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‘Astronaut s Vlew a
global perspectwe

) l ma ges from- :
shuttle humble ’
the viewer - -

By Dan Rice .

“We'set out 1o explore new
worlds, then Jooked back at an even
more stattllng sight. On the way
into space, we discovered the
carth.”” With these words narralor
Willtam Shatner Introduces us to a
most thritling vislon, “An -

Astronant's View of. Earth,”
' dcbuung’rucsdny. March 17 on .

Produccd wrltten and directed by
Joseph Blait, “An Astronaut's Vlew

. with historical, geological and S
* personal commentary. 1n the mldst

_carefully from lhe ground I’ \
touston; the small supply of heavy -

IMAX film aboard the shuttle didn't:
provlde for many second lalu-s
Sulbivan and fellow crew -

" members Charlle Bolden and John . )

Blaha widen our views of Earth:

of such beauty, as Sulllvan retates,

- anything ugly, like potlutlon, sticks
- out. The Blue Planct Is marred by
. the brown haze enveloping large

cliles, The warm hues of purturing
solls are rapldly being overtaken by

- cold palchcsof lieless concrete.

The marvel of scelng the entlre

.western hemisphere at night turns

to sadness when it IS revealed that’

** the continenta) outline s made up *
- ‘notandy of city lights, but also'of
fires destroying our rain forests.

Still, astronaut Bolden finds hnpc' :

.. Inthis g]obat panorama.

" “The perspecilve lh.nlgéuﬁcl .

" from space Is that 1t (Earth) Is -
" _happy..it is one, There are ng .
* dividing lines bcw.ccn pcoplcsand

nations.*
:Share “An Astronaut's Vlcw of

“Earth" and take a thoughtful look at
* the blg house we all live In.”

B[S ARG PIEEES——

Is the literal height of pl
perspective. The aut-of-this- world
* expericace Is further elevated by
background music composed and
performed by the Tatking Heads'
‘David Byrne, which appreprlalely
rlngs both global and
. extraterrestrial at once.

‘The program bcglns wllh a brlc! '

Haley reflects on ‘Roots,’
leaves ‘Queen’ unﬁmshed

. Less ll\annmnnlhheforchusunume-- '
Iy death due to‘a heast anack, 70-
.)ear-old author Alex Haley fecalted the.

of his novel Roars.

history of aerlal graphy,
had Its start less than 150 years ago.
Camera-carrying hot-atr balloons, ;
kites and even carrier pigeons

. wheited cur fascinatlon with' vlews'
of Earth from space.

Today NASA has loaded the state-..

of-the-art IMAX {llm system into
our highest-fiying craft, the space
shuttle. Providing 10 tlmes the
image size of conventlonal motion-
picture cameras, the IMAX camera
Is the Jargest tn the warld, but In
zero gravity astronaut Kathy
.Sullivan has no trouble
mancuvering it withio the ship.
{IMAX films are shown on wrap-
around sercens in speclally built
theaters in many American cities.) -

The IMAX feature “The Dream is
Alive,” which has been described as
the closest thing to living and
warking with the shuttle crew, was
followed Jast year with a second
shuttle-shot Hilm, *Blue Planet,” o
once-around-the-block trip that will
forever change your mind about

. geography.

““An Astronaut’s Vicw of Earth"
includes pordlons of “Blue Planet”
and glves Inslght to lis productlen.
“'Blue Planct” producer Graham
Ferguson had to plan cach shol

which.

. “luasbycnrsotdandmyxrand!mher;.
" had jusi died, and my grandmother —
my mother's. mother — ‘was ridden:

~ with ‘grief, And she had invited her .

 sisters, 10, came. and spcnd Lhe next -

summer with her,

“And the sisters camic, Each evening
aller supper, they would go out an the
{ront porch and rock.

“And they would talk, They talked
abaut their family history. They were
just full of love, night afier night after
night. They couldn’t get cnough of

* recafling their father, Tam Murray,

their mother, Arina, their geandfather,

‘Chicken Grorge, and so on. And his

mother, Miss Kizzy, and her father, the
African, in Spotsylvania Caunty, Va,

1 heard these stories 30 much they
just simply .became a pan of my
memory bank. | grew on up with that
tnmy head, And Jdon't think 1 thought
{again) sboul he stories 101d on the

" front porch for neary 40 years,

“Then in the "60s, there was 3o much
talk about Afnca and black people and
such as thal, somehaw my mind went
back 1o the first time I'd ever heard
about Africa, 11 was thal African, who
was in the family. That was whal
s1ared mc going,™

Alex Haley

At the time of his death on Feb. 10 of
1his year, Haley had just concluded an
agreement with CDS 10 write another
miniscries, Queen, which was to have
been based an the life of his father's
mother, wha was the fair-skinned
daughter of a slave and her master.

Halcy was philosuphical aboul his
acclaim. "There's a saying that people
who make colture gencerally don'l
realize they are doing i1, They're just
doing what they do. i 1 could plead
anything, that would pretly much beit,
1 was doing what | do, and what 1 fove
to try and do.™




