Michael Duggan, deputy Wayne
County exccutive and SMART'S new
(nterlm  gencral  manager, has
pledged that in two wecks, union and
management will present a plan to
the SMART board that reduces costs
and averts the March 27 service re-
duction date.

SMART is the Suburhan Mobility
Authority fur Rteglenal Transporta-
Alon, .

LAt a special moeeting of thg
SMART board Feb. 27, unlon leaders
pledged support for the appointment
of Duggan, the cost-cuttlng of transit
operatlons cost andumerger of the D-
DOT and SMART systems,

Each union leader spoke hefore

. the board and cojnmitted to working -
with the board to solve, the shori. *

term and long-term -problems of
SMART. .o
very goed day.for. pub-

‘lle"translt in southcastern Michigan, *

For the first.1lme in recent history,

we have labor ‘and management
working (ogether. "in addition, we
have the Michigan Legisiature, the
mayor of the City af Detroit, the
Greater Delroit Chamber of Com-
meree, the news medla, government
and civic tedders - alf agrecing to
work on’a long-term transit plan
that works,” said Matt * Wirgan,

chairman of the board of directors:

and a Troy resldent. .

Duggan stated that he and the
board wlll contlnue to work logether
wilh ‘the SMART staf{, union ofti
clals and Detroit Mayor Coleman A.
Young to provide an efficlent and ef-
feclive reglonal transit sysiem to the
residents in the tri-county-area. .

Duggan ‘resigned Thursday as the
vice chaleman of the SMART board.
He had served on the SMART board
since 1989 when the authority was
reorganized. " - .

* The SMART board of directors are
chalrman Wlrgau, Oakland County;

Re-entéring the singles world

Divorced pgople often hold back
on re-entry into the soclal arena, and
a workshop from the Qakland Uni- «
versily Contlnuum Center will ex-
plore why. “How to be Single After a
Divorce” will be presented on Tues-
days, March 3, 10,-17 and 24, 7-10-
pam.,.al the Biemingham: Unitarian
Church. R .

Communications Speclalist Barba:
raHalpern, MA, will Jead this candid’
} * tour-scssion explarailon of the sensi-
|
|
:

|
|
|
|

tive fssucs that surround belsg single
again. The program will-focus on the'
importance of malntalning a tove re-
lationship with self before building
one with another. :

Partlcipants, will Jook at w;nys to -

avoid previoys paltcrm..’l‘hiy will

examine ways to’ keep self-esteem”

intact to move on with life, whatever
thedecisions. .
Other workshop topics inelude
how ta deal with family, including
kids, parenls ‘and ex-mate, when a
new ‘relationshlp beglas. It speclfi-

cally explores conflict that can de: -

velop with childegn. ..

*The {ce, is-$75; MasterCard/VISA
acvepted. Call
March 2 1o register. . .
- The Cantinuurmi-Center Is part of
the School of chu:nlh\q and Human
Sers i 4 and speclalizestin programs

‘ol personal enrichinent and profes-

sional development,
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vite chairman Patrick Johnson, Ma-
comb County Board of Commission-
ers, Edward McNamara, Wayne
‘County Executive, Daniet Murphy,
Oakland Cofinly Executive; - John
Funk, Monroe County Board of-Com-
missioners; Mark Stecnbergh, Ma-
comb County Board of Commission-
ers, Wyandotie Mayor James DeSa-
na (alternate), Wayne County, floyce
Maniko (alternate), Monroe County
Planning Depariment; and JeanWil-
foughby {alivrnate), Gaktand County.

Duggan takes aver managegent
of the SMART operations [ollﬂwllig
the surprise resignation last week of
acting general manager James Aboe.

Wirgau, chairman of the board of
SMANT, said he was surprised by
Aho's resignation but he disputed

charges that area.jeaders are using

transit riders as pawns in a polilcal
. hattle, .
Wirgau said the SMART board i3

“looking at every opllon to malmain’

service and avert a shutdown on

. March 277 Bul-he added that the.’

board Is reluciuant (o accept another’
Band:Aid solution. . £
* “It's time to put partisan biases
aside and work together.to form a
regional transporiation agency -un-
‘der reglonal control properly funded
by some sort of dedicated revenue,”
said Wirgau.

