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- 81aff writers

The downaizing of Genera) Motors, lncludlng
the recent announcement. of the loss of 9,100
Michigan jobs due to plant closings, may ap-
pear 10 have Nttle direel impact on the Farm- *
ington area.

But business peaple, econ-

omists and others say the Impact

cuts are -bound to trickic SERETITIN

down to everyone. They dis- - B SI.IBLI[IIS.

agree, however, on just hnw

bad the Impact will be, The shrinking
“It's kind of llke a

snowfall or raln- effect,”
sald Sen. Jack Faxonm, D-
Hilts, “When It

EET FARMI‘NOTON'S
‘ says Phyills Hown'd.
,‘acting director of tha
nrgnn!znlun ‘which "helps . the
-area’s noed;
,Nelghborhood ‘House bas & new
| address {in the Ten Mile School,
/30418 " Shiawassee) ‘and’ 8. new,
phone number (474-7580), but the
! goal Is stlll the same; N
-} "Qur goal Is (o meet the com-
» munlty’s peeds efficlently and of-
-fectively wilbout dupllcauns m\-
“vices,” llownrd sald.”
A mecllnz. which will “re-im
House

. day,’
llllh City ﬂnll 11 Mile and Ore-
)mn'l l.nke]!.onzL : -

HEBLOOD wlll bn ﬂnw.
Ing " —- at’.Jeast  the’
American - Red - ‘Cross
" hopes_ it will ‘—- when
the Bloodmobile v;vmil %Im

W0
MMAJ& ey

unhy March 7, .the
Bloodmobile' will be at.the -An--
.tloch Lutheran church,’33301' W,
13:Mlle' Road, *Farmington, Hills
e,  Ghyosha
polatment rge [e}) w
at $53-2918,
- Two weeky. later, on Salurday,
March 21, the bloodletting will
,shml.nlha Americon Legion Post
:No." ‘346, 31775 'Grand -Rlver,
. Fannlnxton, from 1-7 p.m. Denny.
usselman ls” taking tppolnt-
.m:anuHWS. .

UZANNE SCHMIDT, who
was - Suzaone McPesk
when she graduated from
Farmlngten -High School

«In 1972, has been making quite a
name for heraeld io Ohlo as
-ant presecutor In Greene Counly.

Schmidt was recently honored
by the Ohlo Prosecuting Attor-
neys Assoctation for her work in
proseciting the high-profile No-
vaferon securitles fraud case. An
lavestigation- led by Schmildt re-
“sulted in muliiple convictions in
1990 of two Ohlo men for their
roles in the investment scheme,
which lavolved nur!y 400 people
and ghout $8

Schmidt has be:n lxsl:tlnl
seculor in Greene Counly,

ralns upsucam, you get it
down here.”
But he doesn't bcllcve the impact will be n: X

bad here as In mozge heavily dlue collar com-
munlties.

“People In our area tend to be stockholders,
Peopte in our arca tend to be business people,
They view the declslon in terms of what's best
for business. They wan{ the company to sur-
vive,” Faxon continued,

"They won't second-guess what the head of
the company wants to do to keep the company

° golng."

'ECONOMICS “PROFESSOR " at Qakland
Community Callege's Oréhard Ridge Campus

- and Farmington Hills restdent C.J. Austermilt-
er.disagrees, He belleves the impact could be -
““trémendous” on this arca in the long run. -

“If there are fewer fobs, there’s a smaller.

market for people to sell thelr goods and ser-

vices," he sald. “It's what they call the mulll-
plier cffect — it rolls out and snowballs.”

He-added: “T'm.not suggesting we're gnlng

ta return to the Great Depression, but the news
is ndt good for Michlgan.” - -

In December, General Motors announced a

- downslzing which would close 21 plunts in the |
next several years, and ptans to cut their white,

collar workforce through: retirement incen-
tives and attrllon, :

After postlng a-record $4.5 bllilon loss last
month, GM marked four Michigan plants and
11 natlonwlde, for closing. The move is expect-
ed to Kile 9,100 workers here and 16,000 across
the country beglnning this year through 1995,

The GM loss was the largest ycnrl) -defieit
In U.S. corporate history.

Barbara Weber, a corporate travet ngent
with the Uniglobe Agency in Farhington Hills
satd business there is being affected twofold:
both by arca layolfs and alrfares. Many re-
glonal business travelers arc opting to drive to
places llke Dayten Instead of {ly in order to

V|| Opinions vary on impact of closings

save a buck, she sald. She believes the GM cuts
are a big part of the problem.
“It's definitely affected the whole econo-
she said. “T Lhink It's the whole auto
lhlng it we don't take carc of ourselves (by

- buying American cars), we're all golng to be In

trouhle. Tt falls all the way down the line.”

TIIE FARMINGTON arca won't be affected
In the same way as Ypsilanti or other cities
where & closing GM plant Ls located.

