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F YOU WANT to see how our Constitution
works, don't look in the courtroom of De-
trolt Recardet’s Caurt Judge Vera Masscy

and maybe a little scared.

1t was in, Massey Janes’ court Jast wecek that
the legal process went haywire, having been
short-circuited deliberately "by this” heretofore
_respected judge. :

Massey Jones s presiding over the trial of De-
troiter . Cassandra Rutherford, who -is- charged
with assault In the beating of Joanne Was of
Farmingten Hills during the Freedom Festlval
fireworks display in June 199 .

Of course, most people know that this trial Is

ple assault case will be made. Slmitiar cases are
being heard in courtrooms across melropolitan
Detroit without much attentlon being pald by the
public, . .

! But beeause of the principals in the Rutherford
trial — or, more significantly, where they llve
and the different shade of their skins —'this trial
has drawn press attenlior: on a large scale, and
e public is reading and walching. |

THE TRIAL is the sluff of which sensational
journalism is made, It shapes up as a crumbling,
lawless city versus the comparatively affluent
and safe suburbs. S e .

And with the addition of defense attorney Cor-

tunately turning Into an ugly black-versus-white
issue with all the makings of a real racial mon-
ster. N :

- ensure-a fair trial for Cassandra Rutherlord. In
.50 daing, though, the good judge has effectively
starmmed the door on an open court, while tram-

Jones. You'll come away disappointed — °

more than an cvent where a judgment of a slm-_

nelivs Pitts to this bubbling brew, it is unfor- .

. Fnter Judge Massey Jones, who. claims she”
just wanls to maintain courtroom decorum and .-

Judges take note:
Don’t mess with the press

disruptive, she said. Most of the reporters left. .

Shc also ordered a deputy to confiscate the
nofes of anather reporter whose only transgres-
sion apparently was looking at the jurors.

On and on the harassment wenl: She barred a
radio reporter from audio taplng from a cable
TV monitor, had a deputy escort a newspaper's

. attorney from the courtroom when he attempted
to speak and in general made life difficult for the
journalists who attempted o cover the trial. -

MASSEY JONES did wrong — and the Michi-
gan Court of Appeals would scem to back us on
that statement. We're happy to nete.that-the
Court of Appeals ruled Tuesday that note-taking
must be allowed during the trial. -

We're disappointed, though, that Massey Jones”
ban on still photography will stand. - .

Massey Jones should go to her room and read
the- U.S.” Constitution, especially the part that
guarantees a free press. It wouldn't hurt her to

.check out the Fourth Amendment’ prolections

against unreasonable search and seizure.

And please, Judge Massey Jones, feel free to
takenotes. B -

Massey. Jones has no business hatching plots
that result In closing the peoples’ courtroom to
the peoples’ representatives. — the men and
women of Lhe press. - . Lo

1t is a public court and the public needs to

- know, has every right to'know, the facts in this

case. The press, of course, Is the way for the pub-
lic to be Informed of the conduct and dutcome.of
public trials. . Lt s -
""" No, in our opinion, it isn’t the journalists who
need to be controfled in Massey - Jones' court-
room. But defense attorney- Cornelius Pilts, who
impresses us as-a bully in expensive suits, necds
to be cut down a potch ortwo, - = - - .
Pitts, who-scems to deal in Insults and black.

ping on some very basic Ci rights,
" Massey Jones, wielding a judge's “iron fist,
.decreed Feb. 13 that reporters may not take
‘nntes in her courtroom. Note-taking would be teo

ICHIGAN ROADS once were the envy of
visitors —  well-planned, | well-built
and well-maintained.. | .

* And although our public transporta-
tion has lagged bebind other major metropolitan
areas, il existed, :

No more. Although our road system still goes
1o all the right places, and even includes the
great, still-new 1-696 {reeway, our older roads
are cr from block-long
streets to cross-town mile roads.

And suburban Detroit will become the nation’s
largest melro area without a regional public
transporiation system at the end of next month
* unless a $7.7-million shortfall is made up.

Not only 35,000 commulers who depend on the
SMART suburban bus system, bul area motor-
ists, ton, would benefit from the funds that an
increase in the state fuel tax could provide. IU's a
fhike that éould revitalize chewed vp roads and
keep buses running. .

But Gov. John Engler has a double standard
when it comes to defending' what he will, and
won't do. §le doesn't mind cutting funds to assist

B ¢
. FILEPHATO
Pothole patching becomes a problom for mo-
toriats when there is more patchwork tha
roadway, . . .

