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Fitty Cents

. want access,” sald Ma

Pubiic ‘eatmg up’ phone numbers

By Joanna Maliszewsk(
sta!f writer

growing lack of themn — is bebind a proposal o
split the 313 :m:n code by 1994, That means
3

Remember the days when it took only one
tclephone number to reach you?Those days are
over, Now samcone has to call your beeper,
your car phone, your work or home phone —
nat to mention the second phone ling at home,

“It's the cholces people have made. They
Jo Fifarek, Michigan
Bell public relatlons director, “Multlply every-
one by a factor of 2-3 and that's how many,

phone numbers you have. We are_eating up-

numbers at an incredible rate.”

F Hills - would
recelve a ncw nrcn code. If the recommenda-
tion Is approved.

"At'this moment I’s not a concrete, finallzed
plan,” Fifarck said. In carly summer a citizens
committee, which-has been studying the pro-
posal, wlll make a recommendation to Michi-
gan Bell. That recommendatlon vill be passed
on for approval by Bell Communications Re-
search In New Jersey, which “is lhc kcepcr of
the numbers,” Flfarck sahi

for .Ml:hlgnn slnce codes were introduced in
1847 — would be based on regions. The current
313 arca code would be divided Into regions
north and south of Eight Mlle Hoad, Communl-
ties such as Detrolt would malstain the 313
code. Farmington, Farmington Hills, and Troy,
for example, would get the new code, which

"Michlgan Bell has not released.

Michigan Bell has about 3.5 ml)llon cuxlumA
ers’In Michtgan., About 1.4 million of them
would receive the new area code. Splitting the
area code would add about § milllon possible
numbers to the.13 countics .around Detroit
without affecting service or, rates, sald Michi-
gan Bell spokesman Dean Hovey.

No one nxpccu a new arca codc — It ll
should occur — {0 take. effect” without a
wimper, Michigan Bell' expects to notify the
public well in ndvancn should a new area code

added.

“Inilially, change Is dltllcu!t for cvcryone.
Fifarck said. “Change is never easy.'

Farminglon Hills City Mannger William
Costick doesn’t see the potential area code
change as a hig deal, “It’s just a matter of llme
and everyone will get used to it

Farmington City Manager Robert Dc:ndmnn
compares an arca code change to the pbnngu .

‘The number of phona numbers — or the

IF APPROVED, a new area code — the first

OW LUCKY .are those
who have. Patti’
Trombley for a nelgh-
bor. The Farmin;

Hills woman.saw a nelghbor in
need recently and aclcd quickly
tohelp.. .

The ‘nelghbor’s inlalll needed
medical treatment In Maryland,
but monoy was tight for the fami-
ly. Trombley, working with little
notlee, organized a' fund-raistng
““mostaccloll dinner” at Larkshire
Elementary * School .. Tuesday,
Close to $900 was rancd nmrd-
ing tosources, -

"You don't- hear aboul wma‘
| thing like this'too often,” sald Mi-
chelle ‘Pau), -who's ‘with the
Larkshire PTA. “She deserves’s
good apple award. She, was-out
running around, putling filers ln

schools, churchﬁ. VFW halls. Il'
a rcmnr)mht: little story.”

PE\KING OF good uelghA

bors, ‘there’s - a fow of

. them 1o downtown Farm-
Ingtom, too. -

The recent announcement that
business Is bad at the Civie The-
atre and that the landmark movie
house on Grand Rlver might have
to closo apurred neighbor John
Cowley into actlon.

- Cowley, who owns The. Village
Inn bar and' restaurant.io the
same block, came up with the
‘[dea-of givlng a free Clvic ticket
o the first 40 le. who pur-
chase a Friday night dinner for $5
or more, cxcluding drinks,
through March 27..The olfer’s not
good Friday, March' 13, because
of the S Pn u'ick’l Day crowds.

- Now, flve more downtown busl-
nesses want to help the Clvie. -

They are: Books Abound, right
next door, two tickets with a $3%
purchase; Michelle Mare's Flo-
wers, two tickets with a $25 walk-
In pumhme; Klng’s Garage, two
tickets with a uD 95 all dunge

| Enter, stage right

Hillside Elementary third grador John Lankes wails sulside
‘the doorway to the school board meeting room before per-
forming o “living blography" of painter Clauds Meonet during

the board's ural cablecast meeting. Each achoo! In the diatrict
gels a chance to do a board presentation durlng the year. For
mare about the first cablecast meeting, turn to Page 3A

SHARDN LoMIEUX/atatt ghologrnptior

and Jube; Clothy
tlckets with a 330 purchase; md
Marco's Dining and cocktalls, two
tickets with a $25 dinner. - .
The commualty ‘support’ bas
Clvic owner Greg Hohler thinking
he may make It after all with the

-“The lupport 18’ lnur.hlng," sald
l!ohler. who, purchased ‘the the-
ater-from his m.her in 1973, "A
Hitte girl, maybe 10 years old,
came {n ono day and gave mo &'
letter. It sald, "You can't close the
Civie. My father and - go.there
every Monday night' It went on
to say how her father flrst saw a.
| mover there in 1981, There was a
dollar blll enclosed. I'looked for
herto zlveher a pass, but sha wan
. gune. .