Bul the area will be affecied. Revenue loss-
es at.in-formula schoo) districts will be made
up by out-of-formula distrlets, such as Farm-
ington, sald Republican state Rep, Jan Dolan
of Farmington Hills.

“And that puts the problem on the out-of-
formula dnsmcu wheo will get caught,” Dolan
sald
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dlvision now [ sta writer

it's that time of year when Farm-

Old stone
unearths
family’s

| Ihistory

By Joanno Maliszowsk!
sta!f writer

“Today it looks out of place slit-
ting amid the colonial houses in
Bridle Hills subdivision. But the
large tombstone s sure to remind
homeowners they aren't the flrst
to grace the acreage on Inksier
Road, between Nine Mile and 10
Mile. -

“This is a historical record,”
sald Charles Martinez, an archae-
ologlst and operations manager
for the Oakland County Pioncer
and Historlcal Socicty. "It's nlee
to go hack 1o once upon a time
and the way [twas., . . ."

While dlgglng up part of the

's arca for

1920, She recelved a

degree from Marquetta Unlvers!-
ty In Mitlwaukee in 1976 and a law
degree from -the University- of
Dayton-in 1978, She lives ln Xe-.
nin, .Ohlo, - with Ia:r huﬂnnd,
.hmu
dnughu:r.

dralnage work lale last year,
workers unearthed a portion of
what's belicved to have been a
very large, possibly marbdle,
tombstoene,

“Whether or not it is displaced
or that is its origlnal place, we
don't_know,” sald Tom Blasell,
Farmington Hills public services
dlrector, addlng that the Jand has
been tilled and torn up so much
since Iis days as a farm.

Silll, there's a lot that makes
sense about finding a tombstone
bearing the name of” Catherino -
Dohany, who died [n 1863,

The name should be ‘recognlze
able. Her great-grandson ks Hugh
Dohany, Oakland County treasur-
er. And the land where the monu-
ment was accldentally exhumed
is the former more than 208-acre

Awhaniogllt Charles . Martinez,

ington and Farmington Hills proper-
Ly owners usually feel a little empty
— cspeclatly when they think of
their property tax assesscments.
But that empiy feeling this year
could be because you're probably..
part of the majority that has not
‘received the usual property 1ax as-
sessinent notlce. No need to-worry.
‘That's the result of the cne-year as-
sessment {reeze now in effect.
“Whatevey rour assessmenl was
last year it w1 be this year,” sniu
Dean Babb, #armington Hills asses.
sor. “Unless you are-one of the ex-
cepted classes, you're frozen.”
- Some of you, howevelr, may have
gottén your notice. That means you
are in"ohe of lhe cxcepted classes
that aren't affected by the frecze. In-
ciuded are property splits or proper-
ty combinatlons, property changes
with a new construction, such as
adding a2 deck or swimming pool,
and property changes with Josses,
such as fire or {i)ling {n a swimming
poo
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ing o uncarthed In the commons
for d County Plonoer and arca ol Brldlo Hilla subdivision.
Historical Soclely. dusis off the carved lettor-
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Classifieds Work!
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art, o(
‘the Fumlngtcn Red Cross Drive,
announced llnl :$402.04:had')
 week of

-
3 1he 1952 FI::H’:gandy vlﬂnl&
show,.presenf{ed annually by _the
Farm!nzwn leeee&

* Htents fe Faminawn Focus
mau be matled.to ithe Farm~
~ington Observer, 21898 Farm-

Downtown development turns new corner

‘Tuesday’s meetlng. “We will equally miss both of
you — we certalnly look for your Input,” Helnrich

By Casoy Hans
ataft wrltor

trick, wiit serve as the board's vice president and
Clty Manager Robert Deadman will continve to

'8 Dy Dy

ent teadershlp and a new set of challenges.

Mélmbnnk president Robert Heinrich takes the

inalan Rond Farmi
> or-'dro, q!f i

"newspaperoffice. ..

p tive on Lhe DDA board, Robert Fitzpa-

Fi Authort-
ty will begin ity fiscal year with new faces, dlffer-

of the DDA, & rols he sald he
wauid wllllngly accept for one year. The citizen

serve in the role of board secretary.

The DDA board elected officers 'l\u:d-y during

its annual meeting.

1 tee) very grateful (o be in this postion,” Hein-
rich sald. He also lauded the work of outgolng
DDA presldent Harry Wingerter and vice presi-
dent Greg ffohler, both of whom resigned their
scats on the DDA In the past month but attended

added.

strugglo In the coming years,

struggling business,

Hohler warned the board that it faced on uphill

“IUs not business ns usual out there anymom."
sald Hohler; the owner of the Civic Theatre.who |
reslgned his seat to- pay close attention, to his

YOU BET!
When THOMPSON-BROWN
placed thoir OKE Help Wanled
adu for an erccutlve asslstani,
they didn't expeet what they
recelved...
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