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Continued from Pago 4

I am interested in your answers 1o
these questlons and hope 1 haven't
tnsulted you by poo-pooing therapy. [
Just {ecl that far toe much emphasis
isputonit.

Thank you.

B.

Dear 8.,
Thank you for writing this letter.
Yau have brought up many fascinat.

1y to discuss them.

Flrst, these are terrible tragedies
you have llved through, Your re-
sponse is courageous,

.Sccond, T want to address your ob-
servatlons and . questions about

many people believe, as you do, that
therapy Is a place where people who

Sean Young- nllyn twin -illuu. one murdered by Matt Dillon and the other bent on proving

. it, In“AKiss Before Dying."

Script is a kiss of death
for ‘A Kiss Before D_y»ini_g’

. What do you get when you mix
good actors with a.thin script, weak
- direction and a thriller without ten-

sion? Writer-director James Dear-
-don’s deservedly little seen 1991

film A Kiss Delore Dying."

Matwt Dillon plays a:young man -

from the wrong side of the tracks,
lterally, We see him as a smalt boy
staring out - the - window . of " his

modest home as the tralns rumble

by. The story flashes forward e
find hlm as.a preppy looking stu-
-deat on’the University of Pcnmyl
vania campus.

1t would scéni. things” ‘are golng
well for Dillon,-he has a. styllsh-
blonde fiancee,  played. by Sean
Young, the daughter of a wealthy
industriallst. But he scems absessed:
with keeplng their relatlonship a se-

cret; reminding Young that her fa-

“ther. used a privaie investigator to
check Into her last boyfelend.

Young, who leaves him waiting
while she stops to buy news shoes
that better match her outflt, makes
it clear that part of what attracis
her to Dillon Is that marrylng him
will aggravate her father.

Well, Dillon certalnly ' doesn't
want to nggrnvalc his future father-
in-law and he really doesn't want to
marry a disloherited helress, Break
oft the chgagement or try to’
smooth 1hings over with dad? Nah.'
Dijlgn uses a rooftop terrace at a
high'rlse, deserted for lunch hour,
to resolve his rumanlic cnlanglc-.
ment,

make excuses for. their feelings are

therapy s done this way albeit by
wall-intentioned, .good: hnﬂrled ther-
apists.

Your comments make me think
that you know people who have been
pandered to in therapy, and that you
do not know'the athers, those whose
cyes” have been opened so they can
no longer lle 10 themselves. At its
“best, therapy allows truth and reali-
ty 10 surface. It does not give safe
haven to lies, rallonallzallons -and

N"« pass the popcorn

LeAnne Rogers

excuses.
That does not mean that therapy is

quately reality-bound andl invigorat:
cd to cope without professional help.
Often It §s thé support from fricnds
and-famlly that makes this possible.
But for others, there are deficient

THE 'ILL-FATED heiress has a

twin sister, played by a dark-haired.
:Sean Young, who doesn’t agree with
. the police concludlon that her slster.

committed sulclde. I mean ceally,
who buys brand new shoes on the,
way to kilt herself. k

' Young starts trylog to. provc that

her slster was murdered: Her prime

lead ends.up dead while she'waits

tor bim In his car.” End of story and -

Young goes back to her life as a so-
cial worker In New York.

Dilton alsq turas up In New York,

_with,a new Iidentlty and Young as
his new glrifriend. You never see

haw this- refationship came about
but apparenily they worked togeth:
er. Unllke her twin, this sister
wants 2 man wlih social conseience
and commitments so that's what
Niton is otfering this time.

After thrée murders, Young
starts thinking, that there Is some-

“thing fishy with her new husband

but nobody else.scems to see a pats
1ern. That's probably because there
Is.no"real threat or menace cven
Implied in Dillon's character, He's

“liar, which also gocs pretty much
. hnoticed,

. der; you don't get any idea there’s a

“di¢ even the most heavily used ten- |-
. slon builders, During one af his
.crimes, a-hote) bellman passes the
« door without even a suggestion that

* Max Von Sydow as Young's father

cdping skills and/or $0 horrible a re-
ality-that feclings of pcace are nut

“possible;
In your suununn. \he roamy Is s0

kind of -mmrmy and dcflmlely al

Even as he ls dlspalchlng peop!c N
who could tie hlm to the first mur. help would be required. If vou suf
chance he'll get caught. The policc "
aren’t Tooklng .for any- suspects,
leaving only Young's halt~hcurxcd
mvusligntlon cljorts.

Russian cm[gre‘mmedlan Yakov
Smirnoff, will returning to his home-
land at the behest of the U.S, State
Dapartment, but not before a two-
* night engagement at'the Mainstreet

DIRECTOR | Dcnrdon can’l han:

he might.interrapt the murder.

Beyond its lack: of suspense, "A |- .
Kiss Before Dying” Is also incredl-,
bly 'shallaw. There is no.cffort to
provlde any-more than the (limsiest
development for the characters or
their motivations.

The cast, which also [ncludes

* Thursday-and Friday.

Stnicnolf “wHl act as a goodwﬁll
amhassador escorting a shipmcnl of
food and supplies to’ the. Com-
monwealth of Indepc.ndent States at
month’s end.

Because of the problems in grop-
erly distributing the supplies, Smir-
noff's”geal is to organize Russtan
youth to help- make sure items th-
tended for bospltals'and facilltles {or

and Diane Ladd as Dillon’s mother,
use’ thelr own skills to create-what
bints of characwrlza\lon cxist In
the film. > .- the black market.

