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practice at Roeper City and Country School
in Birmingham is Aliya Pasik of West Bloom-

Showing her nhnr;; ‘stutf during - fencing

STEPHEN CANTRELL/staH photograptes

flcld, who says the aport Is boih phyuicnlly
and menially challenging.

By Grog Kowalekl
sintl writer

What do Neil Diamend, Loni Anderson, Hobert Red-
ford and Gene Wilder-have to do with Rocper City and
Country Schonl?

Nothing really, except they ace former fencers,
Fengers as in sword wiclders. And Roeper has one of
the finest — and last — schoal fenclng programs
around.

115 fencers are so good, in fact, that several qualified
la campete Yast month in the Junior Olympics In Kan-
sas City, Mo.

Rbcpcr s Junior Olympians were Michacl McCune of
Hirmingham, Under-20 Men'’s Saber Division; Allya Pa-
sik of West Dloomfield, Under-20 Women's Foll and
Under-17 Women's Fol); Jeftrey Cousens of Southfleld,
Under-20 Men's Foll and Under-17 Men's Foll; and El-
lice Osborn of Oxford, Under-17 Women’s Foil, Under
1% Women's Foil and Under 13 Women’s Fojt.

Braden Ruddy of Royal Qak qualified [or the Junior
Olympits but was unable 10 attend.

EPER'S THADITION of fencing goes back.ta the
nd has produced a humber of champion fencers
including Ann Marsh who won a gold medal in the Pan
Amcrican games in 1991 and 1s ranked a No. 1 funior
fencer. She is now competing %o the b\‘urld Cup games
In Italy.

Another Rocper graduate, Rob Conway from Flint, is

Cthe topped ranked funior-fencer in the United States,

lie won a silver medal at the Junior Olympics and.is
now a member of the Columbia University fenclog
squad. Frank Oshorn, another.Rocper graduate, s
ranked No. 8 (n Men's Foil and is also now participat-
ing in the World Cup games In Italy. .

Over the years, some of the finest fepcing coachcs n
the world have taught at Roeper, including Istvan
P'anosi, a Hungartan who escaped froim that- cnunlry
Llul'lnﬁ, ¢ the 3956 revolution against the communls\s

I think it (Rocper) has an excellent’ program,” said

Bonnie Topper, who is with the Michlgan Division of -

the United States Feneing Associalion.

“IT IS ONE OF the Iew schools that goes beynnd
offering the basics,” she said.

Fencing, she explained, is a classic form of athleties -

with a tradition that dates back centuries. It combines

mental alertness umx top physical coordination andl.

strength.

Unlike other spurw fencers often start, studying
fencing while very young, even-at age 3 and many con-
1inue into their 70s.

Cousens has been fencing for nearly three years. “It's

dl\lcrvm.unlqum e sald, Unlike a team sport, fencers

have only themselves to rely on.
“You have to make your hands move and make ov-
erything move together,” he said,
‘A sophomore, Cousens said he plans 1o continue fenc-
Ing when he goesto college.
McCune also'will continue fencing.-at Columbla Unl-

"versity next school year.

“IT'S MORE OF an individual sport,” said MeCune.

Hu likéned fencing 1o a physical chess game, Style and |

movement are critieal bul so is planning strategy |n
tace'an opponent.
“It's not only a physical sport. IU's a mental chal-

er fencers prove point about sport

STEPHEN CANT r\ELu»u H photographer

Weast Bloomlield's Allyu Pnllk, o junior at

Roeper City and Country School in Blrming-

ham, now has plenty of fencing experience to

go wilh her sword and shield, She recently

competed In the Junior Olymplcn held in Kan-.
sas Clly, Mo.

lenge.” said Pasik, o junlor who also plam to continue
tencing in college, -

Many of the Roeper fencersbegin slnd,lng in the
fourth grade, and the )nnngubrs demunslrn\c ndmlra
blc agility.

- 'And they're, serlous-about thelr sport: /nhlelic direc- *
tor Ernle” Righettt said the fencers usually practice
three times a wéek for an hour to 80 mlnutu Many

-.then go other fencing clubs to practice.

But one problem they're faclng s, Hndlng competi-
tion. Several schools that once had fencing programs
have dropped them, making cnmlng up wllh opponans
a new challenge 10 the spoct.” -

That's gne reason the Junior Olymplu are special,
They, officially are- not related the the Internationat
Olgmipies that were televised ln recent weeks.

Junior Olymples are divided Into categarics of age 11
and under, 13 and under, 15 and under; 17 nnd \mdl’r.
and 20 and under.

They are the highest level of compcuuon lor (cncers
in the USFA, and the top three tinishers In cach catego-
ry are eligiblé to représent the United States’[n World
Cup meets, Those are a step away from the Internation:
al Olympics.

