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Local Reps Split

include a lower drinking age,
three of Observerland’s state
representatives cast negative
votes.

““There was only one thing in
it that I objected to — drinking

By KATHY MORAN
Giving 18 to 20-year-olds
total adult rights and
responsibilities was the issue.
But when it came down to
voting: for a bill that would

at 18, Rep. Richard Young Garden City) who also voted Stempgien
(D-Dearborn Heights) said against the bill. Rep.
concerning the age of Raymond Baker (R-
majority vote on Tuesday. Farmington) also voted “no.”

Young's opinion was echoed  Reps. John Bennett (D-
by Rep. James Tierney (D- Redford Township), Marvin.

(D-Livonia),
Thomas Brown (D-Westland)
and Joseph Forbes (D-Oak
Park) voted for it.

AN |{AMENDMENT that

would have kept the drinking Baker voted for the amend-

age and age for placing bets at ment while Stempien, Brown

21 was defeated in the House and Forbes opposed it.

by a 6139 vote. The total bill! passed the
Obseryerland’s Reps. House by a 73 to!30 vote.

Young, Benneit, Tierney and- : If passed in| the State:
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Senate, the bill would become
effective on Jan. I and would
give all persons over the age
of .18 the right to make con-
tracts, draw up wills, place
bets at race tracks, make
their own medical - decisions
and be parties to legal actions.

In short, this' age group
would be asked to assume.the
full rights and responsibilities
of an adult.

‘The only important right not
covered by the bill was the
right to- vote in state-local
elections. Michigan’s

“WE HAVE GROWING PAINS”

This super sale is to make room for our re-
- modeling program. 5,000 sq. ft. of added
shopping area completely air conditioned for
your comfort and shopping pleasure. Be sure
to stop st Pine Lumber Cashway, your pro-
gréssive full line lumber dealer . . . thank
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Bl 3) ANTIQUE SILVER BIRCH
§ Subtle shade of silver 5514*
E 4x8, Reg. 6.97 ....
. 4) VINTAGE GREEN BIRCH
H Dark Distressed 5561*
4x8. Reg. 6.97 e
5) CALIENTE BROWN BIRCH
Real Antique Laok SEAT7*
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DEBONAIR BIRCH
Top of the Line
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16) PECKY TSUGA

18) SPECIAL LAUAN
Lite or dark shade $999
4x8, Reg. 3.64 |

UGA
$A99*

18) GOLDEN PECKY TS
»  Really different

COVENTRY BIRCH
Vinyl on Mahogany
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8) HESE_RTONE LAUAN Vinyl on Mahogany $441* A real eye stopper
Se;u;ful lialesgwde $ 499 4x8, Reg. 4.97 ....5..... 4x8. Reg. 7.97 ..
x8. Reg. 3.99 .. {
9) WALNUTONE LAUAN 13) BURMESE TEAK 17) SPECIAL LAUAN Bath, shower or kitchens § g 9
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Pure Vinyl on hardboard
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4x8, Reg. 7.97 . . ssanc 23) WE HAVE 4'x10° PANELS
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11) ST. CATHERINE BIRCH 15) BARN GRAY TSUGA MARBLE - : e s aredin Ogk. Walnur.
Vinyl on Mahogany 5391* For unusual decor 5499 #*  |deal for bath area $ 7% many others. Reg. Values ss’7
- 4x7. Reg. 4.97 ..o 4x8, Reg. 7.97 4x8. Reg. 9.98 ........... 6 from $34.95. Low as . . . g g
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mEkecutive Walnut !
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Grain Many other styles and
sizos. See our large selection.
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Cash & Carry

REDWOOD

THE PERFECT ANSWER FOR
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s99 BALUSTER REAL NATURAL CORK Hes e ppasrnce ol
8-5Q. FT. o oot aatacon
! Siacusn Pockogs S 177 SALE! ¢
3294 Reg. $2.97 Reg. 1.18
" CASH & CARRY *12"x24"x%" Thick Cash & Carry
New! Decorative Largest Selection o Decorates o Insulates y
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e ®E.Z. tp Apply S R .
s i PERMANENT ¢ 5989/
CALIFORNIA Wipe Clean !
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'fidence in our youth we have

L e has voted for
ratification of an amendment
‘to the U.S. Constitution to
allow. that.

“WHAT WE WERE saying
is that they (18 to 21-year-olds)
can be held responsible for
criminal acts and can be
drafted and sent to war,”
Stempien said. ‘“However,
when it comes to making a
contract. or making a will,
they can't do these and other
things necessary to get along
in our society."

Stempien said he voted for
the age ‘of majority bill to
increase the responsibility of
this age group and to resolve
the contradiction in current
taws. i
But Young and Tierney said
that including a lower
drinking .age in the bill will
nave serious repercussions.
Both voted for an amendment
that would have kept the
drinking age and the age for
placing bets at 21,

Though' Baker could not be
reached for comment, he also
voted against the final bill and
for the amendment.

YOUNG SAID a poll of
school  superintendents
showed 56 per cent opposed to
-any change in the drinking age
and another 38 per cent ‘op-
" posed to lowering it to 18

“I think it will create
' problems: with the 16 and' 17
year-olds,” he said. *I think
they have found this to be true
in New York State. When you
turn 18, you will stay with your
peers, and I think this vAll
result in alcohol circulating in
+high schools.”

Tierney expressed similar
“concerns, adding he'is afrald
this age group will “mix ggs
and alcohol.” o

“Ivoted 'no’ because I most
sincerely believe that House
\Bill 4584 is not in the best in-
terests of the young people: of
the state or the motoring
public of our state,” Tierney
told the floor of the House last
week. -

Later he said that making
Jliquor more easily available to
youths would result in a carry
over to 16 and 17-year-olds and
increased drinking and
driving. .

BENNETT VOTED for the
amendment to keep a higher
legal drinking age, but, when
it lost, decided to vote in favor
of the bill. R

“T had reservations zbout
that (a lower drinking age},”
he said, “But we tried to sfop
drinking by prohibition, and it
didn't work. I think they are
golng to drink anyways.” -

*1 feel if these young mpn
can fight and die for thejr
country, they are entitled to
all other rights,” he added. -

Stempien said he hasn't
“seen any basis in fact” that
persons in this age group ase
not responsible enough to
purchase liquor legally.

It is contradictory tosaythat
“for making his last will and
testament a .person is
responsible, but for a person
to drink in public he is not,”
Stempien said.

“Either they are respon-
sible or they are not.

“ALL THE DRINKING
laws say is they may not

_purchase and have liquor in

public. There is no prohibition
against minors drinking. They
can drink in their homes now
~— they just can't drink in
public,” said Stempien.

.Agreeing, Forbes said, “If
we are going to instill con-

to give them responsibility.”
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