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This week's question:

Read any good
books
Tately?-

Wae asked this question
at Books Abound and
Books For Less In
downtown Farmington.

Vonnogul. I've just
tinishod *'Guolapagos.” *

'I'vo boon reading Kurt

—Skip Rosenthal
Southfisld

'I've boon roading a
historic book about
oxploring, “Tho Arclic

Roedford Townshlp

‘I'm about 1o hoad for
Vegas, so I'm raading
John Scarne’s “On

—Chris Grobar
Doarborn Halghts

* “Whiskoy Rivor" by
Loron

' *Jay Armos,
" lt'sa

good book and hu s o

blography about Joy
Armes, o privato

Grailo" by Plerre Berton, Cards."” Ho was 5o good tocal author.'
a Canadlon, that thay hnd to chango Angela b
—~Charles Wilson the gamas.”

. F;rmlnglnn Hills

He's great at
whot ha does.’
. . —Boss Grobor
Farmiagton

'tlike Agatha Christlo
.+ . “"Murder on tho
Orion! Expross.”

—Violot Polakowsk|
Dearborn Helghts
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Mayor’s statement: No harm intended

By Joinne Mllunw-kl
stalf writer

lormcd from day one about the (wet-
lands) ml\lgnllon " sald Roy .Lin-
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How Farmington. lllll.l officlals
handled the proposed replacement of
wetlands from the 12 Milé boulevard
project to the Peltz-MDOT park land
was not intented to cause harm, par-:
ticularly to the ad hoc Peltz-MDOT

" commlttec, sald Mayor Jonathan

Grant, e

“While' there has been public con-
cern ' raised. over the process by
which thls ‘proposal unfolded, onc
mmust not lose sight of the fact'that it
was truly put forth with the bestin-
terest of the city and the property in
mind,” Grant sald in a statement re-
leased a week ago Lo the eity councll
and ad hoc committee.

But two outspoken ad hoc commit-
tee members still wonder about the
relatlve secrecy of wetland replace-
ment plans that city staff began dis-
cussing for Peltz-MDOT as carly as
April 1991, The ad hoc Peltz-MDOT
commlttee first met In Scptember
1991 wlth the charge of planning ba-
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dhardt, mber. “The
Jast two meetings (of lhc commitiee)
were concerned totally with the mi-

. tlgatlon — a subject no one orlginal-

1y told us about to begln with.”

v

LINDHARDT AND fellow com-
mittee -member Joe Derek remaln
annoyed that city stalf made plans
{or weitands replacement on Peliz-
MDOT while the ad hoc group were.
making other plans for the acreage.

“l thisk everyone concerncd
should have been upfront, especlally
with the commlitee. For whatever
reason, they chose not to let the com-
mittee know. We wasted valuable
“tlme,” Derek sald.

Ad hoc member Dennls Fluger-
ald, chairman of the Farmlingion
Hills Parks and Recreatlon Commls-
sion, doesn’t see what the big deal Is.
“To me it {how wetlands replace-
ment was handled) has no bearing on
anythlng, I've always felt that way.
The fact that the city Ls doing some-
thing at the same time.the commit-

tee Is doesn’t mean they (clty offls’

clals)are bad guys.”

In his smlcmcnl nccompanied by
a chronology of events leading up to
the Peltz-MDOT commitice dlscuss-
ing wellands replacement plans,
Grant sald the clty counctl was first.

* Informed of need for replacement on

Oct. 21; 1991, which included a tatal

of 12 sites. Al the time, city staff re--

quested permlssion Lo pro the

Peltz-MDOT property get a wetland |
rmlt so the boulevard project
Celty councll llegally. entered closed”

pei
could be bid In the spring of 1992,

THE CITY recelved a permll Feb.
5 trom the state Department of Nat
ural Resources to allow the clty to
fitl-In regulated wetlands atong the
12 Mile boutevard. The permit al-
tows replacement of only $.1 acres
and does not specify where the wet-
lands must be replaced.

Without -the replacement of . wet-
lands along 12 Mile, the clty stood to’

Tose a $3.6 mllllon state grant that .

5.1 acres —.on m west slde of
Peltz-MDOT, based on recommend-

*- ¢4 plans from committee consultant |

Todd Holloway.

Fltzgerald, however, wanted the
commitice to oppose. wetland re-
placement on " Peltz-MDOT, | With
wetlands there, the city Is prevented
from using the 1and for any of its lu~ ;
ture needs, he added.

Despite public complalnts thaf the

sessions lo discuss the Issue, Grant
sald the councll was on a sure legal -

.footing.

“AT 'THE poim that our staff
brought this Issue lo council. they
had no Inclinatlon of what directlon
council mlight wish to' procced,”
Grant said.

. e alsa made It clear that it Is not
uncommon for city staff to study an

“lssue for months before talking to

the cliy mnncll “Surély, the taxpay-
ers of Farmington Hills are'better
7cr\cd when (hciclly: néed o:sland
for a very specifle purpose-is not
made public unill uml land has been -
acquired,” Grant added.

Teleasing information premature-
Iy, he continued, would have guaran-
teed that any land the city was inter-
ested in'for wetlands replacement,
.would automatleally go up-ln price.

once praperty owners were aware o( L

the city's search.

Whlle Derck and Lindhardt won .
dered why -city offictals waited so
long to offer a statemnent an how the
{ssue was handled, Fitzgerald wasn't
conceened. .

“T think- (L was a sincere effort,”
Fitzgerald said. "If someone wants -
1o throw stones at Jon {Grant), he
just took over (as mayor ln Janu-
ary).” . i

will help pay for the pext
$7 million boulevard mile, Hasted to
Haggerty.

‘The ad hoc group will present lis
recommendation to the councl] Mon-
day night le replace a maximum two
acres of wetlands -- from the total
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Choosing a Congoleum kitchen floor b
more alfordable,

AL AR, Kramer our staff of flooring |1ruh.\\mxml\ can answer any
questions you have about the different grades and slyk.\ ol
Cunuxlulm vinyl flooring.

These savings on Congoleum flooring are for a Inullul time so
don’t miss this nppurlumly

AR. Kramer, quality hrnml nanie II(mrmg it .||Iur(l.|hln pnu.s

SAVE 20-50% OFF OUR ENTIRE LINE OF CONGOLEUM VINYL FLOORS.
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