Oakland

By Janice Brunson
statt writer

Are cltlzens gettlog thelr money’s
worth from the Oakland County pro-
secular?

In this era of tightened budgets, is
justice being served?

Such questlons-are valld, accord-
Ing 1o some Qakland County Judges
and dcfense attorneys, who -fear
courts are Increasingly burdencd
wilh nulsance cases that are over-
chacged by zeatous n-osecutors who
tefuse to plea bargain, even 'bn ine
stances where It is warranied.

Oakland County prosecutue Rich-
ard Thompson, who describes his off-
ice as among the toughest in the
state, says he and 89 assistants are
doing thelr Job as mandated by law

- and critics ate self-serving, pointing
* to jsolated Instances to prove their
point.

Conslder;

® After stealing & newspaper
trom a Birmlogham coln machine,

the defendant was tried before Oak-’

1and Cotnly Circult Judge Frederick
- - Zieon, who had carlicr relired from

the beneh it was acting as a visit-

|

‘To be able to serve the
people within the X
limited resources we
have, each side must
compromise. And to
brand a person with a
felony, in aninstance
that is isolated and
where there is no prior
record, lacks
compassion.!

— Crcwut Judge Hitda Gage

judges questién pros

I

.

Yfea bargaining would
E a lot easier, but it
nuldn 't do the job for
ie citizens. My Job Is
ot to make the .
|diciary's job easier.

i\ __ Prosecutor Richard
Thompson

ing Judge 10 case congested couft
dockets. .

& A Nomeo man, Involved in an
acrlinonious divorce, was brought e
trial on charges of felonlous caves-
dropping . after installing a video
camera above the bed In his ex-
wife's bedroom.

® Following a foue-day trial kn

Qakland County Probate Court,” in
which four teens were charged with
tioting and  carrying  dangerous
weagons with unlawful intent, a jury
deliberated only ininutes hefore ac-
yuitting all fuur
At dssue, Judges :md atlorneys

agree, is nat'criminiad accountability.
W is overchiarging or filing chnrgrs

‘.Thompson defends tough stance

By Janice Arason
staff'writar

Just Jouh south (e Petrolt, said

Okland. County prose niar Richard

+ Thompaan a4 his tough stance on
crimet akes sense,

“My pnal 1o ds to enforee the law
2da clear messape. People
Tlate “the law o Qakland
v will pay for their crimes.
will be held accountable by the
. Otherwise, yon Im.»mnlrul
uf the streets.”

Thoinpson: supporis his* position
wilh certain statistie s

[

“We have a 493 to 95 percent con-
viction rate. More people plead
puilty as charged than in aay other

county .in the state, We conclude -

more crlmln:-] action than any ollwr.
count

His role, he sald, “is 1o enfarce the
law. I 4o nol have a pocket veto for
Jaws I might feel are unreasonable
ar don't agree with"

In defense of allegations that ml-
nor crimes are overcharged, Thomp-
son maintains “every step of cvery
action Is reviewed™ prior to a case
reaching circuit court.

“There are preliminary exams.

CALL R SNOW-! WATCH HOTLINE FOR UP-TO-DATE SKI CONDIFIONS!

*(3)3) 626-2626%

Don Fhomas

All Sklwecr-

Men's » Women's ¢ Children s

Now 20%0-35% o
All Ski Equipment On Sale

Skis » BOOIS « Binctings » Poles

- The Skiing’s Greaf...
And So Are The Savings!

Bisteret court judges coull dismiiss
at feved, 16 not, it should be jndi-
ot there is sufficient evidence to

nmx-\n pless bargain-

gives defendants un;

d re-victinizes vic-
tins 6 coutt, discourages police of-
ficers and vauses citizens to Joose
Lol in goveenment'’s abildy
1o protect them.™

“Ples bargaming would be 2 lot
easies, hut 1t wouldn't do the joh for.
the citizens. My job is nol to nnkl'
lllt jul|l(kkr) s,uh
I not apol
ough uilie
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o serlous than are warranted by
herime, apd’ falling to consider
pt bargaining as a viable allerna-
tisto costly trials by Judge or jury
insystem already threatened with
oyload. .