Fuel tax |
\Metro area needs better roads |

“origiml road, .

vhite ractal when ‘questloning
Joanne Was' witnesses, was reprimanded several
times by Massey Jones: -Justice is biind — and
color blind — afterall.. "~ R

poor people during hard times. — to balance the
budget. But as for raising the fuel tax to improve
our roads and keep public transportation afloat,
he calls into play. the economy: ™. ,with so
many Michigan familics. already s

. make ends meel — now is not the time.” .

NOW IS EXACTLY the lime. -

Prices at the pump are low. The state’s infras-
truclyre is crumbling. And people without cars
who are skilled or lucky enough to still have a job
must have a way to get Lo work. | .

Roads arc the responsibility of local munici-’
palitics, counties or (e Michigan Department of
Transportation, . i .

Your life and the life of -your car are at risk
when you travel 2 crumbling road. |

Neighborhood motorists do everything they

can to avoid two-block-long Appleridge Trall In . " tive secretary in downtown Detroit,,

an otherwise well-cndowed West Bloomfleld
subdivision. The 25-year-old road jiggles. the. -
underpinnings out of your car and has been the:
scene of walkers falling on the uncven pavement
where the patchwork meets what is left of the

Alfecting many more people, Plymouth:Road
through western Wayne County has been in need
of major repair for the last 10-15 years — yet
has received just minor patchwork, o

Local cities and villages are warking around
the elimination of federal revenue sharing, vol-
untary and required millage rollbacks and thls
year's assessment freeze. ) . .

LOCAL ROAD AGENCIES receive transpor-
tation funds at the same level as in 1989. Qur
even as traffic increases. .

The Oakland County Road Commisslon reports
428 more miles of road than-in 1984 when the
Jast fuel tax hlke was implemented. They are
{rying (o maintain them with the same number
of employees and trucks. :

Although new federal money will be avaltable
for new construction, there must be a 20 percent
lecal match, It is doubtfut that Wayne and Oak-

cars are more fucl-cfficlent, so revenue drops

tand countles are going lo have those kinds of .
. matching funds, . !

People, even in a down economy, recognize
real needs and are wliling to pay for them, |
A statewide fucl tax hike.is.tolerable because
it targets those who use the roads regardless of

- where they live. It is tolerable because riding on

cared-for roads decreases the wear and lear on
cars. It Is tolerable because even those whe drive
know how difficult getting around is for those
who don't,

- Tathematter of subrobn poftwles....

Bipartisan cry to cut

tax grows deafening

THAT STRANGE sound you have
been hearing in the background.for
the past few wecks is nothing more
than the spring rustle of the scasonal
Pander. .

Often scen at the very beglnning ’

of spring in clection ycars, Panders
cluster together In noisy flocks, usu-
ally in search of Juicy clumps of vot:
ers. Their cry — loud, shrill and per-

* sistent — Is'1he key ta [dentificatlon: - .

“Cut Taxes! Cut Taxes!”

Of course, . politicians have been.
pandering to voters ever since eles-

tlons were invented. But when-our ',
Wall Strect’ gentuses, ably assisied -

by the Reagan Administratlon, ¢le-
vated personal greed Into America’s
Top Value during the decade of the
19803, the bipartisan squawk to cut
taxes a1 all costs has become deafen-
ing. i H

IT'S NO surprise, therefore, to sce
Michlgan versions of thls Instinct to

.pander already solldly on the ballot -

for this fall. . X

The Democratic proposal excmpls.
the first $30,000 in residentlal prop-
erty value from school property {ax-
ation. As the candidates already are
reminding us, this helps “ordinary

. folks in the middle class. It also

would cost $750 miltion; to be pald
for hy an equal Increase in business
1axes. . .

Given the [mmediate recession
and the Jonger term fear that the

. very basis of Michlgan's economy is

It's no surprise to see
Michigan versions of _
this instinct to pander
already solidly an the
batlot for this fall.

in severe troudle, does It make any
sense 1o saddle employers with yet
another tax inerease? I think not.
The Republlcan -idea, cleverly
dubbed "Cut and Cap” by Gov. John
Engler, would cut all focal school op-

* craling taxes by 30 percent and cap

fulure assessment Increases at or be-
low the Inflation rate.

This propoesal will require more .

than $2 billion in reimbursement to
loca) schools. This money must come
from' somewhere. Candidates in-
tude; - .
@ State Police law enforcement
and freeway patrols, B .
® Funds for state universitles and

- local communlty colleges, resulting

in sharp Increases’ for tuition and
fees. . i

# Environmental " proteetlen,
parks and ‘other -recreation rev
sources. . Yo
», What's left of the mental health
system. . .

The plan sounds like a paliticat
version of the old “bait and switch.”
They get you In the door by promis-

ing ~something worthwhile, but.

