
=4
Wheels Inn
=l Resart & Conference Cenltre

INVITES YOU-TO-
GO APE WlTH

w2 Call1-800-265-5257
|o-\~4'~mv«s' Call -519-436-5500