‘WE ARE ALL part of the same
sy:m," sald Oakland Circult Judge
Ha' Gage, who feels’ she ‘spends
ijdinate amuunts of time on nui-

sge cases stemming from “bad -

cbks, shoplifting or, as In a trial

ta year, failure 1o return rented .

piwrty.

‘hey. are cases, Gage malnuﬂns
ishich charges could be justiflably
ruced. from felony. retail fraud
o, it filed in Wayne or Washtenaw
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Since assuming- office ln 1988,
Thompson has boasted a tough,
stance against plea bargalning. Of
20,000 charges brought annually,
tess than" 10 percent are p(en bar-
gained, he sald,

Compromlse, Gage responds. “Our
problem (in ‘circult coust) is volume,
To be able to serve the people within
1hé limited resources we have, cach
side must compromise.'And to brand
a person with a felony; In an instance
that Is Isolated and where there Ls no
prior record, Jacks compassion.”

Circult judges in Oakland County

- have among the highest case dockels -

In the state, consldering more erimi-
nal cases that judges in Wayne Coun-
ty's Recorder Court, according to

ecutor’s aims

ously be made easler. I think they
might be handled another way.” |

LAST YEAR, 16 judges on the

" Qakland circuit bench were assigned

“an’ estimated 32,000 ‘cases or some
1,950 cach. Of the tolal number,
nearly 8,000 were criminal cases,
with 439 going to trial. The Oakland
County Commission has approved
iwo additiona) judgeships, but no re-
lief s in sight before January 1993,
If ther.

Kuhn was originally assigned the
stolen newspaper case but, to case
his crowded docket, reasslgned it
and two additlonal cases to a vislting
Judge, Zlem. There were no funds for
visiting judges last year and may

well not be thls year, Kuhn said.

Former Qakland County prosecu-
tor L Brocks Patterson sald the off-
ice refleets wishes of the cltlzency,
“They want a tough prosecutor” and
Thompson “has -probably taken
{toughness) "a step further™ "than
when Patterson was prosecutor,

1 sce the office a tad tougher lo
negotiate with,” he sald: Patterson is
now In private pracilce and provided
defense during the eavesdropping
irial last November. The defendant
was found not gullty.

“Aty cllent was not overcharged. I
thought the charge was réasonable,
{f he was to be charged. It was the
only chaege that could be applied.
But. the evidence did not warrant

any charge, as shown by the ver-

dict," Patterson sald,
Assistant prosccutor Gregory

cnlles, likely would be.
Understand, what we're talklng
aul is cases, that if plea bargalned
&n, wouldn't make any diffecence
he sentence,” she said.

‘Kuhn,

Chlet Judge Richard Kuhn of Oak-
land County Circuit Court, . - .
refusing’ to ‘comment . on
allegations of overcharging, ‘reluce
tantly suggested “things could obvi-

. Townsend dclends the charge, 1
would gladly prosecute that case
again. The way I look at it, when you
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING
FOR YOUR HOME ey

A_re you dreaming of a‘new'
patio? Perhaps you want "the latest
n air conditioning or heating? .
Maybe you're toying with the idea
of new fumishings.

‘Spring is the lime we shake off

a project that involves something
new and different for lhc placc we

i calt “home.”

The more advenlurous among
us tackie the changes themselves.
Those with fewer power tools or
who haven't unlocked the
mysterles of interior decorating,
will hire an expenrt.

If you're looking for & lot of

winter, took around and decide on

* check out the annual Intemational

Fumlture Show March 14.22,

- Southeastem Michlgan that'll be

experts. .and an ‘equal number of
ideas undet one roof, you'll. want to

Builders Home Flower and

In fact, you can preview the
show on 'l'hursday, March 12,
without ever leaving your easy
chalr because we'fe printing a
special section [n canjunction with
the Builders Assoclation of

totally devoted to the show:

Filled with exclllng Ideas for Just
about anything you'd llke to do to
your home, you'll just have to
spend some time with this section!
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