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E DON'T like what we're hearing from
lhe owner of Ihe Clvic Thenlrc, a
k

ciat ovcr the years, .

Business is bad at the Civic, said owner Greg
-| Hokler In an Qbscrver story last week, and-if
things don't improve, he may be forced to shut
down'the 51-year-old old movle house on Grand
River...

How sad it would be lr the ycllnw and red mar-

warse If the'venerable old Civic were converled

into one of those mini-malis with giftee shopees
and offices for attorneys and Realtors.

Iy, is one of a dwindling number of reasons for

ar
that has madn this cnmmunlly spe-»

Less of a town
Farmington needs its Civic

quee had to go forever dark. It would be even -

Farmlngton certainly would be lcss of a town”
without its Civic. The Show, as it Is known local-

-In an attémpt to compete: — and survive —
Hohler recently dropped his: prices from $2 to
$1.25, He hopes the cure takes, but he’s not opti-
mistle, i

“Yau ve got loo much compclltlon in the
area,” he said rcccntly “Somecone has to go and
it's always the little guy. I'm the little guy.” -

Hohler paints out that he's certainly no theater
" tycoon, He claims to be the last “exhibltor” in
the Detroit area operating in one location only
and lakmg allving out of it

'HOHLER DOESN'T striku us ns thc kind
~who'd be anxious 1o scll out to some developer
© with visions of parking lots or minl-malls. No, he
seems to have devoted his lifé to the Civic. )ils
. father, Edward, opened the movie.house in 1940
.and son Greg wnrkcd there as a youngsler.

He purch the theater from his father in

people to head for the old central b “dls-
trict, . T

The Civic, one of the few survlvlng nclghbmh
hood and small-town theaters, serves as the an-
chor b for F Other
downtowns may have their department stores,

flavor to Grand mver, to the cntlrc communlty
actually. . .

ple have stopped going to the movies, even
though there seems to be a VCR in every llving
room and a video rental slore in cvery nlher strlp
mall,

1t’s just the opposile They,are golng. espcclal-
Iy to theaters like the Clvle where second‘run
{iims are shown at bargaln prices, -

Ah, but there ave just too many of thcm

screens” in a seven-mile radlus of Farmington, .
he said. Of particular concern to Hohler is the
Livonla Mall theaters, where movies — often the
‘same shows playing at the Clvlc — are oﬁered
for $1 a customer. i

HEN IT comes to SMART, our region-
al bus system,.we fec! as though
we're ringing a firebell In the night.
And, figuratively speaking, our fire

fighters. scem to be ignoring the’ alarm, en-
grossed instead in-a spirited game of {Irc hall
checkers,

The fire mclnphnr we think, is not misissed

bus system, -

A burning crisis looms: metropolitan Detrolt
would become the only major urban area in the
nation without a regional transit system il the

but we have our Civle. It has added a traditional .

THE PROBLEM, said Hohler. is nol that peo-’ -

"
¢

around, Hohler added. There are 11 “dlscount.
. in the mood for-a movie and some butlered pap-

Ends soon
Losmg bus system |sn 't smart

when discussing the Detroit area’s critically ill

1973 nnd went about turning It into.a bargaln
heuse, a place where .people coutd “see It in-
paperback.” .

These hard. doys arid nights,. he c:m be found - |
setling tickels and goodics, running the projec-
tors, sweeping the spilled popeorn . . . and dolng
u‘rjhalcvor clse Il takes to kccp the mnrqucc light-

. There may not bu much the peuplc can do io
*save the ailing Civic. The owner of a movie the-
* ater has to'face ccunomlc rcallllns Just like any-
.oneelse.

