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points of view

GM loses sight of its roots

WE WERE DRIVING BACK from

*up north™ carly Monday when we
* ‘heard the news over the radlo¥

Relaxed from o weekend of skling
and eailng whitcfish (n a northland
stilt blanketed by more than a foot of
snow, it jolted us out of our vacation
cuphoria and back to reality.

General Motors, that b!uc»chip gl
ant of American companies |, ,
General Motors, tled o Detrojt ch
the fitm Industry is to Callfornia .
General Motors, once upan a umn
the staff of life for my grandfather’s

. Clevcland, Ohie, dle casting plant

" ‘General Motors did what we .huri
hoped was unthinkable. It included
' the historic Willow Run A bl

Judith Doner
/Q. Berne .

_the other. 1t also elected o close -
three more plants. and seale down

iwo others in southeast Michigan, af-
Iecling a total ol 9, 100 employees.

1 GUESS THE QUESTION to be
asked In‘all of this is; Why did GM
make bear so

Plant with'lts more than 4,000 em-
ployees In its previously announced
commitment to close and scale back
18 producilon sltes.

1t selected. the Ypsilanli facillty
over a similar plant In Arlington,
Texas, alter ficst pitilng onc agalast

This mentality h

RECENTLY [ read an excellent

large a burden?

Is there no speclal (nellng for the
people and area where Genera) Mo-
tors grew up and became the No. 1
automaker? © |

The hurt extends beyond whether
you are “auto people,” like our bust-

dm:m-s Both districts found fine su-

editorial o an
s rich ticut

+ tural makeup and speculating on
that city's chances for safeguarding
Its harmonious To run

per

STILL, THE comment of a board
member from onc of Ihose dhlrlcu
i to trouble me.

commentaries of this nature re.
quires & certain courage, because 1
can clite personal evidence that por-
- tlons of our mostly suburban reader-

1o the query of a member of my for- ’

mer Rochester board as to why J
hadn’t heen interviewed, that person

f'ald “0h, we v.ou!dnl hire him —~
o's

ships are less than 7
subject.

Yet it's a dilemma that every
American must dutlfully help- to
solve, and the solutlon depends on
.whether the pawers that be will step
hoarding their power and instead
democratleally share leadershlp re.
sponsibilitics and control.

Last year I was an applicant for
the school superintendencies in
Southfield and Oak Park — a'com-
munity adjacent to Southfleld which
is at a simllar cultural crossroad. [

was granted interviews for ncither *

post, which wasn'l cnilrely surpris.
Ing. There probably were hundreds
of applicants for both jobs, and I
never made contact with the Lansing
agency they retained to sereen can-

to this

This curlous aﬂjccl.lvc pinncd on
me by someone 1 never met has a
appeared In the media to deseribe

‘me, and | suppose that whenever this

happens T should take it as a compll-
ment. It [ was "“uncontrollable” in
the Rochester assistant -

ness reporter Dou:( Funkc of Red-

{ford Townshlp. He s the flrst gener-
atlon on his dad’s slde of the famlly
which basn't made a llvlng in an
avto plant.

I(Is grandfather, hls father, his un-
cles all were skllled workers — toal
and die makers on the lne.

You share the hurt simply because
you grew up In Detroit — where

even “girls” could sit cross-tegged .

on the curb and call out the makes of
U\c cars that went by,

You share the hurl bccnm you
still look up at the Unlroyal bill
board, remembering how as a
youngster you were proud and fascl-
nated as the numbers changed whlile
you drove by, reflecting the cars
comlng af!f the productfon line. {They
change too slowly these days 10 'see
in adrive by.)

And you snurn the hurt because
you, loa, felt forced inte buylng a
Japancse ear after the last three GM
cars you had went downhilk.

YOU TIINK THIS WAY about
Ypsilanti, a town you only know be-
cause l’s ndfacent Lo Ann Arbor.

1t's a town which can't afford to
tose a Chinese restavrant, much less
Its biggest taxpayer.

General Motors said It made the

. culs needed to reorganize without

regard Lo politics; that the decisions
were based on internal, plint and
employee conslderations and not

Is that GN wanted 1o force-a Show-

" down with the UAW over work rules

and produc[ivlly

* But it's also clear lhal GM madn

the decision despite Its roots = ig-
noring the plight of the nlrmdy reels
ing motor city and l1s people.

Judith Doner Dcnu' is assistant .

managing editor for the Cakland
County editions o/ the Observer &

. I-.ccculnc

urts democracy

Telford

that's :ounlerproduc\im to lhe dem~
ocratlc process.

Ironlcally I doubt that they would
have needed to “control® me In
Southfield or Qak Park, anyway.
Given the diverse nature of their stu-

dent clientele, thelr goals for multl- |
-cultural

dency, it was only because there

were forces Influenced by bigotry -
‘and fear that were trying to crush
: both my multicultural initlatives and

me as we well.
lm not really an unreasonable

\Vc’ve got 1o gel rid of this m.-cd-
to-control-
sive among some people in positions
of influence. I've encountered that
kind of mentality too many-times,
and it's symptomatle of everything

mentality that's perva.’

must surely
be tdentical to my own lavishly pub-
licized objectlves. This was one rea-
son 1 applled in the first place;

DEMOGRAPHIC -projections be- .

yond the year 2000 dietate that cltles
like Southficld and Oak’.Park- are

* multicultural harblngers of Oakland

County’s fulure, Michigan's future
and America’s future. How well
these two cities can malntain cross-
cultural cooperation will presage the
chances for others' success in this vi-

The Hometown and Observer and Eccentric “Creative Living” section
has the largest sdcclum of suburban display real estae ads in the metro area.
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POOLS
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With a

- BEAT THE HEAT

vom-built |

pool. Established in 1955 wo Ilnvo the ox-
portise to design, engineer, constiuct, in-
stall and service youe pool. We would like
the opporiunity to make your backyard into
your own parsonal resort.