Philip . -
Power ‘ ‘

what's really for sale is q‘uiln.dlllct-

IN MY OPINION, both Democtat-
ie and Republican plans should be
defeated this November.® .

That done, however, the stubborn
facts of the maticr are these: Michi-
gan ranks in the top 10 percent of the
country la terms of property taxes,
And of the $8 blltion spent on public
K-12 cducailon ln Michlgan, $5.5 bii-,
Jion came {rom property taxes.

The evidence is clear. We in Mich-
igan rely entlrety too.much on the
property tax to pay lor educatlon..

And Michlgan ranks in the bottom

" 40 percent of states In terms of total

burden of other taxes combined, in-
cluding sales and Income tax. .
That suggesis the best strategy

. now — as it has been for the past 20

years before the seasonal Panders

*swooped In — I8 selectively to shift
- {rom over-reliance on the properiy

tax toward increases in other, under-
Jutilized taxes. . .

Phil Power is chairman of the
comtpany that owns thiz newspi-
per. His award-winning column
will appear periodically,

from our readers

Buses are
needed by
suburbs

To the edlior; T
1 am employed as an adminlstra-

1 commute daily from Canton Town-
shlp. Over the years; I have relled on
the SMART large bus service. It is
often' my only means (o gel to my
work site. - -
1 am -very concerned about the
possibility of the SMART, large bus

. service being discontinued. T accept-

od a positlon downtown because of
the avallability of the SMART bus
service. 1 am a single. parent and
mine s the famlly’s maln source of
income. ‘Since jobs are presently
scarce, I cannot quit- my downtown

Job and find one closer to home.. 1-

feel my llvelihood is being. threat.,
ened if the SMART scrvice |s discon-

- tlnued, I-do own a car, but alten

leave it home for my teenage son o

use for hls part-timo-after school”

Job. His Income contributes to pay-
Ing family bills. . o
Meiro Detroliers bave a right to
expecl” garbage ‘collection,. strect
maintenance, 8 water and sewage
system and other services vital to a
satisfactory quality of life. As n tax-

- payer, I feel we have a'right to ex-

pect this minimal form .of public

_transportation. - .

Please support the qhnl!nun[lnn'ul

Dick Isham general manager

-"s;\um‘r public transportailon ser-

vices,
. Jean M. Rearoey,
Caoton

‘Htj:rray' for

-the Cobbs

To the editor:

1'waould tike to praise three faculty
members of North Farmington High
. School. It does not seem sufilcient to
wrife letters to the school and board
+of education, bocause -the work of
these people should be made publie. .

Sue and Dean Cobb have.been di-

“recting the plays at North Farming-

+ ton for the past two years.
Dean had.done so historically and
.then took time to focus on the mass,
media department. Sinee hls.return

to the helm of these productions, the |
quality of the plays ha{_becn Jout-

standing. . . .
"The dedication of Dean and Sue lo
.the students is Incomparable, and
.the love and commitment’ the stu.
dents, offer In return’ Is: extraordl:
nary.’As an added touch, the quality
of thic productions ls superb beeause
the talent of these two people ls of
the highest caliber. . o
* And, to-tap it off, the recent pro-
ductlon’ of "Oliver" -was managed

without money .fram the board be- ’

cause of the “millage” defeat. .
. Another special . person ts Cathy
Benneit, cholr director. .Cathy: has
consistently led many -of the North

——— @bseruer & Eecentric Nnmsﬁ@mfz —_—

Steve Barnnpy mdnuging edior

Judith Doner Berne assistant managing aditor

-ton 48338,

Suburban éummuniculiuns Corp. |
Phillp Power chairman of the board *,

Farmington choirs Into state compe-

tition, which requires passing rigld

standards on the district level first,
The quallty of the music I3 terril-

- ic, and cach studént develops incred-

ible skiils under her direction.
These three people have a belicf In

. and love of children that needs 1o be

recognized and commended. Our

“three children and hundreds of oth-

ers have had their lives, talents, and
1t enriched (call
under the guidance of Dean, Cathy,
and Sue. .
Publicly, we all thank you.
Natalie and Ron Rice,
Farmiogton 11lits

- Opinions are
to be shared

We welcome your Ideas,. as do
your neighbors. That's why: we offer
his space on a weekly basls for opin-
lons In your own words, We will help

. by cdlting for clarity. To assure au-

{hentielly, we ask that you sign your -
Ietter and provide a contact phone
number, .

Letters should be malled to; the

. cditer, The Farminglon Observer,

21898 Farmington Road, Farming-

Mark Lowis director of adverlising
Fred Wright dieector ol citculation

Richard Aginian president




