‘Life Is Sweet’ provides 'unfofgettable slice of i

Andy has a penchant for beginning
projecta that he never finishes. Wen-
dy, his wife, possesses a perpetually
sunny disposition. One "of their

daughters Jooks like a boy and works ™

as a plumber. The other Jeaves the
house only when her cigareites run

ul

Like Wendy's infectlous laugh, the
quirky characters In "Lifc Is Sweet™
have a way. of being both annoying
and irresistible at the same time.
Mike Leigh's new fitm, which opens
at the Deteoil Film Theatre this
weekend, looks wilh humor and In-

Mondiy. Febroary 10, 1092 OLE
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sight into (heir everyday llves.

YOU BEGIN by laughing at the

he film opens colorfully with
Wendy (Alison Steadman} teachlog a
roomful of preschoolers’ simple
dance steps. The normal chlldsen
" cunlrast sharply with her own twin
daughters (played by Claire Skinner
and Jane Horrocks), nlghimare ver-

- John

Ly tickets please:

Monaghan

incredibly caustic daughter Nicola,
untll you reatlze the emotlonal prob-
letns she suffers from. She refuses to
share a-meal with the family, In-
stead. Inhaling .candy bars late at
night until she’s forced to throw up. -

Leigh, In classic British style, goes

slons of characters on the old "Patty »

Duke Show.” * it’s golng 1o sit there rusiing untl] the

Meanwhite, Andy (Jim Broadbent) cnd of eternity — or the police make
Icaves the house for 20 minutes and  him haul it away. N

relurns with a ramshackle food- What makes."Life Is Sweet” so

* vending tealler which he parks right  sdccissfub is the way director Leigh

in front of the house. You Just know  and his Lalenled cast keep the char-

SCREEN SCENE -

off the comie decp end once or twice
with famlly friecnd Aubrey. He's
played by Jowly character actor
* Timolhy Spall of “Gothle” and "The
Shellering Sky.™
Wihen the opening of Aubrey’s new
restayrant Hegret Rien is jeapor-

acters 0 real and intlmate, Part of
this has to do with the. physical
boundarics of the film: Even the
scenes outdoors are clausirophobic,
kscplng Its audience perpetually on
edge. .

dized by the Jack of a walt staff,
good-natured Wendy volunteers to
help. She consclentiously memorlzes
the meny, which includes such bouse

specialticse as chilled brains, pork
cyst and liver In lager,

. Although Aubrey serves as an bi-
zarre diversion, “Life Is Sweel™”
works best when focusing on the
main famlly unlt. .

As Wendy, Alison Steadman paints
an unjorgettable portralt of a wom-
an, once an asplring dancer, who

. carrics on despite considerable hard-

DETROIT FILM SOCIETY, De-. ~

troit Public Library, 5201 Woodward
Ave, ' Detroit. Call 833-4048. far In-
furmation..($4.individua); $25 serics
membershi -
Dauble featnre = “Klity Foyle™
(USA — 1940).and “Gentlemen Pre-
for Blondes™ (USA — 1953), starting
Feb. 14-15. Kicking off with
y." with Ginger Rogers in an
(hear-winning  performance’ as a
working gitl trying to make it in the

big cily. Marilyn Monroe and Jane

Russell have no ‘trouble maklog It

abuard ship in this classic Howard -

“Naked Lunch” (USA —-1992). Da-
vid ‘Cronenberg’s Hipped-out treat-
ment of the novel by William Bur-
roughs. Peter Weller stars as an ex-
terminator whose addiction to bug
powder sends him on'a one-way 1lck:

winning - performance as a .widow
whu, with her 13-year-old daughter,
esgapes war-torn Rome, eventually
finding solace in her natlve vhlage.”

recied Sophia Loren 10 her Oscar-

" venerable. story aboul’a man who

children and senlor citlzens) Fredric March and Charles Laugh-
“Les Miserables,” Feb. 12-16 (call  -ton -

for  show times), Viclor Hugo's “Pation” (USA — 1970), Feb. 12

15 {cal! for show times). George C.

Scott won (and refused) an Osear for |

teies 1o bury hls unfortunate past
his perfurmance as the cccentrle,

scrcens [n one of its many {lim ver-

ships. She is irritated by her hus-
band's follles, but also recognizes
him as someone who sti) carries on
dreams -~ no matter how misguided
—.and doesn't give up.

"Life Is Sweet” ultimately de-
livers a life-affirming message, ¢s-
pecially In its appropriately open-
ended conclusion. Qbviously not your

et {0 a drug-lnspired fantasy."

