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points of view

Need to change is message

THE REALTY SIGNS ate starting
te multiply.

I think that's the clearest remems
brance T have of the recession in the
carly '80s - for sale signs remaining,
seemlngly [orever, on Jawn after
1awn of our part of suburbia. .

A recession seems to shake all of
our parts up, like the ina
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flass paperwi eight, only to see where
lhey fall when they reseitle on the
firmament,

No where is that shake up more
cbvious than-on the streets of our
suburban downtowns.

THE BAD news is that husinesses
without slaying power are Jeaving —
-and their employees are out on.the
street, The good news is that store-
fronts” aren't ncceswarily | staying
cmpty, and some new uppartunitics
exist for those with flexible skilts: +
@ 'In Blrmingham, Birmingham
stamps & Coins on Woodward Is

building a new, larger bullding next *

to its present site.

@ In West Bloomficld, empty

storefronts originally bullt for retall |
are filllng up with a variety of small; -

malnly ethnic restavrants.

- @ In Rochester, downtawn mer-
chants are now open on Sundays and
Thursday and Friday nights. Down.
town ulrmlnghnm ndnplcd Sunday

A

hours last fal).

® In Southfictd, NBD Is opening a,

new branch office featuring special

services for senlor clilzens in a part-
of that city in which 70 percent of

the residents are bt this age group.

industry as [t Is to the Big Three. We
must clnn;;c our, ways o{ dolng busl-
ness.

We must become more cl(lclem,
more  service-orlentéd: and- offer

merchandise and services which are’

well-designed, we]l-cxccu{ed and.ap-
propriate.

1f that sounds like the way the
Japancse do business, it is. .

Hut it wasn't always. Nolsomany
years ago, the labet “Made In Japan"
connoted, cheap, inferior goods to

. :\mcrkans Now, .1t seems, It's the

ll c:m changc It means going hack

to basics and reacting ta reality —
not just in the short term, but for the
long haul.

IF WE DON'T want our business-
©3, industries and storcfronts vacant
and workess left out in the cold:

® It's tlme for the Amcrican auto

* industry - the heart and soul of met-

ropolitan Detroit - to make cven
fewer models. Throw out the ones
which have been consistently shoddy
and concentrate all efforts into a
few - covering each price ‘range -
which have proven potential. And
quit duplicatlng cfforts. I the Ford

s .- “Taurus and Mercury Sable are cs-
TIIF. MESSAGE I3 as clear to the':
- small retailer as it 18 to the banklng

sentlally the same’car, jut maoke:
oncof them.

1 would be happy- not to have lo
declde among 50 many models - as
long as I could plck quality.

# All_car .manufacturers’ shoutd

“insist that thétr dealera be open.on

Satueday. It's ‘truly amazing that
cven In this recession, many metro
Detroit auto dealers are still adher-
ing to 1he “Never on Saturday" rule.
It's- no longer appilcable - and
hasn'l been for many years. Close on

. Mondays, Jike the art galleries I you

will, to work ‘live-day wecks, You
are retallers of a product which Is

1he second most Important and cost-
Iy l\em most people purchase. Imng- .

\ our mutval

Ine if teal estate satespeople insisted
on not working weckends!

" e DUSINESS and Industry misst
Tend thelr pawer to make sure that
ail of our children are literate, Oth-

crwise, they, as individuals, can’t be |

productive + and we, as a society;
wlll nat only lose their input but con-
tlnue to pay for thelr “{rustratlon

through the welfare, drug and alco- -~

hol rehab and prison systems.
® Our public transportation sys-

' tem must not be abandoned, but Im- .

proved with all local communities
paylog thelr way.

® The “me" ness of the '70s and |

'80s must give way to the “we” ness

of the '90s if the Detrolt-area s o

regain its spirit and quality of Ilfe.
We must acknowledge and act on’
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Keep settiements
open to public

LYNN ORR, reparier and editor

here trom 1976 to 1981, was a tena-
clous fircbrand who constantly In-
spired her older and taller col-
teagues.

She covered a case where Ms
Teacher, passed.over for promo-
tlon, sued a Redford school district
for gender bias: Embarrassed, the
board settled out of court for a sum
- on conditlon that Ms. Teacher
not reveal the amount.

+Orr thought ‘— correctly — that
the amount: should be public be-
cauée the school distrlet (a) squan-
dered human talent and {b) paid for
it with tax dollars.

Byt the sly devils on the school

- board never wrote a check directly

to Ms. Teacher. They lumped her

good and welfare of the entire met- .
ropolltan area rests on'safe streets

and “the . quality: of . schools, recre-
atlon, -roads and lranspamllnn,
goods and services.

When the recession Is over and lhn

snawflakes settle, I don't want us to,

have melled away.

. Judith Doner. Beme is ossistant ’

managing editor for the Gakland

County editions of the Observer & -

Fcccnl ric Newspapers.

Homeless, poor are with us still

WILL YOU SLEEP tonight in a -

“safe, warm bed? More than 56,000 of
your nelghbors in greater Detroit
* won't along with millions of.other
. Americans.
There’s an old saying that the peor
* are always with us. I remember as a
small boy In Detroit before Warld
War 11 sceing homicless men heat
targe stoncs in a fire to take into
{limsy winter huts they had set up
near. the railroad tracks at 16th
Street and Stanley. They wrapped
the stones in rags and slept against
. them on the dirt flnor,
Some entreprencurial’ lads T knew
100k stones from the fire and sold
- them to the bedraggled strectwatke
ers over on 12th Street, who stood on
them to llnw their freezing feet.

