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Tampa"s
a fair city R
In Wlnter Q

By Sara Kennody -
Now York TImos Syndicate

' Each winter Tampa, Fla,, revels In a round of
2 tropical festlvals and falrs, complete wlih booming
[ cannons, rolllcking parades and dress balls,

s And cach year it scems more and more events popup

, to tempt visitors: street partics with the scent of Cuban*

i coffee hanging In the alr, a vibrant art show that

| {festoons the walkway along the Hillsborough River,

i open-alr concerts that send a thumplog beat across the.

} bay and end in showers of fireworks and confetti.

Tampa's treasure 13 jts diversity, an intermingling of
Cuban, Itallan; Spanish, Indlan and Afro-American
cultures that began in 1824, when Col. George Mercer
Brooke bullt a post at the mouth of the Hillsborough
Rlver alongside a little Cuban settlement.

Although Tampa and the surrounding towns of
Hillsborough County, Fla,, have grown into a meiropolis
of almost a million people, the area has managed to
malntain the friendliness of a smatl Southern town. -

Beyond the parties and festivals there is great
upportunity for silence and solltude on white sand
beaches and nature trails.

. Of course Tampa Bay's most obvious assetls the
weather: day after day of sunshine, mild u.-mpcrntu res
and big pulfy elouds.

A cadre of new skyscrapers downtown glistens across
hlue water, The city's signature Bayshore Boulevard —~

from downtown."

. Disncy World (85 mlles east).-

Parking costs another $3,

. Informatlon call 9§7-5082.

muscum adjacent to It.

+ younger free,

.7.2 miles of uninterrupted sidewalk along the bay —
tcems with walkers, joggers and cycllsts, and the pace
. of life canbe as hisl or as slow s you want it to be.

ATTRACTIONS

“The premier tourst .au'rncunn is Busch Gardens, at
3000 East Busch B!vd. ItIs a 300-acre park 10 minutes

- The park, with an Alrican theme, has a aplendld array
o! rldes, tralns and trams set among gardens. The I
is good and the scale more manageable than Walt

Busch Gardens i3 also ane of the natlon’s Inrgul 2008,
with more than 3,700 anlmals. Admission, which* -
includes all rides, shows and attractions, Is 626.95; .
$22.85 for children 3 to 9; those 2 and younger free.

Speclal arcas for children have kid-sized rides, (rce
houses for climbing and’ fniry-taln sculptures. For more

Just a 10-minuic drlve lmm Busch Gardens Is Lowry
Park Zoologleal Garden, at 7530 North Blvd,, and lbe
newly renovaled amusement park and new chitdren’ s

Admisslon to the Lowry Park Zoo s §5,50; $3.50 for
children 4 10 12 dnd $4.50 for l)m : elderly; chlldren 3and

Tho newly bullt 200 has 1,600 nnimnlsln cndmuru

avitors

that is one of Florida‘s offlcial state anlmals.
Chlldren love the petting zoo and the fountaln at the
entrance where they can wade. For mom ln(ormullon
call (913)932.0245. .
Fun Forest at Lowry Park, at 7520 Nort.h Blvd has. -
19 rides as well as a playground and a “lulrylnnd" walk,
Admission (o the amusement park Is free, but it takes
threc tickets to board cach of the rides; indlvidual
tickeis cost 40 cents, a 2oqm book costs $6.95; an all-
day wristband is $9.95 For inore information call (813)
$35-5503.
For a cheaper day there's the new hands-on Children's
Museum of Tampa, at 7550 North Blvd,, behind the -
Lowry amusement park, Admisslon is 32 $1.75 (nr lhe
elderly; free to those 2 and younger. . e
The museum contatns Safety Village, a minlature -
mode] of downtown Tampa complete with streets,
sldewalks, trafile Ughts and bulldings. For more
informatlon, call $35-8441,

EVENTS

Complctc vacatlon pacxagcs that lnclnde tickets to
major events and attractions, as well as hotel, rental
car and boating arrangements, ean be obtalned through
Travel Impressions, a tour operator worklng with the
Tampa-HIllsborough Conventlon and Visitors
Assoclatlon. For more information, call (800)284-0404.

Tampa’s homegrown festival, Gasparilla, ls back
agaln by popular demand after a one-year Japse, during
which the maln sponsoring organization — Ye Mystic,
Krewe of € - became :
black men to what was once an all-white men's group.’

- Gasparllla began Ia 1904, when a Tampa Trlbune
columnist established a carnlval based on the antics of
the legendary pirate Jose Gaspar, whose band
supposcdly pillaged 36 ships during the I:(e 18th and
early 19th centurles, .