“SMART and before it SEMTA has

. been a petitical-football for the last

20°years it's time 10 put in place a
long-erm solutlon’ that “works, he
said; . > -
Wirgaw_said the SMART board ‘is
worklpg toward a” long-term ‘solu-
tlon. The board's actlons include
talking Lo the state about fundipg ve-
hicle lability and worker compensa-
tion, culting labor.costs and creating
a_new- autonomous agency by a
board represented by the three coon-
ties and the city of Detroit funded ln
an eyuitable manner, :
The' financlaliy-plagued Suburban
Mobitity  Authority ~ for . Reglonal

Transportation which secks a merg- ...

er ‘with the Detrolt Department of
Transportation, ~* - s
Coleman Young in-d letier issugd
Jast week sald: "The city of Detrolt
Is ready, and has always been ready,
to devclop a reglonal transportation
‘system for Southeast Michlgan.

03, a5k 29001 O
its a'teacy helsed
« 3

by’ Otfer

WELGHT WAYCHERS CENTER
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EUggah; unions pledge to keep 'busés

All thal we have asked iy that
other units of government in the re-
gon' No. 1 - demonstrate a witling-

ness to come up with a transporta.’

tin subsidy in the same way lhe
City of Detroit subsidizes the Detroilt
Department of Transportation, No. 2
- pruvide for a more equitable distzl-
bulten of federal and state money
detween D-DOT and the resi of the
reglon, based on the amount of ser-
vices provided, and No. 3 - provide
for a system of cquitable representa-
tion, again, based on the amount of

services provided with@ the sys-

tem.”
The Greater Detroit Chamber of
- Commerce board of dlrectors has
asked the Michigan Legistature to
intervene 1o prevent the shutdown of
SMART's suburban transportation
services. ..

“To provide-the resources neces:
sary for the temporary continuation
of suburban transportation services
we ask that legislaUive actlon be tak-

« en authorlzing the use of an cstimat-
ed $10 million overpayment - in

SMART Pension Funds and a change,

In SMART's current {lscal year
which would add another 34 million.

“Finally, we urge leglstative au-
thority to allow h

iy 1

R

_urban transportation services have  lwn under SEMTA, has dwindled Ly
been cut by an estimated 40 percent, 350000 while the SMART operating
with commuter rail service abun- o budgel bas rnisen o $52 mllton.
doned entirely SMART has no taxing authority of

Rudership, once more than (2 myl- 3B own

Retirement Planning
Workshop.

Topics to be discussed:

e Bvaluating current tax alternatives
available for a retirement distribution

« Developing a sound retirement
investment portfolio

* How retirement could impact your social
seeurity income ’ : :

* Planning your estate through
Wills and Trusts

Join us at one of our free seminars.

to levy a local, dedicated source of
+ revenue to support a regional public

 transportation system." the chambér
fetter stated, . - R
Recent audits Indicate the SMART
employec pension fund is overfunded
. by some $10 mllllon — a sign, some
say, of Just haw badly managed, re-
glonal transportation has been,
SMART's {lnanclal problems are

caused hy declining state and federal -

revenue = Including state gas tax
money —- and” dwindling ridership,
Wirgausald, .

- Though It would -take approval
{rom the'state Legistature, lapplng

the pension fund’ would more ihan *

cancel SMART'® announced $6.7 mil-
lion défjcit. Lo

"-SMART’s problems aren’t new, ‘A
decade.ago, the Southeast Michigan
Transportation Authority
SMART's predecessor — began’cut-
ting services:in the face of a.pro-

jected $4.2-milllon’ deficit. Total sub- .
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No hoses! No machines!

Livonia X
Saturday, March 7, $:00 AM. - 1:00 PM.
Livonia Civie

Time:

- Place: ey :

. ‘ . - Warren

© Pimer Suturday, Mareh 39:00 AM. 100 PM.
R Van Dyke Park Hotel- :
I . 31800 Van Dyke . -

Specialists in the Finaneial, Income-'
Social Seeurity and Estate Planning arcas
ixsues that are'crucual to'your retirenent nevds.

Spenkers
o . L Gary W, Jba
L Ve D nt N extens:
L Retk Planniry Coordinator,

Doreen Benpon .~ 7
St Socurits Adnfuistration .

‘For reservations call Tom Aubrey at ¥
(313) 851-1001 or (800) 533-1407.
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Your ex-boyfriend-is sceing a 22-year old.
But the new spring fashions are in at Somersel.
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