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Soap writer creates
‘Bold’ characters -
© T By Candncc Havens :
Will Nikki and Victor marry again?
Will Jill ever convinee Juhnto give her
*-another chance? Is Faith going to cause -

, . big problems for Ridge? There's onc |

man who knows the answens to these
questions and much, much mote. He's
William -1, .Bell, ‘executive producer
and head writerof the highly rated CIIS
series The Young and the Restless and

. The Bold and the Beautiful. |
Bell, one of the most sespected men
in daytime television, isn’t afraid of
controversy, He's 1ackled tough and
" sometimes taboo subjécts such as
AIDS, date rape, incest and crack-
addicled babies. Whilc he listens 10 his
di he has his own ideas abaut

what's going to happen on his shows,
“Very ofien the people who write (n.
will 1end to react negatively to what
doing,” Bell says, “What you
have 10 do’is follow your
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Tho answer to the Crossword Quiz is lound within the answers in

the puzzle. To tind the

aslerisks within lhe puzzle. -
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own judgment, That is what ['ve done
since | first stancd wriling. I'm not
going1o dowhatsomcone else suggests, .
I'm going to da what [ believe in, [fI'm
© wrong. then [' won't stay in the
_business. I I'm right, 1'll save myselfa

. tot of money in psychiatric bills.™
The formula seems to have worked
. for Bell, as he has written over 10,000
episodes of daytime drama since 1957,

*+ He began -his carcer writing for The

". Guiding Light with the greal Irna
Phillips. (The pair also co-created
Anather World.) Bell has served up
stories for As the World Turns and
Days of Our Lives, pulling both soaps
up from the bottom of the Nicliens.
Not ane 10 rest on hislaurels, Bell went -
on to co-creale The Young and the .
Restlessand  The Bold and  the
Besutiful with his wife, Lee’ Phitlip
Belt, . .

The strength of his stories, as. Bell
caplains, comes from well-developed
h £s. “You wani ch s that
the audience can. relaie 1o, in_ some
cases be furious with and at the very
leastbe interesied in, Butin most every

N| - case, you want some sirong cmational
fase, !

b,

veen the ¢ and
your character. Then you need good
slories 10 support them,”™ says Bell, He
must be right, for Yi¢R and &8 stay
in the No, | 'and No. 5 five spotson a

.’ cansistent basis~ :

. Send your questlons and comments to
Candace 1invens, /o Saap Talk, P. O.
Box 961009, Fort Worth, Texas
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