The latest ot G: a
celebration that began Feb, 2, has parades, street’
partics, concerts and, on Feb. 29 the 12th annual Artists
and Writers Ball In Ybor City, a costume party and
dance held as an alternatlve lo Tampa's society balls.

For more information on all festlval events call the |
Tampa-Hlllsborough Convention and Visitors
Assoclatlon at {813) 223.1111 or (800) B26-B358,

On. Fed. 20 and Mareh 1 is the 22nd Gasparilla
Sidewalk Art Festival and Tampa Bay Performing Arts
Center Open House, during which the downtown river
walk is Jammed with art, food booths, free
entertalnment and exhibits. For more inlormauon. call -
(an)zn-uu ) )

MUSEUMS

Tampa offers water enlhuslasis plenty of space for sailing, windsurfing, ﬁlhlng
and nunnlng

designed to

native habl
Include a 175-bird aviary and an underwnlcr viewofa
manatee — a gentle mammal simitar to a large seal

A natlanal
" historle
landmark
diatrict, Ybor
clty is filled
with ornate
grillwork,
brick-lined
strcets,
bistorlc sites - 8128
and art
gallerles,

. The Ih.-nryt! Plant Museum at 401 West Kennedy

* Blvd,, Is exhibiting through Feb. 29 photos of the eight
hotels huilt or acqulred by the Florlda ralliroad magnate
itenry B. Plant.

The muscum |8 open Tuesday through S:uurdny from”
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admlssion ks free. For more.
informatlon, call (313) 254-1891.

‘The Tampa Museum of Art, al €01 Doyle Carlwr\ .
Drive, is showing, through March 29, the wark of the . -
New York photographer Sandy Skoglund.

* The muscum 13 open from 16 a.m. to § p.m. Tuesday -
through Saturday; 10 a.m, to 9 p.m. on Wednesday and [
p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday; and i closed Monday.

. Admlssion I3 free. For more Informatlon call (81.3) 223

‘The new Museum of Afelcan-Amerlcan Art, at 1308 7
Marion St., houses the Barnett-Aden collection — more
lh:m un works by black artists. Paintings, sculptures,

gs, prints and African N
jtems, brought together by the late Professor James "~ *
l[trrlng and the late Alonzo Aden, both of Howard

who began and lhu
wnrlu in 1943, will be displayed.”
‘The museum is open {rom 10 a.m. to 4:30 pm

Tuesday through Saturday and 1 p.m, to 4:30 p.m.
Sunday. For more informatlon, call (813) 272- ZIGG)

Need a treat on a tr|p’? Rent a luxury car

By Evarall Pottor
spoclat writer

. Not every trav-
eler wants  the
most  economical
rental car around.

A small but ded-

R icated cadre of
‘ consumers  wanis

Shopping
Around

an exclting, exotic
car 1o drive.

For example,
how about a Fer-
rarl 326 to crulse the streets of Bev-

erly Hills or an all-American Ford'

Mustang converilble to drive to the
Florida Keys?

All the major US. rcnml -car firms -

offer at least one luxury car and sev-
eral convertibles, Many alse rent
. luxury cars In Europe.

What does it cost to drive a fanta-
sy car and Jeave the m:mlon behind
for seven days?-

It depends-oa the car and where
and when It's rented.

In gencral, drivers must be age 25

and over, except at Alamo Rent A
Car, which allows drivers age 21 and
over to rent exotic cars.. )

Reservations are usually required
at Jeast 48 hours in advance, But to
get the best deal, 1t's wise to have a
travel agent do the legwork.

Ilere s a sampling. of current

rates. All prices quoted are for Feb- -an

. ruary and are very much subject to
. change.
Hertz Rent A Car offera two lexu-
ry cars in the United States at {dent!-
cal.cental rates: the Lincoln Contl-

nental and the slightly lnrgcr Lln-

.coln Town Car,

A séven-day rontal In Los Angeles
or San Francisco is $199, In Mlamt
$189, In Orlando $184 and in Denver
$228. Mertz offers seven-day reotals
of converilbles such as the Ford
Mustang for $183.99 in Orlande and

$188.99 In Mlarnl; the same car rents

for $248.99 In Californla nnd $246.99
in Hawali, .

What does it cost to
drive a tantasy car and
leave the recession
behind for seven days?
lt.depends on the car
and where and when
It’s rented.

All these rates Include
mileage. For tnformation call Heriz
a1 {800} 654-3131.

General Reat A Car. offers ther

1892 Chrysler Imperial In Florida at
$189.95 per week and in Callfornla
at $187.95 per week. For convertible
fans, the Chryster Le Baron rents In
Florida at sms 95 per woek.