1t .the Civic makes it, greal The city will have:
- a good start.on rcnovallng Its downtown, which
needs buslnesscs that will make it the-social as

| DUNNO.....
. JVE BEEN
CONCENTRATING
ON QUR SPRING
BREAK T0

‘Averaglng down’ has
Ilttle room for: quallty

WHA’I‘ I FEAR most In the n:ccnl

- flurry of proposals to equatize fund-

Ing between rich and poor school dls-
tricts s that it will hurt the good
schools and gain liule or nolhing in

+ the poor on

It's called “averaglng down.” Both
Democrats (whose ideology of equal-
ity usually ‘leaves little room for

.. quality} and Republicans {who com- Ing.
plaln ceasclessly: about: taxes with- .
what they get us) are.

out

well as the e heart of the
If the sign goes dark for good, well, then a hugc
chunk of F1rmlngton will Iuavc dlsappcared for-
ever. N
" But, as of now, the theater ls st _open. Folks

corn should remember the Civie on Grand.River,
just southeast. of Fnrmington Road. Come on
down, pay your $1.. zs N nml maybe help save a
landmark. . . o

"about-te compound their past errors
. by setilng in mation wholesale aver-,
. -aging down.in our schools, -

Of course, yariatlons in per~pupil-
.spending between rich and poar dis.
:tricts are both large and incquitable.

Somie distrlcls in the Oakland County
-, office belt spend more, than $8,000 -
. per chlld; some rural dlslﬂcu. well

below $3,000.

Indeed, most’ school
served by this newspaper have prop-
erty values (and, therefore, per-pupll

* expenditures). well in excess of the

Michlgan average.

AND THAT'S WHY last year’s so-

catled "Robin Hood™ school finance .

law hurts Jocal communities so bad-
ly. The tax-base sharing law takes

- half the growth from industrial and
'_commer:iul

property taxes in

A burning crisis looms:
Metropolitan Detroit would
become the only major urban

* area in the nation without &’

' regional transit system if the
Suburban Mobility Authority for.
Regional Transit dles of acute

- “deficit-itis” as planned on March

Suburban  Mobilit, for
Transit dies of acute “deficit- ius as planned on

from a $7.7-millien deficit.

Now, we've said it before, but it bears reitera--
tion: It would be just plaln dumb to allow SMART
buses to disappear from our streets,

Although it makes the auto barons and used
car salesmen snicker and smile, such a public
transportation crisis would be a terrible.blow to
an area that doesn’t really need lhat kind of kick
m the gmm nght now.

olher rides (o work, or wherever, if SMART dies,
and let’s not forget the 500 or so SMART em-
ployees who would lose their jobs.

Se, with a transportation disaster Just a month
away, the lack of concern you'd think would be
shown by those public officials ‘who have been
clected and.appolnted to protect the public from
just such dlsasters is omInous.

" offered from the {inest politlcal minds of Lansing
and the city and townshlp halls of southcastern
Michigan.- There's been no hell-raising at the
county commission meetings. And blistering cdi-
torials in the big-t are i
tent.

No, if something isn't done sonn SMART will
die a quiet death, With the excepllon of James

slgned Monday, the truth is that very few of our
movers and shakers care very much ‘about
SMART or its customers. Aho charged that the
threatened shutdown was a political game in
which the pawn was a reglonal bus system. .

But there seems lo be a general impression
{hat bus riders are just o bunch of misgulded
{ools who don't have the means or.inclination to
buy and drive biles to work, or wh

Imaginc (hat! People who'd rather not drive to
work! Such people are damn dangerous In thls
nutu town. N

SOME 35,000-40,000 péople will be Tooking for

March 27. The suburban transit systems suffers .

_past quarter cenlury.