*© The disarray In dlstrlhnlion ‘and

widespread corruption’ has ‘necessi- |
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Anyone wishing to

develop and improve:

* Good speaking and
presentation skills

* Ability to think quickly
and clearly on your feet

* Better listening talents

* Strong leadership skills
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Visit a Toastmasters club and begin
improving your communication
skills today.
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ing issues, I welcome the opportunl-. .

therapy, It js with good rcason that

" supported and babied. .Too aften-

for, everyone. Many people are ade- -

traumatle that it Is expected that.

Ier&‘tl a ph}stcal trauma, you would .

. Comedy Showcase ln- Ann Arbori

chlldren end up. lher(- mlher than nn .

P g observers like Smir-.-
ot to escort donations from private

not hestiate to seck medical help
even though you aré well educated
and self-sutficlent.

You have partially answered your
first guestion yourself. You cannot
remember the murder scene because
the memories are traumatic. They
are so traumatlé that you fear the
feelings they might cause. By block-
ing out the memories you are able to
avoid these feellngs. But the mind
works in such o way that it alse
keeps trying to solve problems.

Thus the memories threaten to
cemerge so that they can be resolved,
and at the same tlme, your mind de-
fends against them (and the feelings

they would Cause} by forgettlng. This
“is une of the paradoxes all of us must

live with. You cannot feel relief uatil
you can fully -recover these memo-
ries and resolvo the f(-ellng: they
will cause.

1 understand your ncgallve atti-

‘wide regarding therapy. Many peo-

ple begin therapy with such an atu-
tude, but as time goes on and when
they find someone they can trust,

then that attitude vanishes as they -

are coping better with life, Therapy
provides a safe place where the
Irightening feclings | have been talk-
ing about can surface.. When this

nappens, people find welcome relief, '

As [riends see them (unctloning
mofe effectively, they want lhal res
bier.

Your bellef that people can find.

the ‘answers they need i they will
expend adequate effort is inaceus
raie, No.one of us possesses the ob.
Jectivity required to accomplish this

°.task. Na matter what you.think 10

yourself, untll you speak It fo anoth
er and it is responded to by another,

.'it is not reality. As § have sald, some-

times a {ricad can provide.thls, but

in your case, the trauma requires-a: |

well-trained . professional. Xou and
your _thirdplst” Would . not . be

fslrangus 10 cach other for. fong,
You are.right: not’ o lio to your‘

Smirnoff readies for.tnp to cls

rand RS, gm-.rmnrm relicf organtza-
- tlons all lh-.-

'ay. to the' intended

users
This ‘will mark’ lh\: second llme

smienoff has returned to-his home: |

Tand since leaving with hls parents ;n

1978, * B .

A native of Odessa, Ukralng, Smlr-

noff made a comedle name for him-

self In ‘what was then .the Soviet |

Union."worklng on Black Sca crulse *

ships and in concerts throughout the
country. But with his success came
guvernment attentlon, ‘and he jokes
that his material had to be “scruti:
nized annually b) the, Dcpartmcul of
Jakes!

‘Naturalized“a U.S. cllizcr\ in 1986 |

.durtng the re:dedlcation ceremonies:,
- "= *for the Statue of-'Llberty,.Smirnofl

broke into comedy in the U.S. when
he ‘perforined ai open- -microphone
night at the Comcd) S(or} In Los An-

geles In 1979,

Therapy can expose reality

Barbara Schiff

daughter, If you can come to a reso
lution .with this, then she will,- too.
She will process the information aa
ydu do.

Again, I understand how you feel,
how felghtening it must be o you to
understand a part of your experlenc-
es that have been so tragic, 1
sincercly wish that you could do it
yourself, but just ke the Vietnam
War veterans who sufier from post- -
traumatic shock disorder, you need
help tacing these horrid memorles.

Thank you for having the courage
to express how you fee) in your let:
ter.') am not-insulted that you have *
expressed ‘misglvings about therapy
.but rather [ appreciate your honesty.
11ook forward to some Jater commus
nication from you to.help our read-
ers ‘'work through their own prob-
lems, wim help wlu.-n ncczssary ..
Bnrhnra .

If yau hove @ qutslion or come-
ment’ for . Barbura Schiff, u
trajied " therapist’ and = experi-
enced counselor, send it to Street .
Sense-at 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-

v mﬂ .unsa

By 1984 . was nppcarlng at ma.
Jor comcdy ©lubs throughout the U.S.
. -and showing-up in commercials for
Best Western Hotels and Miller Lite.
He also had a co-starring role in the
syndicated .comedy series "What o
Country? -and appeared with Robin
Willlams tn the film “Mascow on Ihc
Hudson."

He. d!dnl retuen to his hnmcland
until 1931 when ‘he Kicked oft his
“Moscow to Moscow {Idahe)” world -
tour. The trip included performances
in’several European countrics and
resulted in a one-hour Shawtlme spe--
_ cial, “Yakov Smirnoft !rnm Moscow

. Idako" .-

Smirnoff will be’ perform at 7 30 .
and 9:30 p.m. both nights at the
Mainstreet Comedy Showcase, 314 |
E. Liberty, Aon Arbor. Reserve tick:
ets are $22.50 cach and are avallable

by calling 996-9080. :
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