* Al these rentals come wlth unlim-
lted mlleage. For informatlon call
(800) 327-7607. ° 4

Alamo also’ has speclal wmkly,

rates for varlous cars. In Orlando a

Geo Metro convertible 1s $140.99 and
$183.99 a Pontiac Sunbird convertl- -

ble Is §183.99,-The same cars are
$199.99 per week and $244.99 per
week, respectively, in Los Angeles.
The Geo Metro Is avallable from
Alamo- on Maul for. §234.09 per
week,

Alanio's luxury rental {s Lhe Cadil-*
lac Sedan de Ville. It reats for

$199.99 per week In both: Orlando
d Los Angeles and $299.99 per
weck on Maul. All cans Include un-
limited mlleage. For Informatlon
call (800) 327-9633.

Avis Rent A Car offers the Sedan
de Vllle throughout Florida as.lts

luxury car, In Orlando, the weekly
rate is $184. The firm also offers the

Chryster- LeDaron and the Pontlac,

Sunbird for $185 per v weck through-
oul Florida.

" Alb rates include unlimlicd mile-
age, For ln(ormallun call -Avis at
{800) 331-1212,

In Callfornia and chndu, renters
who want to make a blg tmpression
may choose from a stable of luxury
automobllcs at Showcase Reatal
Cars, which has'locations in Los An-
gzlu, San Francisco and Las Vegas,

‘The-company rents its cars ot a
daily rale. For example, 2 BMW 3251
convertible "[s $99.85. per-.day, a

. Chevrolet Corveite or a Mercedes

560L Is §149.95 per day, a ‘Rolls.
Royce Silver Spirit-is $350.95 per
day and o anborynlni Countach Is
$1,000 per day.

Milleage charges run from 75 cents

to 95 cents per mile. Clicnts between
_age 18 and age 25.pay higher rates

for rentals,

Spokeaperson Susan Herndon says
Showcase's cllents range from *‘co-
median Jo¢ Piscopo to a 21-year-old
kid with a hot date.”

.week ‘in Orlando, . with
mileage. For informatlon call Budg- |

For. Information call the company
at (800} 421-6808,

fudget Reat A Car offers exotle
rentals In Californla, including a
Ferrard 328 at $600 per day plus 50
cents per mile and a Mazda Mlata at

$99 per day, with a fee of 50 cents .

per mile alter 50 frec miles.
Across the natlon, Budget offers

the' Lincoln Town Car as lts luxury -

ear and the Ford Mustang and Ponti-
ac Sunbird as converilbles. Current-
ty, all threc cars rent for §178 per

Call (313) 652-6535

Aroignd the World

on the

Concorde

The Star Pnncess
‘14Days

‘4 Venice to Athenis
A4 BLACKSEA
August 4
Call now
and save!

Global Cruises & Tours

—-,-f_,- Only by Sea, Inc.
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etat (aoo) 527-0700.

‘The price of driving a Hm:ly tuned’

rts car down the auto-
a9, far surpass the aver-

European s|
bahn can, al

* age trans-Allantic alrfare.

Hertz, for example, asks $2,061
for the priviicge of driving a BMW
3201 in Parls’for a week. That In-
éludes ' unlimlted mlleage and

France's whopping 22 percent value--

added. tax, "Other major American
companlu have simllar rates.
An if such

Find out what it's
like to be part of a
really exciting and
enjoyable sport.

Beginning Scuba Classes Forming In Ann Arbor
Boginning Daio: 'lymv
dondny, March 2nd..... --G0010:00 p
Tuesday, March 3rd 0-10:30 p.m.

March 41h ...A]‘ODJ 00 p.m

a lerm can be used, Is Europe by
.. Car. They wlll-rent n BMW- 3181 for

$419 per week or a BMW 735 for
$669 per.week in more than a dozen
German cities, The rate Includes un-

limited mileage, but the 14 pemnl .

value-added lax ls extra,

Europe by Car has o wide rnnxu of
Mercedeses, “Volvos, Sanbs and
BMWs for rent throughout western
Europe. The prices are far less than
{hose offered by major American
rental flrms. For nformatlon’ call
{212) 581-3041.

Thursday, March Sth
Smurdny. March 71h...

:30-10:30 p.m
Dwnm-lz nupm
"hosucn“ 13 mogt

o 8
Heginning Scubo Classes Forming At Novl Snnlar High Schwcl
oglnnmg Dato:

Monday, March 2nd .81 Do-ln 30 p.m.
‘Waodnosday, March 6:00-10:30 p.m. *
Salurdny, March 20, :30 0.m.-2:30 p.m.

42295 Ann Aibos lo.
Plymeuth, M1 40170
In tho PMC Center

(313) 451.5430 .

3300 Washionaw Avn
013) 011 rnn