PPLICA’HONS Iar thu Mhl
Farmlugton/Farming-
¥ ton ' Hills “Scholarship

Women 'ages 11 24 (rvm the
.| Farmington-arca ' are

Call Joan Lamarra. at’ 7“-0[11
for more Informmation, -

“ Volunteers are needed to work
‘on Lhis year’s pageant. Muy pwl
tions are open. If interes!

aresume to' Lamarra,
158, Walled Lake 48390,

" server:
Shlc!.n steaks wera bdnz nold
for 83 .cents-a pound’ at’ Wally
Zehnder Meats, 33419 Grand Riv-

“:iwb' lowered $1.35 ndmlslnuv

cepted. The pageant, of .‘thnr
Founders. Festival, will be hdd
July 8,

Barbara Esler
lomm troasurer

Ex-treasurer gets

By Joanna Mallszewsk}
stalf writer

For the next year, the former
treasurer for Nardin Park United
Methodlst Church will repay $200 a
month as part of a delayed sentence
she recelved after she pleaded gullty
to embezzlement charges March 3.

The Interlm sentence, however, Is

much less of a punlshment than the
leader and members of the Farming-
lon lllll: church expected. .
. “The people feel they have been
wronged. A trust has been violated
and o wonderful ministry has been
threatened,” sald the Rev. William
Rltter, senfor pastor at Nardln Park.
“We take thls very scriously,

Barbara Esler, a 58-year-old Roy-
al Oak resident and former church
treasurer, pleaded gullty (o four
counts of embezzlemnent by an agent
over $100 befure Oakland County

Will pay ‘church
$200 a month

Circult Judge Rabert
March 2.

Esler admiucd she wrole checks
totaling about '$150,000 on church
acconnts beginning ln August 1890
until October, 1991, She was asked to
reslgn by church officials eifective
Nov, 1, 1991,

Howard Arnkoff of Troy, Esler's

Templin

attorney, was unavailable for com- |

menl,

JUDGE TEMPLIN delayed
Esler’s sentence untll Feb, 7, 1993,
In the next year, she must:repay
$200 monthly to the church, as well
as $30 mnnthly ntlnmey {ces and $30
monthly court costs Inr each of the

Westlnghouse pullout gives.
new life to incinerator foes

ficld Township takes on new meaniog for its sponsory —
Help Oakland Protect the Eavironment. .

By Judllh Doner Blml

stalf wrltor

1t's back to the drawing board wlth the Oakland Coun-
1y trash plan — te the delight of the voeal Inci

oppositlon.

And to the dellght of busincases that sce new hope In
gettlng the bd to butld an inclnerator for Gakland Coun-

ty In Auburn Hllls..

Last week's news that Westinghouse Electric Corp,
canceled its contract to bulld the county's waste-to-cn-
ergy inclnerator leaves the solld wule plan without one .

“ County

More than 400 mayors, city managers and. board,
commission and councll members-from all Olkhnd

arc Invited,

At the same time, Anne Hobart, communlty rehtlons
direclar for the solid waste program, confirmed “calls
have come in from ather (Inclnerator-building) tompa-
nles who are interested In serving Oakland County.”

But “nobody knows where we're golng at this pclnl."
Hobart sald, “The Westinghouse nnnuuncemenl took us
completely by surprise. We Iuve to ngmup

delayed sentence

four counts,” according to & courl
spokrswumnn
“We are happy tllcrc has been an

for the crime. To lhls dalc Barbara
Esler has never expressed any ae-
knowledgment or apology for the
erlme itself,” Ritter sald, Esler was
a 20.year church member. Her
mother, the late Dorothy Allen had
been the church secretary.

While church officials were not In-
volved In. Templin's interim sen-
tence, Rliter said they expect to be
heard at the time of sentencing In
1993. If convicted, Esler could tace a
maxlmum 10 years In prison and
$5,000 finc.

At'the $200 monthly rate, It would

ke Esler, 80 years to repay the °

‘church the approximately 5150 000
it lost, nlllcrmld

' Please furn 1o Pago 8 |

Center
finally
fills: up

ny Casoy Hons
slatt writor.

Plans to open a popular restaurant
in downtown Farmington have been
squelehied, but the center in which it
was e open s filling up afier five
‘years of vacancics,

Mr. B's’ Border Cafe, which local
officials hoped would spark. addis
tional interest in downtown Farmi.
Ington, was to open at the Village
Commons  Shopping  Cenler  this
spring after a $600,000 interior reno-
vation invesiment. .

But further lease negotlations
with Lhe awners of the center came
1o an impasse In recent weeks and,
investor. Mike Nash pulled out, ac:
cordlng to city officials, .

.Nash could -not be reached !or.
comiment this week but had told the
Observer In Jahuary that he was
having “sclbacks” which he - would

. not talk about. Nash and other inves-

tors own similar Trestaurants.
throughout the Metro Detrait ‘area,
ineluding. Royal Ouk, “Southtield and
Rochester.

l)Fjl'lTE LOSING Mr, B's, ather
large merchants are taking space in.
the long' vacant Village Commons
and another restaurant there, Mar-
<u's, Is expanding to handle banquet
facilities and more entertainment.
The Village Commons is located on
the north side of Grand River at the
site of a former lumber yard near
the Farmington Place sentor apart-
ments.

Downtawn Dc\clopmnnl Authori-
ty director Wendy Stelp-Sittsamer
announced the changes at a regular
DDA board meeilng In early March,
saying that “obvlously, It's a big dis-
appointment to us. Mr, B's asked to
revislt the terms and they (the land-
lord) weren't able to.”

Melissa Jenkins of Ross Financlal,
current owner of the building, sald
the company was pleased the center
was [illing up with cstablished busi.
nesses and that the company was
“disappointed” that Mr. B's broke
the Iease. “We're not sure what their
reasons were,” she added.

Planned Improvements for the
Village Comumons in lhc coming
weeks intludc
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