West 12 Mile Road
2% blks. west of Caolidge

BERKLEY
398-4577

~ PRICES
STARTING $1 2 99
FROM
2750
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at 21% Mile Road
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tal arena that everyone will bo en-
* terlng Inevitably and soon. .

There will be no cxcept[ons,-no
homogenous havens remalnlng for
racists and other xerophobes to hide
out In, nor will there be any rightfu)

place for fearful and undcmocruu:'

“controllers,” either.

We'have to teach our chlldrcn -

and our adulis- — that there 13 no

-need to hide, hoard power gr be
afraid. As we Amerlcans ‘approach -
the 21st Century, we're on the glorl- .

ous brink bf fulfilling the harmonl-
ous ‘hopes Jald down for us by our,

founding fathers more than. 200

years ago. E pluribus unum — out
of many, one,’

Johni Telférd, a Rochester Hils,”

resident, mosy’ recently was as-
sistant superintendent in the Ro-
chester School District. He previe

ously was erccutive director for

secondary education in the Plym-
outh Canten district, He has been

controversiol’ for his programs .

involving diverse religions and al-
ternative history courses. +

Going my way?
Better signal!

TELL ME QUICKLY. I have to
.know now! What is It about metro
Detrolt. drlvers anyway? Why in
the name of all that Is ratlonal do
the majority of motorists refuse to
use.thelr turn signals?

The clreymsiances don't seem to
maiter, Lane changes, right turns,
-highway merges, U-turns, break-
downs or. slowdowns.  The people
. who drive this reglon’s freeways at
- one of two speeds {rubberneck or
breakrieck) appear:more willing to
share ‘i prize ring or hotel room
with Mike Tyson'than 1o 1ift their
finger to push the turn indicator. .

From what I can see age, sex,
race or appearance don't seem to
be {actors..Sizteen to 86; boys to
men, teenage lavers in cach others’
laps, fuzz buster.phone jockeys and
blue-haired, bridge-playlng grand-

mas all share the same space aloof, .

{o another world, determined never
to signal thelr Intentions as to

where they plan to steer th r:lr ! 000

pounds of freedom. .
INTHE COURSE ol a wcek pro-

"have me drlving the Lodge, 1-696,
'1:75 or. the JeHries Freeway, some-

times ‘all in the same day. That -
amount of time [n a-car can cause-

your mind to wonder about a lot of
things, Lately, I've been wondering

— "afler dodging yel another dar-

whose driver didn't slgral the ‘car
was coming my way — Just what is
behind this peculiar Detrait region-
al affliction of -refusing. to drive
with common sense,

The “other. day -thé  light hulb"

came on: Maybe I'd hit ‘on the an‘
swer, Could it be that-metro De-
troit drivers don't want to give
anything away? Play it close to the
vest? Could It be Just another De-
troit survival tactic? Ii" no.onc
knows what .you're.-liable- to-do
next, won't they have to glve you a
‘wider berth? -You know' whot 1

.mean, like when jourc walklng

dav-n lbe slml and see an obvious:
Iy o t act-

Ing erratically, you give him space,
right? You move over..

It my theory doesn't grab you,
then think of the alternatives. In-
difference, apathy, laziness, Igno-

rance. Which would you prefer,

* perhaps apathetle Indlfference? Do

you think the Detrolt arca driver
cares so little for his own lfe, let

-alone that of hls {ellow driver, that

it matters not ono whit if they kil

someone by thelr negilgence?
:Lazlness? Are the drivers In

southeast Michlgan so unmotivated

and shiftless that they can't be

bolhcred to 1lit that lever?
Ignorance? Is it possible- that

" they don't know what the signal Ls
“for?

ducing - Transition, ‘1 "average 90 -.
miles a day on' this arca’s high-
ways. . It's a rare day. that doesn't’

s GBI'TING to Ll\e polnt that
on the rare occasion a driver actu-
ally uses a turn slgnal, I don't trust
it'1 hang back like a scared rabblt
or punch the aceelerator and zoom
past the point of uncertalnty.

.*No, I think the theory hoids mer-
it. Maybe it .is fear that drives
them to drive In this way, Maybe It

“is'a curlous Detroit survival tactic.

Perhaps it is this population’s fear
of crack, erime and carjackings
and the growing leglons of those
who would “work- for food” that
forces these motorists to ercct a
wa;laul unpredlcuhlllty Keepitall
at

y.
1d ke lﬂ get these thoughts out
of my head. 1 have to know now!
Tell’ me quick, What is It about

.metro Delroit drivers anyway?

Jeff Miller, a Southfield resi-
dent, is executive produccr and
host of Transition, nmno at 8:30

“ant. Saturdays on WXON-TV-
20 and at 7 p.m. on Mondaps and
™

an Conti; t Cable, |,

For the. discriminating
person’ requiring an
clegant environment,
Overlooking two beauti-
ful lakes. Twelve other .
Locatlons from Petoskey
to Detroit and Florida,

"we Care” W are
comyuitied 10 the wdl

" beng of each of our

residents. A first

. Apaftment living in 4

Skilled Nursing Facilly.

'B‘ort'zv
Health Care_ :

Family owned and operated for over 33 }w.rs.
Medicare' approved.

6470 Alden Drive, Orchard lake'

" Call 363-4121 for our imousiae to pick jou”
- up for a personal tour of our facility. *