.er because they don’t want their tax dollars ($40

" “Let’s-buy-a-car”
So is the lack of solutions you's mink would be<

Aho, SMART’s acting gencral manager who re- |

- tem could come from varied sources. 1t could be

- tems is needed to save SMART, transit officlals

haps 2 junk food baren who just happened to own
a professional sporis franchise, officials at every -
level of government would absolutely be golng -
through hoops to help him prosper. Depend on it
And the big-town edltorial writers would ‘gush
their approval. .
What little serious discussion there has been on
saving SMART (the bus Jine) has been clouded by
the foul feellngs of distrust drifting up from this
deep chasm that has divided clty and suburb lhc

A merger of the Detroit and suburban bus sys-
have told us. Such a merger seems like a good

idea.
Some Detroit offlcials have opposed the merg-

ion to support the city system) to support
samething that helps suburbanltes.

And so many suburbanltes, spouting . lhe
.mentality that has been
grafted onto their minds over the years, are al-
ways suspiclous of anything linked to blg,.bad -
Detroit.- The subbles also might paint to low
ridershlp as an excuse for lclting the syslem die.

ACTUALLY, A mcrgcr of the two bus sys(cms .
makes_ a tot of sense — and-city and suburban
residents should be taxed equally to support it,
Qverall, service certainly would be upgraded and
in time more people would ride.

‘The taxes uséd to-support the new mega-sys-

a property tax, a license plate tax, a sales tax.
Sure, people are taxed to death these days (or at
teast: they'll tell -you they are), but (he burden
would be shared among nll In lhc slx-cnunly ¥
metropolltan area. | |

As we have polnted out belnre In this spate,
there Is a price to. be pald for having a good
transit system. But our region s already paying
the price for not having a good system. Notlce,

Keep on

utes it to poorer districts. .
Farmington, siraddling the: 1698
and )-275 freeways, would have lost

somewhere ‘between $400,000 and -

-districts -

ge districts and dh!.rﬂr~

3715 000 if tax-base sharing hadn't
becn stalled in conrl. It can pay sala-
rles and benefits - for 10-19 low
senlority teachers,

For the loslng districts, class slzu

. bave’ increased, Speclal programs
like computer educatlon, music, art

and forelgn languages have been

- slashed. Mnrnlc is poor and declin-

\\mrxl of all; lherc Is no particular
reason to believe that the poorer dis-

- tricts are necessarily golng la shnw
- any lmprovcmcni in their

offered as a sop‘lu repeat the Robin
Hood Jaw:
Scelng an opening, Democrats ln

- ol outcomes as a resull-of getting

thinly spread addltlonal money.
This is so because:

. are
mmc §450 million In slau‘-mhl

teacher penslons to the atd fund. And

“tally archalc way of looking at cdu-

cation'— that dollars spent, by deti-
nitlon,” determine- cducational
achievement - -provides us no way
of sctilng outcome standards for
money moved by the Robln Hood
law. *

Indeed, to.rcdncc educational

" quality In rich districts while stiow-

ing no necessary increase in others is

* very close to a classic negatlve sum

game: Everybody's worse off. .

NOW GOV, John Engler wants ta
take yet anather step.

Earlier this month, ke startied

most observers by proposing to shift
$46¢ milllon the state naw pays for

‘teacher Social Security taxes into,

the sehool aid fund. Since this would
rub salt into the woundsof rich dis-
tricts.(excluded from state ald), he

the new. of public -
structlon, Hobert Schiller, has made
it clear that further “reforms™ are

. hlgh on his agenda.

- At this would be fine if a reallstlr,
aceyrate and widely accepted. way
cxisted to measure just what chil. .

- dren actually learn in schools and {0

. make sure that level of Jearaing

overa)l does not fall when people -
tinker with funding.
Otherwise, all we will have is an

- amazing and !mproba ble alliance he-

tween - Engler and the Democratic

liberals In a redistributlonist theory

of school finance that sacrifices real
learning on the altar of slallsklcal

equality of funding,

" Phil . Power is chatrman nf the
contpany that owns this newspu-
per. His award-winning column
will appear periodicully.

saylng no

To the editor: oo

1t Farmington . Hllls voters are
given a second chance to vote on'the
bond proposal for expanding the 47th
District Court, then certalnly Farm-
ington voters should be ‘given lhe
sameopportunity.

