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- to hawk talents, 4B
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- FOCUS |

0 WHERE ls Farmington's
founder, anyway? Helplo-
-cate that gentleman and

To celebrate the annlversary,
downtown Farmington busincsses
will participate in a “Find Farm-
tngton's Founder* contest Feb. 17

. | ty. an agency of the city of Farm-
-{ington which attempts to maln-
tain a vigorous downtown distriet
while maintaialng a small com-
rounlty atmosphere, ., .. .,
- For ‘more Information on the
contest, call the DDA at 473-7276,

ARREN RINGOLD

and Monlca Wil-

. ams have that

o Tucky touch — and

they're lovingly touchlng their
new cars as a result. -

Both plckéd up new cars won in
recent -drawings at different
Farmington-area dealerships.

Ringold, a physician and father,
of slx from Farmington, won his
1992 Bulck Skylark as Blll Cook -
Automotive Group of Farmingion
Hills celebrated Its 12th analver-
sary with the giveaway.

Ringold walked into the Bill
Cook showroom one recent Satur-
day and matched his sweepatakes
* | number to the one dlsplayed. “1
thought I was golng to falnt when
1 saw my number. matched,” he
sad. - ¢

malled to 15,000 Detrolt-area res-
Idents as part of the sales event,

Wilidms, a. Detrolt resident,”
won her car — a Suzukl Swlft —
at o drawlng at the recent Inter-
natlonal Auto Show, She picked it
up at the Bob Saks agency in
Farmington Hills. '

“I've mever BCCn aNyone so £x-
clted,” sald Tex Dikllask, sales
manager. .

EMORY -LANE —
“From the ‘Feb. 14,.
;1952 Farmington En-
)~ terprise:
® A record lurnout was ex-
peeted for the Feb. 18, 1852, elec-
ton which would establlsh zoning
codes for Farminglon Township.
‘| Polling places were [n the Town-
shlp Hall.and the Odd Fellows
Hall.
® A fite at o business owned
by, Tony Carnevale caused about
$300 damage, according-to Flre
Chief Leo Hendryx. .
& More than $3,500 was col-

slon to Walled Lake In tho Inter,

may be mailed. to the Farm.:

chej):'taku numbers  were ! '

Manday, February 10, 1992

Farminglon, Michigan

* project.

Family- .
' tfrees

Students ' in
grade clasgses at Larkahlre
Elementary recently studied -
their. famlly trees,. which
-helped them galn cultural

threo flfth-

undorstanding. At -left s
Nicky Duka}, who pastes his

“tamily tree onto.tho class-

room wall. Above is Olga
Frankstein, who was born in

. Rusaia, and holds up a gar-

mont to show tho .class.

" Teschors Karla: Walkloy,..|

Norma -McAipine. and Pat
Wostin  orpanized . the

what’s inside

Pollco, firacafls . . . .6A
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Filty Cents

Cities pinched

by tax freeze,

down economy

By Joanno Mallaxawski
stal! writer

“The citics of Farmington and
Farmington Hills are sharpenlng
thelr budget penciis In light of 2
down-turncd cconomy and this
year's statewide property tax assess-
ment frecze.

Farmingten City Manager Robert
Deadman — who like Costick is al-
ready talking and preparing budgets
for 199293 — would

roll In current values and we'll see
less of an increase In new values,”

. Costick sald.

Consider that In the past three
years, valuc of new construction in-
creased $100-$110 million. This year,
new construction has Inceeased only .
$30 million, said Farmington Hills
finance director Charles Rosch.

you'll be helping the com-, “We are all In store for a chal- The cconomic slowdown also has
munity celebrate its 1251h anal- lenge.” Farminglon fills City Mana- . helped reduce revenues from build-
versary as a village. . ger Willlam Costick said. Ing permits and engincering fees.

Tn 1988-89, Farmington Hills
received $1.7 million from building
permits. 1n the current 1991-92

through March 17, Particlpating agree. .
usineses wil bave o “portrall” H Those are fust tough ‘These are just tough
on display. A oOWer, lmes,” he said. “Gov- H
member of thofounding mmlﬁlléhc e eeubecs ot times. Gover:rment
ne grand-prize winner w fluctuate up and down i ' .

seleeied In a random drawlng of H:‘. a cum:;,y with serv:;es can’t .
contest entries on March'18. De- sales as a product.” fluctuate up and down
clslon of the judges is final, The Despite the expected . Lt N
vgnncrl wll‘: 1{.“""5 and 1:: financial crunch, both like a company with
"downtown dollars"-to be used af Deadman and Costick .
participating busiesses through say they area't looking sales as a product.’

une 30. . N atincreasing tax rates - —_ y

The event is sponsared by the to offsct the effects of Rgberf Deadman
Downtown Development Authori- the assessment frecze ot Farmtngtqn manager

the Jagging economy.
A primary cliect on the cities’
budgets is the current onc-year.prop-
erty tax assessment freeze, which
{recres 1992 nssexsments at theie-
1991 levels unless specitically ex-
cmpted. .
Increased property values — on

existing property and new construc. .

tion ~~ are something cities rely on
financially.

