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‘Informed consent bill
poised to become law

O&E Thutaday, Fobruary 27, 1092

" By Tim Richard
stattwriter  *

A comp sugg

ted by Sen.

The Michigan Leglalature proba-
bly will restrict abortlons with an
“informed consent™ Jaw, but a loud
battle is shaplng up first.

“If you cover thal scssion, hﬂ.nz
your breakfast, lunch and dinner,”
sald Rep. Lyn Bankes, R-Livonia, an
opponent.

But Bankes predicted, “The bill
will pass, the governor wiil sign it,
and It will be'a Jaw.”

A’House vote is likely .the first
week in March.

Bul Rep. Maxine Berman, D-
Southtield, Is clrculating two U.S. Su-
preme Court oplatons striking down
informed consent laws. They require

a one-day waltlng before a woman

+can have an abortlen and require the
doctor 10 read her a llst of possible
bad resulls, - |
“The bill you  have before you | hes
‘the same problems and willl be
. struck down as well," Berman sald,
© THE BILL was quicily shuttled

last week into the House Publle ',

Health  Commlitee  before
members knew what happencd.
. “1 promised a vole," said Rep. Mi-

most

chael Bennane, D-Detrolt, a pro-

cholee vole and chalr of me com-
mitte. * © *
“Niek (Clar:nmnnro, D~Rnsevillc)
and 1 will try to work out a compro-
mise. The odds are we can — if Nick
bargalns by himself and doesn't have
to take everything back to Right to
Life, - - . '

+ "“The doctors are doing some lob-
b)lng on this, and they're more ef-
fective on the other slde,” said Ben-

John J.H. Schwarz, R-Battle Creek, an
abortion foe who nevertheless
opposes this bill as a “Big Brother”
restriction on the doctor-patient

" - relationship, was shot down. '

amended. It wlth abortion . restric-
tlons and seat It back (o the House
for concurrence ln amendments.

Scnators sought to avold the House
commlttee structure, where an carll-
er informed-consent measure {Sen-
ate BI1) 141} is gathering dust. |

Instead of calling a.vote-on con-
currence In the Senate amendments,
however, House Speaker Lewls Do-
dak, D-Birch Run, shipped the biil to
Bennane's committee for. one last
chance at a compromise,

A compromise was suggesicd by
Sen.. John J.H. Schwarz, R-Batile
Creck, an abortlon foe who neverthe- -
less opposes this - bilk 2s 2 “Big -
Brother” restrlction on the doctor-
patient retationship, There would be
no walllng perlod, and the list of slde
effects and ‘pletures a doctor must
show would be constderably shorter,

But the Senate shol dnwn .
Schwan 's compromlse. .

"AN. INFORMED consent blllI
would be the third restrictive mea-
sure passed in Michlgan slnce the
US." Supreme Court in ‘1930 in.
creased state regulatory powers.

- The others were a voler-approved
ban on state-funded aborilons and a

I t law for minors.

nane, gesturing d to the Re-

publican-run Senate.
" EARLIER IN the month, the Sen-

T\m other possible restrictive
measures are a ban in state-run hos-

,the Commonwealth's

BERMAN, ONE of the House's

"most vocal pro-choice members,

ciled a 1982 U.S, Supreme Cout opln-
Ion in an Ohlo case which said:’
*“(Mjuch of the Information re-

quired Is designed not to inform the
. woman’s consent but rather to per-
-suude  her - 1o

withhold it
altogether. . o v v v v v e

“And subscction -5, that beglns
with the -dublous stalement that
abortion is a major surglcal proce- .

. dure and proceeds to describe nu-

merous possible physical and psy-
chologicat complications of abortion,
is'a parade of horribtes Inténded to
suggest that abortlon is a particutar-
Iy dangerous procedure. . B

“We find that Akron bas failed 10
demonstrate ‘that any legillmate
state intererest is furthered by an
arbitrary and:inflexible waiting pe-
riod.” :

“In 2’1985 case the high court sald,
“The states arc aot free, under the
gutse of proles cting, maternat health
or polentlal life, 1o intimidate wom,
en inte continulng . their
prégaancies. . . :

“The prinled nulvn.m reguired
(arc) an outright attempt to wedge
message
discuuraging abortion inta the priva.
cy of the informed consent dialogue
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© ate tock a House-passed medical
regulatory bill {House DI 4280),
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