What Judge Fred Harris lmplled
(Obscrvnr. Feb. 6) Is

dolng in vn\lnx 10 on the bond | pm-

. posal.

" Now all lie has to do fs re-educate
them and-show them the error of
thelr ways, This wrlter belleves they

did know what they were doing and

will contlnue lo vate no on sill) an-

" other tax Increase.

Also, lhl: writer belleves lhal I
Farmington - voters "arc glven. the

same.second chance lo vole on the .

bond proposal, they too will tum It
down. They d
chance, Judge Harrls cannot have it
Just one way.

Farmington voters were not given
an opportunity to vote on the sewer
bond Issuc, which will add $250 o
year to our property taxes for many,
many ycars. Nelther dld- we get.lo
vote on the recycling fee, which

costs each homeowner $66 a ynar

that Farming-"
* ton HUlla volers, or al least 400 of
them, dld nol know what they were .

must be - glven. that.

_from our readers

(until It is Increased within a year or
30), Further, Farmington water and
sewage users will sec a hefty In-
crease [n rates this year,

Ouk "city ‘governments must be
made awaré there Ls a bottom (o the
tax and fee barrcl: Many: people
have seer their income decrease be-
cause of the recession and low Inter-
estrates onsavings, ete,

These people musi’ cul back on
thelr expenditures to stay solvent.
Government " must do ‘the same.
Whea glven the chance, clitzens
should vote no on any and all tax In-
creases, A good place (o start'Is by
votlng ‘down the court expansion
bonds.

Floyd I{. Mlller,
Farmlagton

is dangérous"

To the edltor:

e picture- and story . which
appeared (Feb. 6 on Page 4D) In your
paper, ralsed- an Issue which is of
great concern Lo us as dog pmlu
sfonals,

* Whitethe Intentions nl the fund-
raiser were admirable, the cholee ‘of
a pupyy as an auction item was mis-

Puppy sqc‘tioh?g

gulded and potentlally a source of
difficulty - for both the puppy and
new owner.

While the' puppy's age was net

" stated, {1 appears 1o be around 12

weeks old.

More than a cuddly bal) of fur, this
is a soclal anlmal whose life will be
entwined wlth.Its human famlly for
12-M4 years. The acquisitlon of ‘a
puppy should be researched and con-
gidered lo terms of lifestyle and time
restrlctions,

Uslng a puppy as a commmlily
while nmnuunally appealing, Is dan-
gerous because it encourages people
to view the animal as an imputsc
purchase rather lhan a lifetime com:
ml.lmcnl

We are also concerned about Lhe
source from which the puppy was
obtalned; It would be unusua) for a
responsible .breeder to release a
young dog- under such "circum-
stances. .

Promotling msponstblc dog owne:
ship Involves stressing not only vet- -
erinary carc and obedience tralning,

: *but oise attending o the puppy's
- _emotlonal development.

- Getting a puppy off on the right

foot with- Its new family involves a
time

withan lmpul.xe pm‘chnse

ery Iklh.luuen

Trainers Acldcmy for Obcdlmre

<

[ QDlJm:ruer & ﬁtcentrtt anspapcrs —

and Bebaviorzl Sclences,
Madison Heighta

please, the decay in the centrnl clty and the
gridlock In suburbla, .

Bul most costly of atl is the human’ prlcn of
being locked in place. It’s time somcone answers
this alarm. *

Stove Bnmuhy m1nnnlnn odulor .

Judlth Doner.Berne. assistant managing uuﬂor
Dick tshom* goneru! manager

Mark Lewls direcior of adverlising

Fred Wright drcector of orrculation

" Subutban Communications Corp.
Phllip Pawer chairman of 1he boaed

SMART'S REAL problcm is that il's jusl alit- Rlchgvd Aglnian president @ bodrd

tle, underused bus system.-

Now, If SMART were a man, n rich man, per-,