STATE -WAYNE 'THEATER,

stons, Call to find out exactly which’

teinperamental

and controversial  usual comedy, it offers the most in-

110" Michigan Ave. West. Wayne.

. “Alan and Naomi™ (USA — 1991)-
Call 326.4600 for showtimes. (32, $1

Lukas Haas and Vanessa Zaoui star
‘In this tribute to lost innocence,’

one and keep your fingers crossed
that its the 1935 incarnation with

about ‘a boy's fricndship with:a
young refugee from Hitler's Europe.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E.
Liberty, Ann ‘Acbor, ‘Call 668. 8357
for (85 $4.25 students

awks'  comedy.
some Technicolor musical pumbers,
including “Diamonds Are a Girl's
Te<t Friend B

DETROIT FILM THEATRE,; De-

fruit Institute of ‘Arts, 5200 Wood.

warnd Ave . Detroll. Call 832-273¢ for
nformation. (§: .

“ Life 1s Sweet” (Britaln = 1991),7
and 930 pm, Feb. 14-15 and 4 and 7
pm. Feh 16 Mike Leigh's winnlng

comelly centers” on a2 middle-class®

British famlly who. keep thelr sense
of humor durlag a’trying couple of
manths RN

NENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 16301
Bearborn. Call 943-2037 for informa-
tinn. (Free)

“frief  Encounter™ - (Britain
-1915), 7 pm. Feb. 10. David Lean dI-
rected this classic romantle- story
about a marricd doctor and 2 mar-

ried woman whose casuat meetings

intensify with cach encounter: Based

ovn a Nuel Coward play and starrlog

“ Ttevur Howard and Celia Jahnson,

U MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE,
229t8 Woodward ' Ave.. Ferndale,

-Gl 544 3030 for information. ($3; §2 -

atudent< and senor citizens) -
M

Feb 10:11. Woedy Allen’s love letter
to New York and tnodern couriship
- lwks betier every year thanks In

part 1o its George Gershwln score:

and stunning black-and-white cltys-
vapes  Wilh. Diane. Keaton, Marlel
Hemingway and Meryl Streep as the
varinus gitlfriends and wives. - |
"D Strangelove™ (Britain —
§954), 8 pm. Feb. 12, Peter Sellers

appears in_multiple . roles In this ’

mast famous of alt'Cold War come-
dies -He plays the T'resident of the
'nited Stales, a British caplaln and
the crazed German, scientist Dr.
Strangeluve, Continting a tribute to
- drector Stanley Kudrick, :
*Stop  Making Sense” (USA —
1981, 9 and 11°30 pm. Feb. 14-15.
Rock peoup Talking Heads captured

five in an inspired black-and-white *
cancert film by Junathan Demme *

( Stlence of the Lambs™)

MAPLE THEATRE, 4135 W,

Maple. floarafield. Call 855-900 for .-

show limes (36, $2 93 twillght)

IN CONCERT
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uon SV W Crons, Ypstant)
AN S50 .

@ The Hannibale

Itk s Cafe, bt Church, Ann Arbor.
9wt 747
® WCBN-FM

Southgatng Zak, Tracy Science and iR
Pave Uieaconics wilk peeform i a bene-
fit WCBN-FM at Blind Pig, 208 S. Finst,
Anon Arbor.
YU5.KS53
® Myslic Manlfesl

The Miami, 3930 Caay, Detroit
K14-I830
® Flyin’ Saucers

With Cow Slinging at Lili's 21, 2910
Jacoh, Mamtrarnck
K75.6588
® Love Ball VI North Cesa
Communily Winler Fi

With See Dick Run, Mope Orchestra
and The Opaque perfoctning. at North
Caxs Community Winter Falr at Alvin's,
5756 Cass Ave , across from Wayne State
Univeesity, Detroit
K32-2358
@ John Garks

“The Ark, 637% Maln, Ann Arbor. Tick-
etsare $107% -
621480 .
® Howlin' Disblos

Sully's, 4758 Greenlicld, between Mich-
Igan Avenue and Ford Itoad, Deacborn.
£46-1020
# Blasphomous
iondie’s, 21139 W, Seven Mile Road,
Delrolt.
5358108
® Granfslloon

