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Special Olymp‘_‘io_ Coaches tops in-county

o by Cosay Hons
L staft weiter

- ' SPECIAL kind of athletic program brings'a
A sense vf pride to students in Sue Kiss:

inger's and Mike Todorov's classrooms
“at Farmington High School.
As special education teachers and Special

.Olympic cvoaches in the Farmington Puyblic

Schools, they see Increased teamwork, seli-es-
teem and students who géi: along much-better.

. . Bothi teach in the South Oakland Skll} Center, a°
county center, program based at Farmington High -
where.ahout 40-high school-age students’with.a ..

wide range of Impalrmcnu )cnrn hnw to live pm
ductive lives. y
Students atiend the SOSC from lhmughnul Oak-
Iand County and most participate in dne or more
of a dozen Special” Olympics sports  offered
through the all-volunteer Farmington progeam. |
Todorov said coaching the year-round sp«ru

- program allows students to See him in a differept

light, They also see ﬂnolhcr side nf each olhcr In
the classroom.. .

“The carryover'(lnte Ihe classroom) hs lncrcdl-
he said. "They look at you not Just as'a
teacher, but asa corch too. |

“I'd like 10 see the program continué to grow

and build at the other end — maybe they can be -
- eight weeks of tralning for their_sport, and even |°

coaches themselves, This thing has evolved —
we're just waiting to sccw,cre It will go next.”

THE TWO 'rucncns were recently named'

the 1992 Qutstanding Coaches by Oakland County
Spuecial Olymplies because. of the extensive pro-
" gram they have built fiefe in  Farmington, It is the'

Tirst 1ime two coaches havé- received the award .

1ogether. .

“It's_probably - the premicr prngrnm in- the
stale,” added Gary Gafiner, a speclal cducation:
principal for the Farmington distriet and.the
- president. of - Michigan Special Olympics. "'nley

are really outstanding: They wark well together,”

Special Olymples has:grown up with other spe-:

cla) edécation programs, where an effort'ls now -
made to keep students mixing wlth thelr peers In-
school as much as ‘possible.’ Kissinger sald the.
Spectal Olympics program has grown from the -
. added. “We've had so much support. The school

ariginat "field day™ of events’with about 15 kids,
where the rules were bent bccause of the panlcl-
pants’ impairments.

“I ¢an remember nmnlng a lrnck meet back in
the 1970s™. . . with-a budget of $100,” Gaifner
added, . s -

Today, Special Olympic athletes eve}ywhére
{ollow the same rules as al)-athletes, go through

compete at Farmington High “with some in<
tramural teams. Some speclal athictes also play
on regular school teams.

“The level of competition has just complclcly
gone from a playground kind of thing to real so-
phmlcated mmpclltlon." Gaffner added.

ABOUT mn ﬂudcnu from Pnglmnl the dis-
trict, ranging from ages eight (b 26, partlcipate In
the Special Olymples, Including the 40 who attend
SOSC at Farmlngton High. An alumni chapter of

pecial ‘Olymples keeps graduates active in all

'lyycs of athletics, and keeps parenu lnvolvcd as

well. .
* "“Parents have rcally boughl into It" Galfner
added. “They've become very proud of lhcir klds.
Ilulorlcally. that wasn't really the case.”

The program “has been wonderful” Kissinger

has been so‘aceeptli of the kids.” .
Several years ago, Farmington High was one of

“the first schools In the country to.award varsity

letiers 10 Special Olymplans, and a number of stu-
dents now proudly wear letter jackets,

pallce/flre calls

Listed below are some nf lhc
Farmington-arca police inci-
dents, fire culls and court cases
* reported during the past weck:

RING STOLEN .
Z A woman's diamond ring valied
“at $1,000 was reported stolen by a
.gustomer a1 Kohl's  department
store; 30150 Grand Rlver, according
la a Farmington Hills pollce repart.
7 A Sé-ycar-old employee at the
Jewelry counter told police she was
showing a man a ring he said he
‘wanted 1o buy for hls gleifriend. The
than then grabbed the ring and ran
out of the cast door of the store, po-
lice said,

While ‘outside of the store, a 25-

soumhound nlnng lhcshnpylng plaza,
saw the man getinto what [s be-
tieved to be a 1976 -Qldsmoblle. The
Livonia . man . followed the car

-through the lot and left onto Nsnc
' Mile, according to

police. -
The black man !: described as 25-

+.30 years old, 6 fee1-3 inches tall and

220 pounds. The ring had two rows of
diamonds, according ta the report.

® THEFTS REPORTED

Approximately $3,500 cash, a tebe-
vision, VCR, 400 CDs, 25 video tapes.
telefacsimile machine, copy ma-
chine and jewclry valued at $25,425
were reported stolen from a house
on'Rabinson, Feb. 29-March 1.

A color television, VCR, four
rings: carrings and iwo necklaces

" stolen from a storage shed at Len

valued - at” §6,375, were reporied
.stolen from .1 house on’. Inkster,
" March 1.

*A - cashmere © Jacket. valued at ;-
. $1,200 was teporied stolen from a
walting reom In an-olflce at 30340
Norlhwestern Highway, Feb. 28,

A back. massager, two home ther- .
mostats and a telefacsimlie machine-
valued a1 $1,329 were, reported. -

Nelson Associates, 27600 Fumlng- :
ton, Feb, 2428, )
1\|1;aruxlmawly $500 cash was re-
ported stolen from the purse of a

school bus driver, Feb. 27,

Two tape decks valned at $1,000
vere teported -stolen from a 1990
at Perfect Life, 31225 Orchard
uad, Feb. 29.
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SAVE BIG!

That’s right . . . FLAME

year-old Llvonla man who was

FURNACE is offering their
_ B energy efficient Bryant
I ; o \ Model 593 Air Conditioners:
military news . . ! * with a S.E.E.R. rating of 10.0
————— at fantastic savings. All of
Cadet Mark Mitchell of Farming- Flome's air -conditioners
L o e By 2 Federal eneroy
the US. Air Force Academy, Colora- Efficiency Requirements.
do Springs, Calo, and are backed with the
fontastic Flame Furnace
Warranty, including two full
years parts and service and
a 5 year limited compressor
warranty, including FREE
Labor from Flame. We follow
all refrigerant  recovery
guidelines.

To be named 1o the list, cadets
must have a 3.0 or greater milllary
performance average at the end of
1he spring or fall semester.
itchell 1s a 1990 graduate of
Farmington High School.

If you have mititary news with
a Farmington arca connection,
send’ it to! Military News, Farm.
mngton Qbserver, 21898 Farming-
tont Road, Farmington 48336,

FREE ESTIMATES
EASY FINANCING

mmm@
Installed for as Iow as $ 1 550 00

FILIA|MIE

FURNACE COMPANY SINCE 1949

DETROIT WARREN THOV
527-1700 574-1070 524-1700
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, ) A tax,ng encoun ter . smnDN LeMIEUX/statt phologrepie

. .
2| Irls end John Milltelle of Farmington Hills  citizena this year, said John Antonllll, anoth-
::| get thelr income taxes prepared lor free by er preparer. “l. enjoy helping people and |
Kon Mifliken {toft) of the like with figures,” he says. Propar-
tion of Retired Perscns at the Mercy Center,  ors are trained by the RS,

The AARP provided tax help to 687 ‘acnior

LIVONIA
427-1700 _