J

Feds file ad
’,agamst H|I‘l

"By-Joanno Mallszowsk|
staft writor

‘A'21-yedr-old Farmington Hls gun butf taces addi-
tional fetony firearms charges as the result of o second
federat geand Jury Indictment handed down Wednesday,

The, indictment against Brian Oscar Lang charges
hisn with une
registered firearms and destructive devices,

The . Indictment, which supercedes the first Indict-
ment, includes ecight counts that were in the Feb, 11
indictment as.well as five additional caunts charging
Lang manufactured several of the flrearms and de-
structive devices noted In the first indictment, said as-
sistant U.S. Attorney G. Gregory Schuetz,

“THIS IS manufaciured. That's a little lrwung on the,
cake," said Lang's attorney, Seymour Posner.

The fircarms and destructive devlces the Indictment
alleges Lang made Include two silencers, 23 pipe bambs,
11- explosive deviees made (rom carbon dloxide com-
pressed gas cylinders, threo pipe bombs attached. to
wooden dowels, and au explosive deviee mndc from a
.223-callber cartricge casing.

H Lang is canvicted on all 13 counts, he lacu a maxi-
mum sentence of up to 130 years in-prison and a flne of
$3.2milllon,

THE ORIGINAL indictment against Lang states that
he “knowingly possessed several fircarms and destrue.
tlve devices that were not registered to hlm ; . . ln vio-
lation of federal law.”

The Indictment stems from the Feb, 11, 1991, rn\d on'
2 house on Brinrcrest Strcet In Franklln Knolls, south of
14 Mile, east of Northwestern Higiway, where Lang re-
portedly lives with his family.

Though the Lang's tria) is scheduled for Aprll 8,
Posner says he plans to have W adjourned, He also plans
10 file o ntotlon to have a scarch warrant quashed. That
warrant was uscd to gel Into Lang's house based on

C'ville restricts

ded charge
s gun buff

ln!urmatibn that Lang planned to snll a s_emlaulumauc

weapon, That-weapon, according to police and federal
- Bureau_of Alcoho), Tobacco and Flrearms, was sup-

p(m:d tobe rcglslcrcd with lhe federal govcmmcnl. !

"POSNER CLAI\IS altof lang s selzv:d wcapons were
rifles

nced only be reglslcrtd wlth the state, Posner sald,

* ltems seized In the ratd and noted In the indictment
include: one Uzi semiautomatic assault rifle with a
shortened barrel: one nine-millimeter semiautomatic
pisto] medified with a vertical forward pistol grip; two
silencers; 29 ‘pipe bombs constructed from polyvinyl
chloride pipes and Pyredex explosive; three PVC pipe
bumbs attached 1o wooden dowels: onc explosive device
construcied: from a .223-caliber cartridge casing and
gunpowder; and components used {n cvnsirucung an op-

" erationa) hand grmadu

THE 1991 raid came during last year's F‘cyslnn Guit
'al

L

Immcdl:uuly after the rald. Lang was charged with
possessing an unreglstered short-barrel Uzl ritle.

fosner says he plans to defend Lang by saying Lang
used'the weapons conliscated for palnt war games, also
known as splatter-ball,

“according to my cllent, the guns were registered,
the silencers were made of plastie and the expwsl\ts
were things he made to use iy paint war games," Posner
said. ‘

Unrelated ta the weapons sclzure, Lang also was
charged with receiving and concealing stolen property
of more than $100, a-fclony, in conncctlon with two
scanner radios police say were stolen from the Detroit
Board of Educatlon offices,

Lang posted 10 percent of a $100,000 bond in March,
1991, aiter Posner got the bond reduced from $1 mll-
tion, The recelving and concealing charge has not yet
been scheduled for trlal.  ° .

felon program

By Marlo Chestney
siaff wrlter

Those convicted of peity larcenles
will po longer be allowed to wark
wecekends in the Clareaceville School
Distrlet.

Problems encountered with - the
16th Distrlet Court's volunteer work
program had forced district olficials
10 question whether they should con-
tlnue thelr threc-year involvement.
Convicted felons opt 1o work week-

ends in the program §n Livonla-.

trather than golng to jall.

The t6lh Disteict Court’ serves
Livonla. Clarenceviile includes
northeast Livonls, southeast Farm-
tngton Hills and nnrlhmgl_ﬂcdford.

THE CLARENCEVILLE Board of

Education Thursday approved a list
of resirictions to tighten the way In
which the program is run.

The restrictions come §n’ lleu of
ending the program, which district
officlals had considered dolng after
news of several incidents surfaced.

In the past, workers Included sho-

‘plmcﬂ and other minor felons. Now,
«the district only will allow people

convicted of driving offenses to work
in Clarenceville schools,

“It did’ not please me to find it
necessary to terminate the velunteer
work program In the Clarenceville
School District,” Superintendent Da-
vld Kamish wrote 16th Distriet
Court probation dlrector James
Burke ln a Feb. 25 letter.

"As we have Indicated In the past,
this program bas been very benefi-

cial for both partles. flowever, I did
fecl that It was necessary that we
address concerns presented prior to
cantinulng with business as usual.”

Incldents that have occurred
range from the painting of a jacket
10 a missing checkbook.

HBESIDES LIMITING the program
1o driving convictlons, the trustces
also set the following, rules the court
must adhere to in arder for
Clarenceville to continue to partlci-
pate:

® There must be anc supervisor
assigned to overy eight workery in-
side a bullding. For outside workers,
the ratio is 1-to-12;
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