“WE'VE RELIED on a 5-6 percent
increase each year on the tax rolls.
it’s helped us respond ta inflation,
and helped us meet the needs trom

. growth,” Costick said.

This year is another story. "With
the assessment freeze and the slow-

-down n new construction we're not

going to secan increase on the tax

budget, $800,000 In revenues from
permits are projected. “We're not

- going 10 hit It,” Rosch said,

Farmington faces the same pic-
ture, “The frecze will affect us pret.
1y dramatically, Our SEV {state equ-
alized value) will be status quo. I'm
projecting we won't et any new
construction revenue. If at all, we
may have something relatively
small, like a house or two,” Dead-
man said. :

TILE BOTTOM line for bath cities
is that revente will drop, despite
continulng cost increases, The aver:

- age 3-percent increase Farmington

Hills receives on the value of exist-

Ploase turn 10 Paga 2

‘School ‘aid' cuts .

fought by parents.

By Cosoy Hans
sta!l welter

A regional parent group is Teading
a grass roots push to keep the state

from taking more money from

wealthy local school districts. State
ofticials are discussing even gredicr

cuts.

The Coalition of.. Michlgan Par-
ents, which has an active Farming-
ton-arca contingent, has started a
letier-writing campalgn urging state
legislators to [lft a recently imposed
cap un how.much they will pay In
cemployer Social Security taxes.

The cap is cxpected to cost the
Farmington district $200,000 this
year and possibly more In the future,
school afficlals said.

“We want ta stap it {cuts) altegeth-

“}. er,” sald Farmington ilills parent .

Jan Bennett, who s working with lo-
cal parents Debble Lukasiak and
Kerry Kelly and a number of region-
al parents to halt current Soclal Se-

- ‘curity cuts, which they belleve ls a

foot in the doar for even more cuts.

In the past, the COMP gronp spon-
sored petltion drives protesting state
aid cuts to out-of-formula school dls-
telets and Is stll} worklog on'a plan
to reform school “financing across
the state. That [ssue ls expected to
be addressed In more detail after the
November clectlon, when voters wilt
likely vote on several property tax
reduction proposals.

IN PAST YEARS, the state pald
employer Soclal Security taxcs. The
fear |s that state officials wlll dump

Please turn to Pago 10

Hills finally wins state OK

"My perspbetive was Lo obtain the pc'rmil; The door is

- lands along the boulevard. ‘Though it was cxpected the

fected In the' Farmington March Around Farmington . . 8A .

of Dimes campalgn. . . : Classifieds, . .. Secs. B-D Or ) 2 I e We I
® Speelal noon tuncheons were Index. . . . . B . ik

being served at 85 cents at the Auto . . . . 3 . ) . : - -

Grand- View Bar, 34505 Grand: ‘Realestate . . . ] Er By Josnne Mallezowski - . Recelpt of the., peemit ‘mcans that the Peltz-MDOT

River, . - - B Employment . .Sec.C,D SWE HEART statfwilter . commlttee, working with Call, has some time to develop -
‘® New phonc numbers for the Crossword. . . . . . .68 SPECIAL - to rep the wetlands — all or part of

Farmington policq were 0038 and Entertalnmont 58 ly $2.00 per li A sigh of rellef could almost be heard Wednesday  the required replacement — on the parkland sauth of I-
3. " " Obltuarlos. . . . . . .BA only $2. per line when Farmington. Hills recelved lts long-awalted per- 696, westof Fariington Road. ° - = - i
@ Farmington High's baskel. On thengenda. . . . 12A Send that mit to {11l in wetlands along 12 Mile Road for the contin- .~ “They (DNR officials) indicated they would accept

ball teamn dropped a 5225 decl- g e uing boulevard construction project: d.

another plan for the mitigation,” Catlsaid.

LakesLeague, .. . Sports. .. .. . .Sec.B VA { E | open now,” sald Farmlngton Hills asslstant clty mana- WITHOUT THE replacement of wellands ‘along 12
S . Street Scong. . . ... . 4B LENTINE .LQVE u"'l 25: Dn.,m'c,ﬂL & R v ¥ Mile, the clty stood to lose a $3.8 million stato grant that
Items for Farmington Focus Travel . . . ...88 Call by Noon Tuesday! The permit allows the city to filln regulated wet. ~ WIIl help pay for the next estimated 37 million boule-

‘vard mile, Halsted to Haggerty, Call sajd.

ington Obseruer, 21898 Farm- CIRCULATION .591-0500 ®bgerver & Freentvic | ity would have to replace'n maximum 7.6 acres, the  The DNR permit also covers (illng In wetlands atong
ington” ‘Road, Farmington NEWS LINE . . ,477-5450 S TASSIFIES ADVERTISING |  permit allows the reptacement of only 5.1 acres. The  the third planned mile-stretch of boulevard, Drake to
43338, or-dropped off at 70"!" SPORTS LINE , .953-2138 _——591_-0ﬁ0—_ permit: does not speclfy where the wetlands must be Halsted, which is planned ia the future.

: Ploaso turn to Page 10

ncwspaper office; - replaced. Once the wetlands arce replneed, they will be

monllored for flve years, Call said,

' . ¢ . .