. . THAT SAYING abou( the poor.is
indecd truer than ever todag. A
woman'1 know who worked hard all
her life is laid off now and Kving in
an abandoned home she heats with
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“on uphalstéred furnitire

kerosene. 'The house next door was
Lorched after. its drug.dealing occu-
pant got his head blawnoff, -

Anather.woman unemployable be-
cause of a spinal injury can't huy
medicine and was evicted due to the
state Legislature’s general assist-
ance cuts.

Thousands of young mothers in
Detroit alone are selling their bodies
this winter to pay rent and feed thelr
babies, and others will freeze 1o
death or e poisoned by fumes or dic
in house fires caused by makeshifi
heating.

More and more of the middle class
who aren'l yet ofticially poor are In
danger of ‘becoming so duc to the

“greed, blas and criminal negligence

of people we've elected to govern us.

LAST -MONTII the Garden City
Observer encouraged readers to call
iy 1all if they wanted to submit
names of familics needing assistance
from the Goodfellows who, along

E XPRESSIONS

Sarings 1o Celobrate!

Neay Ml.. T

amnlcomtart ol tine lt[!hu(\ll ‘ted Pt

v,

with many wonderful private organ-
izations like them, have tried to fill

_the growing benevolence gap within

publie burcaucracies.

But we should also be encouraglng
people to call-city halls and state
halls and federal halls across the
width and breadth of this natlon to
express rightcous rage at what has
happened to our economy. Then we

“must rise up en masse and vote out

their occupants if they continue to
underfund education_and overfurd
the military,

1 WISH ALL of the homeless peo-

senperience the quality

tusnitona

pte in meiro Dclmil would take over
the thousands of vacant public units
and abandoned housed “which are
stlll burcaucratically barred. to
them. Municlpal officials should rec-
ognize homeless “cliizens’ human
rlghtsto do this. -

We should also plan to prm ide ad-
dulnnnl affordable housing — not

only. in core city nrcas. but in suIr‘

urbs:

“;l)bt its time for a unxmimous
civil acclamation thal our .elected
politicians be denled access to safe,
warm beds untll they activate the so-
cial machlnery to guarantce every
Awmerican that same essenttal right.

Telford, a Rochester Hills
S most - recently was as-
sistant superintendent in the Ro-

chester Schoot District. He previ- .

ously was exccutive director Jor

secondary education in-the Plym-

icth Canton district.

.In the ‘fees they pald
their lawyer, and the l:urycr paid
off Ms. Teacher.

TWO JACKSON Coumy prison-

_ers, beaten In their cells by other

prisoners, " charged jailors were

*negligent. One asked damages of
$50,000 to $100, 000. the nlhcr six
.. won o jury verdict. A gag order.

figures, .
The county paid up but dcmand

ed an agreement that neither side !

reyedl the amount, covcrlng up of-
ficial incptitude.

blistered the county and orlned the
deal may have been lllegal because
no. law allows such confidentlal
agrocmen

Enter state Rep. Michacl Grlllin
D-Jackson.
says: "An agreement to setile a
claim‘or Jawsuit against this state
of a local unit of government that

prohiblts. disclosure of -the agree- -
ment or any ‘terms of the agree-,

ment is :ugums\ public policy and Is
vold,”

Strong v-ords 1t's now before the '

House Judiclary Cn mmittee. *

l WOULD GO a slcp further and
ban secret setilements by publicly
traded corporations, too.

‘That would e fine with Stanford
C. Stoddard,
{inancier. who was’offered a seitle-
ment In five suits against Michigan
National Corp. In return for a gag
order.,

Nuts, sald Stoddard,  Good for

"him. Stock In Michigan National is

widely held.

Stoddard’s publicist noted that a
stockholder has filed suit in US.
District Court against Michigan

His Housc BIIl 5438

the Birmingham
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National for its ‘failure to notily
sharcholders about extensive litl
gatlon and the potential large lia-
bility {$57 miflicn) to the corpora-
tion and fts directors.”

CORPOKATE SECRECY over
suits ln public courts has been
growlng since 1986, according to
Texas attorney Bob Gibbins, presi-
dent of the Assoclation of Trial
Lawyers of America,

Gibblns’ article, “Scerecy versus
Safety,” appeared In December’s
ABA Journal. ‘He cites federat
court gag orders that did specific
damage to the public interest: *

@ Stern v. Dow Cornlng — a
breast .implant- case where Stern

“prohibited plantltf’s attorneys
and expert witnesses. from telllng
government regulators or anyone

. else what the discovery documents
The - Jackson Citlzen-Patriot -

showed about safety tests.” Even a
medical school professor  was
Bagged.

® Grundberg v. Upjohn Co, — 2

‘Halclon case. -Plaintiff had killed

her mother while under the Influ.
cence'of the ‘sleeplng medication.
The gag order “leaves an unknown
number -of “patients and doctors
»\undcrlng what caused slde el-
fects,

. DJ\'is V. McNellab Inc. — “A
scientist who herself suffered a po-
tentially fatal atlergle reaction toa
painkilier ‘= later withdrawn from

" the market ~ discovers that other

victims werc - similarly affecied
scveral ycars. c:ulivr but were
sworn to secrecy.” The gag orders
“even prohibited discussion of ad-
verse reactions In scientific Jour-
nals.”

Gibbins said "~ Texas, Florida,
North-Carolina and Oregon have
moved, cither by court rule or feg-

'~ islation, to limit gag orders.

Michigan should be a Ieader. And
thanks, Lynn Or, for the idea,
Tim Richard reports on the lo-

cal implications of state and re-
gioual events.
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LAST DAYS TO SAVE

Hurey into the Talbots store ‘nearest you for
the greatest savings on a special selection of fall and winter
clothing and accessories for misses and petites.

Quontities are hmited. Intermediate markdowns may have been token.
Shoet will remain at 50% off originol pricet where offered.
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Qur Twelve Ocks Molt store will keep reguloi hours.
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