Carelessness undermines area recycling efforts

By Pat Murphy
stall wilter

thority of Southwest Qakland Coun-
ty.
. HRRASOC has ecight member

Careless or Ineffective sep
ls causing problems and undermla-
ing recycling efforts, -

In southeast Oakland County, n
load of glass was rejected for recy-
cling. because contaners were not
separated as required, according to
Themas G, Walicen, general manager

* of the Southeastern Oakiaml County
Resource. Recavery Authorlty (SO
. CRRA). .

SOCHRA_ has 11 member .com-

munities, . Including  Birmlngham,
- Troy and Lathrup Village.

. In sauthwest-Oakland, as much as
50 percent of the materials deposit-
od at drop olf centers were pul in
1landfills .— rather than recycled —

because plastics and other materials

were not sorted correctly, 2uld eno-
ra K. Jadun, general manager of the
Resourcé Recovery & Recycling Au-

Farmington,
Farmington Hilts, Southfleld -and
Nowi, .

The problem, according to Watlen
and, Jadun, Is that people are not
careful cnough when separating the
glass, tins; papers, plastics and other
materials In the waste siream.

“1 TINNK [T°S a matter of educa-
tion," sald Walien. “We have to
spend more effort informing people
about what fnust be donc. But there
arc other prablems as well.”

Glass is a case in polnt, Waffen

sald. “Clear glass containers are put

together," he said. "But some bottles .

— like. light green wine boitles —
might appear to be clear. But they're
not.”, A

Jadun agrees the major problems
appears 16 be educatlon, But she said

quick, declslve actlon |3 needed.

“We're deleating the whole purpose

of recycling,” she sald,
Using plastics as an example, Ja-
dun notes that RRRASOC can handle

grades cne and Lwo — Polyethylene,

Tercphthalate and High Density Po-
Iyethylene, respectively. *We can re-
cycle beverage bottles, milk jugs
and detergent containers,” she sald,
“But we can't handie (grades 3 to 7)
cooking oil bottles, food wrappers,
shampoo battles or egg cartons.”
Successful recycling depends on

gelting  homogencous malcrln!s_'_'

(plasilcs, paper, glass.or fnewspa-
pers) proccased for reuse, Jadun

sald, .
“1f the'sorting Isn't done carefully,
-there's contamination — egg cartons
tnixed with milk cartons'~ and the
materlal ean't be reused. Magazines
can’t be-mixed with newspapers and
window glass can't-be mixed with
food contalnera.™ - :
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As much-as 50 percent of the ma-
terials dropped off a1 recycling cen-
ters were contaminated In this fash-
ion.and subsequently deemed unus-
able, she 3ald, “We had 1o put it into
landfllls.”

Walfen and Jadun said the rutes of
sorting apply for all recycling, re-
gardless of whether the trash s
picked up at the curb or dropped off
at cenlers.

But the problem of contamination
— Ineftectlve sorilng — seems more
prevalent at drop off centers. Nei-
ther Waffen nor Jadun speculated on
1he reason .
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THE CITY MANAGER of Bir-
mingham, however, sald part of the
problem may be people who live out-
slde communitics that have aggres-
sive recycling programs and the edu-
cational program nceded to make
the effective.

“Qur drop off centers are une
manned," sald Thomas Markus. “We
rely on the people. But we get all
kinds of matceials we're not
equipped to handle . . . we've even
had street signs from other cliles.”

While the scope and dimension of
the problem have oot been deflned,
Waffen and Jadun said contamina-
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tion may be Intrlnsic to widespread:
reeycling. <
“At first, very few people recycled
their waste,” sald Jadun. “And they
were carelul about soring. But now,
as more people get Into recycling,
they may not be as well informed
They say not be as careful.”
Careless sorting can be remedicd,
Jadun sald. But'the problem indi-
cates the difficulty communltles will
likely cncounter before reaching
* their announced goal af recycling 50
percent of the estimated 400 tons of
municlpal ‘trash generated daily in
©Oukland County. o
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