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“Billy* gets a green
light from ABC

Connolly starts fresh in new series

’ ll& Suzanne Gill

" 'When “Head of the Class” needed

“a tor Howard 1
In its final seasen, producers

Michacl Ellas and Rich Eusils bired ©

. Scotsman Billy Connolly te mentor
the misfits of academe., .

At the time, Connolly was galning -

a national reputation as a funny but
foul-mouthed stand-up 41
- but fortunately. for Elias and Eustis,
- he was much mére — an- .-
experienced muslelan, writer and -

éomic actor wlih ciedits stretching

- -{from the Scotilsh Opera to the West,

. End. When “Class"” ended its run
last spring, the producers dismissed
their younger stars and hung on to
Connolly, - - .

And so “Blity” landed on cat feet
in the ABC Friday-night schedule
{wo weeks ago, marking the start of

- a pardlcularly strong-looklng spring
season for the network, With some -
fanlare but very litile hype, the

* series slipped enpretentiously into
1he schedule, .

1t Is the kind of serles that belies -
the desperate notion that therelsa -

+ “formula” for success in situatlon
‘comedy, The premise, aboul a

- ‘marrlage of convenlence betweena -

struggling single mom and a college

professor in ficed of a green card, is.
. conitived, unoriginal and even
;= Hllegat, None of that mattered (e its

. test audlences, nor docs i matter on

the home screen, - N
Everything about “Billy" looks

“broken In" and comfartable, The
cast looks at home on the set, the set
isn't a disiraction and the story lines
jump right into the middle of the

. tamlly's Ilfe, without self-consclous -

exposition. Add to this Connolly’s
occaslonal ad MIbs, and “Billy" has ..
an unforced spontancity that's truly
lifelike, : R
_““The qualities that are wrliten for
me in the show just suit me lovely,”
says Connolly in his natlve burr,
Though hls character, Bitly
MacGregar, Is technically mareled
to divorcee Mary Springer (daytime
drama veteran Marie Marshall), she
considers hini a boarder, Her'
children, a teenage boy (Johnny
Galeckl) and twa younger girls
{Clara Bryant and Natanya Ross),
accept him as a sort of black-sheep

“handlcs the p )y
- with David, Little kids are casier to

uncle. Connolly especially likes the .

‘give-and-iake between his character

and Galeckl's 14-year-old Davld. .
. “Ilike the way MacGregor

B Paged
downplays his experience at
parenting. .

“I'm not one of those guys you see
in comenercials fawning fatherly on
their children. But I'm a pretty good
tonsler from time to time; you
know, growling behind you up the
stairs and all that. . :

“I have a kind of Vietorian side,
{too), and | say, "Where are you
going? Where have you been?™”

. As{or the expletives, be's

‘managed 1o delete them from his
_television persona because, he says,

he accepts the “parameters” of the.

get along with, but you can't pull the
woo) over hls eyes at all, So that's a
bitt rcz!ly cnjoy.” :

" The head of an'off-sereen’

« houschold that Includes flve chlldren
_between 2 and 20, Connolly

et
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worid promlare movle on USA,

" White Miml Rogors slsaps, menocing Gary Busey keops o
walchful, evil eye onhar. Ho'a n Hiderin tha House, Wednosday'a

“In the last episode we did, there
was a big ad lib where I'm speaking

" toprople who want te be citlzens of

America, And when | came off, Rich
Eustis sald, ‘That was 16 minules

. and three seconds and you didn't
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Men. f you're about to turn 18.)t's
time to register with Selective Service
at any 1.5, Post Office.

It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.
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