Wilh Yope Orchesira and Trust Fund
at Paycheck's, 2932 Canifl, lHamtramek.
H72-89M
® Norman Connors and The
Slarehip Qrchoatra

flaker’s Keyboard Lounge, 20810
Livernais, Detrait, i
864-1200

Michigan’ Ave.,:

tanhattan™ (USA - 1975), 8 p.m. -

- and senlor citizens) - o
“High {leels" (Spain - 1991), 9
pmn, Feb.13-12, T:15 pm. Frb. 13, .
930 pm. Feb. 14 and 9:15 p.m. Feb,
16. One 6f modern clpema's most ir-
reverent obscrvers of contemporay.
suclal life, Spanish tilmmaker Pedro
Almodovar (*Woman on the Vergeof
. a-Nervous Breakdown,” “Tie Me Up,+
Tie’ Me Down”) takes a look at the !
melodramatic genre of the lost par- %
ent when aglng pop star. Becky Del '
Paramo returns to Madrid lo.per-
form and in passing to resolve her- '|-
.relationship with the daughter. she
abandons 15 years carlier [n favor of

her career. . R
“Two Women" (Italy — '1860), 7
p-m. Feb, 11-12, Vittario De i

even weckend during Tebtuaty

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT AR5 At

t Hughway, South

7 February is Valentine’s Month
" From 54900 .

AL the honthfield Martiont, we're ‘celebrating Valentine:s Day”

for S1 00, Two For Dreshlast package for 6% 00 or 4" spe-
<l Breakfast Danner wnd Chamy
Wa'll provide - esenything you nee
weekend. Su call the Southfield Ma
s shaw vou huw sweet vue Vatentine's package con be

soutrrelo ANATTIOTT.

Choose a Deluxe Guest Room

pgne package . for SE9.00.
for a relaing. sumantic
iott for iesenvations. Let

il, Atichigan 3BOIS (11D

_—

Dad took me to Quklund Mall foday to get a present tor Heather, She
ndes on my bus [here wus a piano playing this mushy music, but § found
aneat locket, and dad fet me put money in the "Quaners for Kids” heart

for Children's Hospital of Michigan. ( gave her the locket with a picture

of me inside. | hope she doesnt 1hink it's gross, or anything..

1AMILE ot )1-75

Volel Poiking Available o Main Entrance

stuff.

The New Ooklond Matl. Real tashion. For real ite

OAKLAND MALL

Hudwns ICPenney. Sears oned over 130 greal stores and serices
Pours Moen St 100m -9 pm . Sun Hoon - &pm
RO Carlicotes Avatabie al information Booth

sighttul slice of life you'lt see on-
screen this year.

World War 11 gencral. .
— John Monaghan

. CELEBRATE
Talentines Day
§:/z// . “V V"Y‘.
. L€ w pame Rib Dinner for two ‘» )
ﬁb In the Cache Aestaurant

}. ¥ Splil of Champagno with Dinner

(. ¥ Oveaught Accommodations.
i’\, ¥ Droakfast for Two in

the Cache Restaurant

v A SWEET SURPRISE ¥ Overnight Accommodalions. iy

+ Breaktast for Two in .
the Cache Restauranl * gy
¥ A SWEET SURPRISE ~ = ~{!t

A« 6o

Avallable Feb 14 and §5-Only

)
t‘, RAMADA HOTEL SOUTHEIELD .

28225 Telegraph Road - Soulhtiold, M) 38033
(313) 355-2929

A e A L R T s
‘ " The
- Excalibur Restaurant
Celebrates its

14th Anitiversary

‘I T, prombo AMaskan King Crab Legs
) Soup :

Az

Salad .
* Redskin Potatoes |

$14.00

Monday there Tlhursday

C Emtertainment & Dancing
o
Nougeante”

8875 Lednlin R
112 Mide & Noeth

To Fall In Love

Our Valentine's Day
"Romantic Getaway"

er Person
Based on Double
Occupancy.

Laveisintheair. It flourishes under the right conditions, s
celebrate Valentine's Day with a "Romantic Getaway® at the
Sheraton Southficld Hotel. To start off with a Welcome botle
of “Butibly” champagne, an especially designed dinner for two
in Seasons Cafe, a cooked to order Valentine Breakfast deliv.
ered to your room, Cupid's special amenity furndown service
and a late check-out of 4:00 i, the following day.

For Rescrvations, call (313)'559-6500

* Hasod on avadabality. Pachage pand o Febnuary 14,15, 16§92 Vakmtine's Day,
‘ e inchik ux hatics and

y package p
pecial amerities Second might It 49,00 er room et coupe. Pis s & gratusy,




